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have peace ; und they ſay unto n that wa after t 1 
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ee waa dead: ee, 
the 5 which were mating.” to propagate. the 
doctrine of umverſal ſalvation, among the people, -- 
cM his particular charge; the author had, Jer 
e, felt it to be a duty, incumbent on 2 | 
uſe his endeavors to 'counteratl thoſe efforts, a 
10 prevent the ſpread of - what he conſiders a 
dangerous deluſion. . With this view, the diſcourſes, 
here reſpectfully Preſented to the public, were: 
written and delivered with the ſame view, and 
in compliance with particular requeſt, they are 
now "Publiſhed from the prefs. + They: claim no 
8 with the 3 publications, previ- 
ouſly extant, on the Jame general fubjeft. . A hope... 
is, however, indulged, that” fince they my fall in-* 
to. the hands of - Tours who mgy want opportunity, 
or inclination, to peruſe thore elab — and, 
voluminous productions of. an, En ange "M 
| STRONGy| they will not be totally uſeleſs. 

As theſe diſcourſes were 1 to meet” and 
explode the popular univerſaliſm, ſome things are 
inſiſted on, which, to thoſe whoſe knowledge of the 
unwverſalian ſcheme is derived wholly rom books 
may appear unmportant, * 2 

The facility, with uhich uni ver alifm, in its 
various, and perpetually varying, forms, is pro- 
Pagated, is owing in à great meaſure, it is beltev- 
ea to the very lax fan and the defective 
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chriſhanty, 

heir are _—_— Y 3 Let it Je be- 
lieved, that the deprayuty of 422 nature is but 
| 45 ght infermaly, dl hereditary, but tontrafted ; 
at religion confiſts chiefly in Thatity, and civili- 
zy to rg We the power of "godlinefs is a 
mere tle '; that , a perſon's religious ofunions 
Lite of "migterial cn nee, firouided he be 
ol: ale, in one und, tigt, dating fome flight 
RH; 7 in euer nal char „ men Of 
22 2 difcripiions are in 4 r £ftime- 
5 2 | Wheel alike Let this be believed, and 
but a very {mall ftep to completa 
— 5 Hence, it mas conceived (0. he of pri- 
F the ax be laid do the bl of 
Me tree 3 that the native moral condition of. man- 
Aind, and the grand diſtinction q ettueen the pigh- 

tieous and the-wicket, in regard both” to the ho 

| 6. thetr hearts, and the er they bear to God, 

Kis law, _ - $50. ng be 8 73 in 
e true li ripture $ ce to 
1 af apology be needful, Ty, #r... tn — 

ton , ome leading articles, witch, though 3 
may appear not lo hear, Jo diredhy, on the 5 
Point th queſtion, are, however, the foundekon 9 
the whote conneflet;ſeries argument, and wi 
Rereſore, be attended 405 15 ec with es 
ferioufnefs and candor. x 
ene, 710 Osaber bie. 
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-condition of the wicked in on- 
traſt with the condition of the 
* righteous. Ihe fear of. the 
vicked, it ſnall come upon him; 
but the deſire of the rightegus 
ſhall be, Salbe By. the deſite of the righte.. 
ous which ſhall - be granted, we can. underſtand+ 
nothing leſs, than the good, which is the object 
of his deſire. So, alſo; by the fear ofthe wick- 
ed, which ſhall come upon bim, is.obviouſly-. 
meant the evil, which is the object of his ſear. 
This is agreeable to: ihe common uſe: of lan- 
guage, to put HI itſelf. Ide; Nag 
the paſſioůn. 2 
Wear, het. 70 che wakes fear? The an- 
{wer is obvious. "The wicked“ fear a future 
puniſhment, © They fear; that, ben they die, 
they will be ett inro. this lake. of fire and brim- 
one, which is prepared for the devil and his 
*- #. Generally, under the AY EI ot wniverſally; :: 
Ke” . | 
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ET 
. ud ; there 10 cadure tbe wrath of 
y, and without reſpite, 
ever. SY pr poly 5 Nad n 1 


declared, c The fear ofthe wicked it 25 come 


upon him.“ As the higheſt which the 
- Tighteous defire, ſhall be conf red on them, in 
that glorious ſtate of holineſs, and Happineſs, 


which. is reſerved for. them, in the kingdom of 
their Father ; fo, likewiſe, ſhall the uttermoſt 
evil, which the © wicked fear, be inflicted on 
them, in that diſmal ſtate of horror and deſpair, 
whick is prepared” for thein, in the regions of 
eternal ele where their worm dieth not, 
and the fare is not gquæenched. This conſtrufti 
of. the text, which, I truſt, will be Fc res 
à fair one, pteſentz to our NT ho fol, 
owing: very ſolemn and all concerning doarine. 
Tax wicked will he ' puniſhed with wilery af. 
ter death and their puniſhment will be endleſs, 
Ix is a fact of ùniverſal notoriety and expe. 
F wat people very unwillingly and im- 


give attention to any ſudbjekt, 
S to them, diſagraceble ; and ho "leſs 


SN . reluQantly and tardily yield their aſſent to any 
truth, 10 them, painful and th A with 

io be. ſoothed and pleaſed is natural 0 the bii- 
man heart. uch things as give us plealure, we 
love and eagerly embrace ; but ſuch as give us 
pain, e Ie, and reſolutely teſiſt. 
Jo the natyral feelings a the human hens 
the ſubjet, now brought up to view, is exceed. 
ingly repugnant; That he is in imminent danger 
of being forever miſerable, no perſon wiſhes to 


believe. Eyery oe would, if poſſihle, cheriſh 
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the tranquilizing hope, that he ſhall be. forever | 
happy. The doctrine of eternal puniſhment - 
_ awakens painful apprehenfions for perſonal ſafes 
ty, and commonly - throws the mind into a 
very uncomfortable and impatient frame. 

Hence, the preacher, who ſtands forth in de- 
fence of this + doftrine, is always ſubjected to 
great diſadvantages. He is the — un · 
welcome tidings ; and he can hardly indulge 
the hope, that he ſhall not incur. the hatred uf 
many, as Micaiah did of Ahab, becauſe he proph- 
eſies no good concerning them, but 5 He 
is obliged to ſtem rag A ular tide, and to go 
abreaſt'to all the feelings and propenſities of 2 
unholy heart. And he has reafon to apprehend, 
that his arguments, however fajr and conclu- 
fave, will not, by all, be ſo patiently and can. 
didly heard, as to bear upon the 2 with 
their proper weight. 

Ir is not thus. with the 8 of el 
ſalvation. He comes with. a docttine, beyond 
all others, ſoothing and pleafing. And —— 
it may be in regard to the conſcience and un- 
derftanding, he ts ſure to have all the unkalowed 


feelings, — and biaſes of his auditory, 


in his favor. 

Tais is a fact, my hearers, the impreſſion 
of which, L deeply feel. I have not choſen __ 
ſabjeR, from the expeRation, it will be po 

lar; ſor I am perſuaded, it will not. Teint | 
addreſs myſelf to your natural hangs, or pal. 
fions ; for 1 know they are all. ed to the 
doftrine, which I ſtand forth to preach. I muſt, 


Naber throw myſelf. upon your candor. and 
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patience, while 1 attempt an addreſs of plain, 


undoubted argument, to your ſober under- 


ſtandings. The ſubjeR. is of infinite concern- 
ment to us all; and certainly demands the molt 
ſerious and diſpaſſionate conhderation. 

Tus doAtrine is naturally divided into two 


diſtinct propoſitions; which we ſhall conſider in 


their order, and endeavor diſtinctly to prove. 
I. Tus wicked will be inen wi mil. 
ery aſter death. 
II. Tux future. puniſhment. of the Wiebe 


vin continue, duration without end. 


I. Tux, it is to be proved from the ſerip- 


ture, that the wicked will be puniſhed with miſ. 
ery, in the future and invibble world. The 


proof of this propoſition may be advantageouſly 

arranged, it is thought, under een ane 

article.. , 
1. TERRE is according to the u 


great and eſſential difference, between. the 


righteous and the wicked. 

II will not be denied, that the bible divides 
mankiod i into two claſſes, under tke ſeveral 
diſtinctive names, righteous and wicked, juſt 
and. unjuſt, holy and unholy, godly and ungod- 
ly, ſaints and ſinners, believers and unbelievers. 
This grand diftintion of human charaRers ; 
which makes one of the moſt prominent fea- 
tures of the ſacred teſtaments, and runs through 
the whole volume, from beginning to end, 


is obviouſly founded on a real difference of 
moral tempęrand conduct. To be holy, to be 


righteous, Gr T godly, is to be, in heaxt and prac- 
tice, conform od, in ſome good meaſure, to che 
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boly and rightcons;God : Bm to he uoþoly, un- W 


righteous or ungodiy, js 40 Pe, in bean AN 
praflice,4omally ainjike God. This is clear from 
the proper and natural 1 words. ; and 
noleſs clear ;the particular gjſcriptions, . 


given in dhe bible, of - he xighteops and The 
of 


wicked. 

BT nature, indeed, Ade entire poſtexi | 
Adam is.depraved and upboly. This is bun. 
dantly taugbi in tbe ſcriptures, and is proved 
at large, By the apoſtle, in the fifſt three chagr 
ters of his epiſtle to the Romans. In their 
patural ſtale, there is bone of mankind righ- | 
| teous, no not one. Thoſe, thexefore,.whoup 
- the ſcriptures call xighteous and ſaints, 20 con- 


uundifliß tian from the unzighteous;and finners, | 


gre ſuch only, 23 baye been waſhed by the 


vathing of regeneration, and renewed by the | 


be born of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God.”* Accordingly, he 28 f 
tles in the ſeyeral epiſtles which they addreſ- 
ſed to their chriſtian brethren, hom * 4 — 
led ſaints, peak of them e as 
been renewed and ſauctiſied, by e 
St. Paul tells his Corinthian 8 t they 
were © waſhed, ſanctiſtied, and guſtifed, in the. 
2 of the Lord Jeſus, and by ibe Spirit of 
3 Fo the faints in Epheſus he fays, 
15 _ 95 gutckened, who oy Nat > 
* Wu es and us; wherein, in lime faſt, ye wall 
ed, according do the courſe of this- world, ceded. 
3ng io the prince of the power of lle air, the Jr: 


John iii. 4. + 1 Cor. vi. 1. 


Holy Ghoſt. Chriſt has ſaid, Except a ms 
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it, that now worketh in the children of- diſobedi- 
ence {*Among whom alſo we all had our con- 
verſation, in times paſt; in the luſts of our fleſh, 
fulfilling the defires of the fleſh and the mind; 
and were by natuye the children of wrath, even 
as others, But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
| the great love, wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in fins, ' hath 'quickened 
us together with Chriſt;;—and bath raiſed us up 
- together and made us fit together, in heavenly 
laces, in Chriſt Jeſus. For we are his work- 
manſlip, created aan fu unto good wor ts, 
which God hath before ordained, that we ſhould 
& . walk in them.”* This paſlage is full, in declar. 
ing, that not only the faints in Epheſus, but all 
chriſtian believers, were once children of wrath, 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, even as others; 
but having been quickened, or made alive in 
& holineſs, they were, then, in a ſpecial and em- 
C hatical lenke, the workmanſhip of God, created 
' by him in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works. To 
the Coloſſians the ſame apoſtle ſays, And 
ye are complete in him, who is the head of all 
principality and power ; in whom, alſo, ye are 
circumciſed, with the circumciſion made without 
tans, in pitting off the body of the ſins of the 
fleſh, by the . circumcifion'of Chriſt; buried 
= with him in baptiſm, wherein alſo ye are riſen 
= with him, through the faith. of the operation of 
Cod, who hath raiſed him from the dead. And 
= you, being dead in your fins, and the uncircum-' 
eiſion of your fleſh, hath he quickened together 
with Rim. 1 *Mortify, therefore, your mem - | 
* Fpk. ii. t, 6, a0, + Col. ii, 19, 1. 2 
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bers, which are upon the earth; fornication, uns 
cleanheſs, inordinate aſſection, evil concupiſcence, 
and covetouſneſs, which is idolatry; for which 


things ſake the wrath of God cometh on tibe 


children of diſobedience ; In the which ye, alſo, 
walked ſometime, when ye lived in them, Lie 


not one to another, ſceing ye have put off the od 


man with tus deeds; and have put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge, after 
the image of. him that created him.“ The 
leading and moſt obvious truths which lie on 
the face of - theſe paſſages, and on the ground 
of which the apoſtolic exhortation proceeds, are, 
that the ſaints at Coloſſe were once dead in ſins, 
and walked in the luſts of the fleſh with the 
children of diſobedience: But having been 
circumciſed, with the citcumciſion made wih. 
out hands, which is che ſame, as being renewed 
and ſanctified, by the Holy Ghoſt, they had 


put off the old man with his de eds, and put on 


the new man, which after Cod is created in 
righteouſneſs and true "Holineſs. The apoſtle 
ſays to Titus, “ For we our ſelves alſo were ſomes 
times fooliſli, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers 
luſts and pleaſures, | ung in malice and envy, 
hateful, and hating one another. But: after that 
the kindneſs” and love of God aur Savior 
towards man appeared, not by works of righ. 


 teouſneſs which we have done, but accord. 


ing to bis mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing 0 
regeneration, . and renewing of the Ho Chl 
which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Savior.”+ St. Peter wrote © to the © 
e Cob ii. 5:74 9 1 1 Tusg f, % 
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ſkrange rs ſcattered thre Pomus, Ca)atiaj 
Capadocti; Aſia, and Hf — elefied; 
according wth fotcknoviedge of God;throwgh. 
FEST of ihe Rf gl unto obeditnee;- and 
7 8 04 of Cirie: "And to 
them 


* Ve "alſo; ag lively 
tral fouſe,; an Holy . 

Ger <Y piritual ſacrifices a ble - cr 
by Jeſus Chrift: 8 rye 5 lte it is contain 
ed in the ſeripture, Behold, 1 lay in Zion a 
cdiet cofner doe ele& ds: Ant he that 
believeth on him ſhall” nt be confounded; 
Unio you; therefore; which” believes he is pre- 
cious: but unto them which be diſobedient, th 
ſtone, which the builders diſanewed, the ſame 


is mads the heal of the corte, and a ſtonè of 
- and 2 rock of offener: even to them 


funtbling; 
which umble at the word being diſobedieur⸗ 
vbereunto alfs they vete appointed. - BUY yt are 
& Choſen" generation, a roh grit Wi 
tion, u Peculiar } hlbple ; that ye Huld ſhew forth 
the praiſes of fi "Ad hath cullen you out of 
dave ind his mar vel light * which du Hite 
 paft were nök a people, but now ave the' people” of 
God. St. fold; in his" epiſtie "to bis cHriſtian 
bretbren, ſaye ye have an Won ro te Holy 
on, and "vs all things. Theſe things T 
have vtitten unte you concerning tem that ſe⸗ 


2 the afbintinꝶ whetch ye have re. 
b 7 


hid abIdetÞ in | JOuy—and' is or and 


alt abitte in Fim If ye knbw that” he is ri 
teoub, vs KNOW THAT EVERY ONE; THAT 5 
ETH R1CHTEOUSH Ess is oN Or uh t 

Feder i. , 4. fi Peter ü, 5. 10. $1 John ü. 20, 86, 27, 29, 


is no lie, and even as it * hath” taught” vou ng 
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Wir many, at prefent day, and par- 
aieulatly with theſe, bo favor the popular 
unlverſahiſm, it is a ſovbrite objet to aboliſh 
: the diſtietien, odious to ihem, between ſaints 
and fibers; and-to blend the whote of man. 
Rind inte one common mass. By this means, 
they endea vor to pave the way for theceſtablih- 
ment of the doctrine, which teaches, that all 
will fare alike in ihe future world. And, it 
mirſt be confeſſed, if they could make it appear 
40 be tlie truth of ſuct, that there are no fuch 
-aiftin cloſes of men, as ſaints and firmers, 
or that between ſaints and firiners; there is no 
great and efftential - difference ; they would go 
far towards ſhewing it to be reaſonable, that 
there ſhould be no confiderable difference 
in their future condition. But. that the ſerip- 
tires peak abundamly of theſe tyo diſlinct 
claſſes of miiikind, it was thought ſuperfluom to 
a8duceparncular paſſages to ſhew ; for, to eve- 
ry diligent reader of the bible it is well known, 
that were we to adduce all the ſacred texts, in 
Which this diſlinction of charafters is brought 
Clearly into view. wWe ſhould be obliged to che 
a very conſide rable portion of both the divine 
Tut palluges above quoted, go to prove, 
'Hot merely, that a diſtintlion of characters is 
clearly aſſerted in che ſeriptures; but alſo, that 
the difference between ſaints and finners, is the 
effect of a great and important change, wrought 


in dhe heart of ſaints, by the 'Holy Spirit of 

God. They prove beyond all rational qutſ- 

Aion, that ſome ef mankind are -renewed and 
B 
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ſanctified, or born agai - the preſent life ; 
in contragittinn-to the inihuation of thoſe, who 
would have it believed, that this great change, 
the neceſity of which they find themſelves 
obliged to acknowledge, daes not take place 
an any inſtance, umil death. If this change 
do not take place, in the preſent life; the apoſ- 
tles, who wrote under the guidance of the Spicit 
of truth, were all in a very great miſtake. For 
tl ey aſſerted, in the plaineſt language, that their 
chriſtian brethren, 40” whom they wrote, were 
renovated and ſanctified, by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Bu r if it be ſo- that thoſe, whom the ſcrip- 
ture calls ſaints, believers, the righteous, and 
the godly, are fuch perſons only, as have been 
born again, not / blood, nor A the will of the 
Aeſt, nor of the will of man, but of God ; ghen, 


unqueſlionably, Aheie is, between ſaints and lin- 


ners, a great and eſſential difference. While hy 
the ſame almighty power, which raiſed ap Chriſt 
from the dead, ſaints are made alive in Tolinek 
R ſinners, diſtinRiyely fo called, ſlill remain 
dead in treſpaſles 3 ſins. While ſaints are 
waſhed, ſanclifted. and juſtified in the name of 
the Lord ; Jeſus, and 4 tae Spirit of their 
God; Ganers remain, ſtill, in their native cor- 
. Tuption and pollution. While ſajnts are renew- 
ed in the ſpirit of their mind, and have the 
love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts, by 
the Holy Ghoſt ; ſinners ſtill retain, in all its 
- dreacltul malignity, that carnal mind, which is 
. enmity againſt God, not ſubjeR to his law, nei- 
ther, indeed, can be. In . while ſaints, hav- 
ing been made willing in ** day of divine 
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power, have cordially ſubmitted to God, have 
accepted the terms of eternal peace, over- 
tured in the goſpel; and, by vital union to the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, have ſecured an intereſt in 
all the benefits of his redemption ; ſinners ſtil 
continue in rebellion, perſeveringly rejett the 
evertures of ee will not come to Chriſt, 
chat they might have life. . 
2. Tux great and holy God, as reprefente1 
in the ſcriptures, has very different feelings 
towards the righteous, from what he has tnwards' 
the wicked. . 255 
* Tnoszy who break dow the diſlinctioa be- 
tween ſaints and ſinners, naturally lapſe into 
the notion, that al-the human family have an 
equal ſhare in the love and fear of their com- 
mom Creator. They are fond of conſidering 
themſelves, and ochers around them, as God's be. 
loved children; and on this ſubject, indulge 
themſelves in warm and foothing addreſſes to the 
paſſions; The Jews in Chriſt's time, were fond 
of claiming God for their Father; but Chriſt 
repelled their claims; and told them, to their 
faces, that they were of their father the devil. 
Ir there be, betweerr fatnts and finners, that 
great and eflentiat difference, which is aſſerted 
in the ſcriptures ; it muſt be concluded that 
Cc Wl God has very different feelings towards them. 
y un were moſt unreafonable to imagine, that un- 
tbly, and: obſtinately rebellious creatures 
Rould have che fame ſtanding in his favor and 
complacency, which his holy, and: duful chil- 
dren have. We may, indeed be aſſured, that 
Cod has no malevolence towards any ef his 
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creatures: But, if be be a God of ipfinite. ties 
lineſs, he muſt regard holy. creatures with com- 
placency, but. unholy, creatures with abhoi rence, 
This is agteeaple ta the: declarations-of ſeripture. 
„“ Thou. art not a Cod, that haſt pleafuxe; in 
wickedneſs; neither ſhall evil; dwell with. thee. 
The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand i in thy. ſigbt: thi: 
hat-ſt all. workers of miguity, But let all.thoſa 
that put-their: truſt in ihec rejoice: For: thou, 
Lord. wilt, bleſs; the righteous: ; with, favor wilt 
thou, compaſs him, as with a; ſhield,” My: de- 
fence is of Cod, which ſaveth the vpright. ins 
"Heart, God judgeth the righteous, and God is 

angry with. te wicked, every daz. ©. They 
Lord trieth the righteous.;, t the wicked, and 
i that docth violence. has. foul” hateth Upon 
the. wicked he ſhall rain ſnazes, fire, and "brim: 
ſtone, an horrible tempeſt; ; this; ſhall. be the 
portioa of their cup. For the; righteous; 
Lord loveth ri ahteouſneſs.;. is counie nauce doch. 
hold the. upright.”t % They that are of ay 
froward heart are an abomination unto, the 
Lord; but ſuch as are upright in. their, ways, 
are bis delight. 9 Such inte uniform language 
of- the bible, God is plealedto addreſs. the 
righteous, in the kindeſt; manner; aſſures them: 
ofehis peipetual love; and calls them hy the moſt⸗ 
endearing names. He calls them his people, his; 
Frieadss his children, his ſons and his daughters, 
But he aſſurcs the wicked chat his faces is againſtꝭ 
them; thatihzy are an; abhor tence in: bis ſight 3 
that his anger is, contigually burniog againſt; 
them. He calls them his enemies, cuxled- chil-. 
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dren, and children of che devil. Inſtances of 
theſe different kinds of language, expreſſive of 
different feelings in the divine mind, towards 
the ri qhteous and the wicked, abound in every 
part of the inſpired- volume. God ſpared 
righteous: Noah and his family, when he 
brought in che flood upon thg4world of the un. 
godly, He ſpared rightenm Lot, when he 
overthrew: the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, - 
with a tempeſt of fire. Ng ler had there been, 
but ten righteous perſons- in; thoſe cities, we 
are aſſured, that for their ſakes'the cities would 
have been ſpared, And in many. remarkable 
and memorable inſtances, God has declared, by 
his conduct as well as by his words, that he 
loves the righteous but. hates-the wicked. 

3. Tus ſcriptures aſſure us, that the righteous | 
are in a pardoned and juſtified ſtate; Fut che 
wicked, in a ſtate of condemnation, under che 
curfe ofithe divine law. 

„ Srran ye comfortably to Jeruſalen, and 
cry unto her, that her iniquity is parde ned. 
« He that believeth-on Chriſt is not condemn. 
ed; but he that believeth- not is condemned 
already. f As many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curſe: For it is written, 
curſed is every one that continue: not in all 
things, which are written in the book of the 
law to do them.“ T. This curſe taſtens on all 
mankind, and abides- on all, who are not vital. 
ly united, by faith, to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
But they which be of faith, are redeemed from 
the curſe, and are jaltified and blcſted wich 


" Iſa. Kl. 2, + - iii. 18. 4 Gal. Ai. 10. 
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fanchful, or belioving, Abraham.“ © There is, 
therefors, now no condemnation to them which; 
axe in Chriſt Jeſus who walk not aſter the fleſh, 
but after el But if any man love not: 
our Lord Jeſus- s-Chrilt let him be Anathema, 
Maran-atha. 1 m This article is, fo: eat 
implied in the preceding and following articles 
as to require but ile, in the- way of particular. 
and direct proof, 150; ↄ 

4. Tux ſorthbiex promiſe ſafety and peacs to 
the righteous; buttdcelare, that a pumſhment; 
the moſt trementdsus awaits the wicked 
SAV ye to the righteous, that it ſhall be 
well with him; for they mall eat the fruit: off 
the ir doings. Wo unto the wicked?! it ſhall: bes 
il with him; for the reward of his hands ſhall! 
be given bim. There is no- peace ſaih my 
God. to the wicked.“ .* Though a firmer, do e- 
vil am hundred times, and bis days be pro 
ed; yet ſurely I know, that it ſhall” be wel 

with them that fear God, which fear before 
hinr: But it ſhall not be well with the wicked; 
meither ſtiall he prolong his days, which areas 
a ſhadow; becauſe he fearethinot before God.” 
1. Thoug h hand join in band the wicked ſhalt 
abr he puniſhed. 1 will heap miſchiefs up- 
on them; I vill ſpend mine arrows upon them. 
—To me belongeth vengeance and recbm - 
pence ; their foot ſhall fide in due time: For: 
the day of their calamity is at hand, and the! 
things that ſhalt come upon them make-hafte.” $ 


* Compare verſes. g and 13. + Rom. viii. 1. 1. Car. xvi, 92- 
Ad. fi. ori. Ibid; Mi. 94, W 5 
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5 c. Is not doſtruſtion to the wieked, and a ſt. ange 

| puniſhment+to the workers of iniquiy:“ The 
Lond knoweth: the days of the: upright: and: 

| their inheritance: all he: forever: But the: 

| wicked. ſhall! periſh, and the enemies of the: 

8 Ecrdſhall be as 4 fat of lambs: they; ſhall con- 

| ſame; into: ſmoke flrall. they... confume away.” +, 

| & Surely. thou didſt ſet them in flipgery places; 
thou caſtedeſt them down. into deſtruction. 

ä How are they brought into deſolation, as in as 
moment l They are utterly: eonſumed with teri 
rors. T The- Lord preſerueib. all them: that: 

| love- him; but all the: wicked will be deſtroy. & 

, & The way: of the Lord: is: ſtrength to: tne up- 

right; but deſtizution-to the workers:of iniqui- 

1 17 4 There ſhall no; evil happen to che- 3 . 
but the wicked ſhall be filled; wil miſthief. L. 

. © Who is among you that feareththe: Lord,, 

| that obeyeth the: voice: of his, ſervant, that 

þ 4 walk eah in darkneſs and hath no light ꝰ Lot him 

traſt in the name o/ the- Lord, and: ſtay upom 

his God. Behold, all ye hat kindle a fires, 

- that compaſs: yourſelves about i wh: ſparks ;. 

' wall im the light: of your fire, and in the ſparks, 

| thai ye have kindled: This ſhall! ye: bow 4 

mine hand; ye ſhall: lie down 1 1 LUörrome e 

5 Chriſt P to his diſcs; 

N Rles:; but: denounced woes on weos; upon his; 

unbelieving: and ingorrigible- enemies. tf St. 

| Paul ſays,: „But af:/the- times and :ihe ſeaſons, 
beethren, ye have no "heed! that: I-writa- unto! 
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For yourſelves: know petfectly, that the 
8 of the Lord fo cometh as a thief! in the- 
night. For when they ſhall ſay, Peace and! 
ſafety, then ſudden deſtruction com eth upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; and” 
they ſhall:not- eſcape: But ye, brethren, are” 
not in darknefs;- that that day ſhould overtake 
youas a thief.— He that- deſpiſed Moſes law died 
without mercy, under two or three witneſſes; 
of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
ſhall he be thought: worthy, who bath ttrodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenam, wherewith he was ſanttifi- 
ed, an unholy thing; and hath done deſpite unto” 
.the ſpirit of grace? It isa fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God.“ And ſays 
the apoſtle St. Peter, The time is come, that 


| 4 judgmem mult! begin at the houfe of God: 


And if it firſt begin at us, what fhall the end 
be of them that obey not the goſpel? And if the 
righteous ſcarcely. be ſaved; where {hall the un- 
godly and the firmer appear.” t 
IT were ealy to fwelt this difcourle, by very 
e eh; Re to the ſize of a confidera- 
le volume; but the proofs, already cited, — 
abundantly fuffic ent for our preſent pur 
It will be obferved that ſuch paſſages of 
ture as are expreſs on the ſabſeckepusihbmen, 
in the future world, have been, hitherto, pur- 
poſely omntted. It is thought however that 
ſomething has already been done towards prov- 
ing the great doctrine in queſtion: 
Ir has been ſhewn, that there is, between 


* 3 Thel, v, 4—4; Heb, x. 238—g1, + 1 Pater iv, 17, 18 
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ſaints and. finners,.the righteous and ibe wicked, 
a great and. eſſential difference of moral charac. 
ter: That God has very different. feelings: to, 
werds theſe uro diſtig claſſes of men; ſainty 
being the abjedis of his ſpecial favor and delight; 
while finners.are; the. objetts of his anger and; 
abborrence:: That while ſaints are.in,a-pardoned, 
and, juſt ified. ſtate, ſinners remain, till, under 
Gods curſe and condemnation ; And, finally, 
while the bible ſpeaks peace to the righteous, 
it is fall: of, terror to the wicked. Thcſe, 
i muſt conceded, are, obvious truths, which 
lie upon the face of about every. page of the, 
inſpired” volume, and about which there can be; 
no, reaſonable. diſpute. 1 

Nou, all this being eſtablifhed, can it be ra- 
tionally ſuppoled, chat all mankind, are yet 10. 
fare alice, id the future world.? If the wicke dz, 
as well as the righteous, ars to paſs immediately, 
from this vale of. tears, this world of forrow, 
and death, ta realms of immortal bliſs, , where; 
God mall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
why, then, are not the wieked, as well as the 
righteous,, comforted. in Gods word? What, 
moveih the heat, of this great anger? Why 
does God place his terrors in ſuch awful array. 
againſt che wicked? IS it all pretence ? Moes 
the” Almighty, make a mere parade of terror, 
and endea vor to frighten his creatures, , while, 
in reality, he has no intention to bring evil up., 
on them The thought is too irreverent, tobe. 
admitted for a moment. Unqueſtionably. he: 
declares the real feelings and meaning of. bis, 
heart, But if fo, how then, muſt it fare with the 
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wicked ? When will all this evil, tis tertible* 
deſtruftion, which the whole volume of Goo's 
word denounces, overtake asd fall upon them ? 
Will it in the preſent world? Is ie condition of 
the wicked in this life, ſo terribly diſtinguiſhed” 
from that of the rigtiteous; as in any meaſure 
to anſwer, or* verify, the awful and- multiplied 
declarations, diſerſptions and threatnings' witlr 
which the bible, in every part, abounds ?“ 
No man, in bis ſober ſenſes, can ſuppoſe it. 
No honeſt and candid man will pretend it. 
Ir has been the obſe vation of all ey es, that 
the wicked profper in this world.. Upon this 
notorious fact, the autient heathen *philoſophers* 
grounded one of their ſt rongeſt arguments of a 
future ſtate of retribution. Obſerving the proſ- 
perity of the wicked and the unequal diſtribu. 
tion of rewards and puniſhments; ih the preſeht: 
world, they were led to the concluſion, that 
there mult be a future Rateofexiftence, in which 
the equity of the Gods would be vindicated,- 
by the reward of the virtuons; and the puniſh- 
ment of the vicious: The ſeriptures alſo take 
notice of the worldly profperity of the wicked. 
As for me, ſays the Pſalmiſt, my feet were al. 
moſt gone, my ſteps had well nigh ſlipped. 
For J was envious at the fobliſh, when I faw* 
the proſpetity of the wicked. They ate not in 
trouble like other men); neicher are they plagu- 
ed like other men! Behold, theſe are the un- 
godly, who proſper in the world ; they increaſe” 
in riches.“ The royal preacher ſays; no man- 
knoweth either love or hatred, by all that is be, 
” Pfaitm Ixxiiic 2, 5, 16. | 
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is, one event to the righteous and to the wick- 
ed.“ And it is well known to be ahe truth of 
fact, that, .extraarginary inſtances excepted, | 
no man's moral charatter can be determined, 
by his circumſtances, ar condition, in this 

world. | | 133 : . 
Hxxcx, the concluſion is unavoidable, that the 
tt emendous denunciations of ſcripture, and the 
au ful deſcriptions, which it gives, of the condi- 
tion of thewicked, mult have xreſpeQ nat to the 
preſent world chie fly, but to the future. No 
perſon will undertake to maintain, that he ſuffers 
in the preſent life, anſwerable to the divine de- 
.clarations and threatnings, in the facred texts, 
_ Tome of which have been cited. Much leſs 
will he pretend, that, as a general thing, the con- 
ditions of .the righteous and the wicked, in the 
preſent world, are ſo extremely different, as we 
ſhould naturally conclude, from-the ſcriptures, 
they muſt, ſometime, be. The concluſion 
mult, therefare, be-admitted, that if any depen- 
dence is to be placed on the repreſentations of 
ſcripture, the wicked. muſt be puniſhed ina 

future exiſtence. - | 3 

Tuts argumem ought to addreſs itſelf co uni- 
verſaliſts, wich no inconſiderable force. For it 
is very well known, that in general, they are 
exc-cdingly diſpleaſed with preaching, which 
Lolids up ſuch a diſtindion, as has now been 
exhibited from the bible. They are exceed- 
ingly diſpleaſed, when a preacher makes any 

conſiderable diſcrimination between ſaints and 
* KEccle, ix. 1, . | 


Fore him. All things come alike to all: There 2 


*finners ; and 


'difpleaſed ? Unqueftionably 


different language, throughout, reſpeAing ſaints 
and finners, the ſcripture bears wich its whole 
N in ppoſidon to their ſcheme? 
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reaches comfort to the one cat, 
but terror to the other. And why are they 
it is becauſe, the 
puniſhing to be tota 


receive ſuch a mode of 


dy incompatible ' with their favorite ſcheme. 


But wby are they not, for the ſame reaſon, diſ- 
pleaſed with the bible. 1s not ſuch a diſctimi. 
nation of characters, and ſuch a Eiffertnt ſtyle 


of language, addreſfed to diftinct clafles of man. 
kind as incompatible with the Goftrine of uni- . 
verſal ſalvation, when Exhibited in the bible, @ 
as when Exhibited in a ſermon? Why, then, Ib 
Ir 

n 


do they.not fee, that in making this diſtintiion 
of characters, ſo cleafly, 


and in holding ſuch 


| rible and.exemplary:manner, 
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diſcourſe 1 2 it a pears ineontrovetti - 
ble, thavthe witkedwittibe puniſmed, in a ter- 
ſometime. What is 
now to be offered will goto prove, moe direct. 
ly, that they will fuffer their puniſhment after 
leaving thid world As what is ſad in the ſerip- 
ture concerning: the wicked, may ſtrike the 
mind with addnional force, when properly con- 
trafted' with What is ſaid concerning the rign- 
teous, 1 ſnhall continue t6:evbibit the contraſt. 
5. Tus ſcripture repreſesis ihe death of ihe 


righteous, as being happy; but uhe death of the | 


wicked as being terrible. | 
<.Parzcioustin the digt of abe Lord is the | 
ey of his ſaints. “ Mark the perfect man 
and behold the upright ; for the end of that man 
15 peace.”F 4 Though I walk throughthe valley 
of the ſhadow of death,” ſays the holy Pfalmilt, - 
vill fear no evil; for thou art with me: thy 
rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me.? For ' 
am-perſuaded,” ſays the apoftle to his chriſtian” 
brethren * that neither dea/h; nor life, —fhall be 


able to ſeparate us from the love of God, whiek* 
*. Plalaa cxvi, 13. +/Pſalm xxxvii- 37; f bid. xxiic 4. 
| 2 
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ſelf, and he hall be holden with the cords: of his 
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is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord,”* 6 Blefſed are 
the dead, which die inthe £6 from hence. 
forth : Yea ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their labors; and their works do fallow 
them.“ Such is the diſcription, given in 
ſcripture, of the death of the righteous, But 
what do the ſcriptures ſay reſpecting the deathof 
the wicked. “ When a wicked man diet 
his expeQation ſhall periſh and the hope of un- 


juſt met ppriſheth, 4 „ The wicked is driven.” 
away in hig wickedneſs; but tbe righteous hath 


hope in his death. 4 What a'ftriking; contraſt is 


here ? If the wicked be driven away in his 
wickedneſs 3 then his fin is not pardoned, and be. 


can have no peace, or hope, in God. But it 
is added, the rigbteous hath. hope in his death.” 
His own iniquities ſhall take ibe wicked bim. 


ſins. He hall die witbaul inſlruſion, and in 


the greatneſs of bis folly ſhail he go aſtray.” 


6 They die even without wifdom: + + They ſhall 
die without knowledge.” | Are not wiſdom, 
knowledge, and inſtruQion, : in the ' ſcripture 


ſenſe of the words, neceſſary for ſalvation'? 
What, then, myſt; be the condition of thoſe, who 


die even without them ? His bones are full of 
the fin of his youth,” which ſhall lie down with 


him in the duſt. I Hence, they are not pardoned 


even while the body lies mouldering in the 


earth, * If thou warn the wicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedneſs, nor from bis wicked 
ways he ſhall die in his iniguity.**' If he do 


Rom. viii. gB, 39, | | + Rev, xiv. 16. | Prov. xi. . {xvi gh, 
J. £2, 23 Job iy 21, xxx vi 12, xx, tle * Ezck, iii. 19. 
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not tepent under the warnings, which he re- 
ceives; his ſins ſhall not be remitted at death: 
He ſtall die in his iniquity, * 1 ſaid therefore, 


unto you, ye /hall die in your ſins; for if ye be- 


lieve not that} am he, erty ll dic in your 


fins.“ “ 


Tavs plainly do the 10 tures declare that, 
when they die, an the fond hopes and expe cta- 
tions of the wicked ſhall be cut off, and ſhall 
periſn: — That they ſhall die without inſtruc. 
tion, without wiſdom, without knowledge; and, 


therefore cannot be in a ſtate of. ſalvation ;— 


And that they ſhall die in their fins ; and, of 
conſequence, muſt endure the fling of death, 
which is fan, in all its tremendous effec. How 
contrary is this 19 the flattering, groundleſs 


notion, that, at the moment of death, the wicked 


are pafdoned, ſanRtified, and admitted, immedi- 
ately, to gloty, _ 

17 it was the fact, that when they die the 
wicked, as well as the-righteous, ak an imme. 
diate tranſttion into a ſtate of holineſs and haps 
pineſs ; why ſhould the ſcripture give ſuch a 
different repreſentation of the death of the 
wicked, and ibe death of the righteous ? Why 


8 fhould not the death of ſinners, as well as the 
death of ſaints, be preetous in the ſight of the 
Lord? Why ſhould the dead, who die in the 
| Lord, be more bleſſed than thoſe ho die in 


their So ? In a word, why ſhould not the death 
of the wicked as well as 12 death of the righ- 
teous, be repreſented, by the Spirit of inſpire- 
tion, as happy and glorious ? 

* John viii. 24. 
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6. Ir is very-explicitly:rovealod:in:feripture;. W* 
abat although: 49. — bailey; chock” d! 
ad are-miſcerabie, m.the:jnvifible world loft ſpiriis. 
Tr memorahle account, whith-rour 'dirine 
ieacher cha left, an the goſpel according 0. St. 
Luke, is deciſively in point. And it came uo 
paſs, that the beggar died, and was canicd by B'" 
ae angels into:Abrabains heſom: Ihe rien Hic 
man ak died, and was buried; and intheil cht 
lifeadcup his:<yes, hing in / tenment, and ſeeth 
Abrabam afar off, aut Eazarus in bis boſom. 
And:cned, aud fail, : Father &brabam, have: Wl 5 
metcy. on me; and ſend- Lazarus, that e may 
SE His finger an water, and cool my 
I am — Le this flame. But 
SVratam ſaid, Son, temember, ihat thou in ud 
life ume recevedſt thy things, and like- 
Me Lararts ewil things: But. now he is com. 
forted, and thou art tormented.”* A parable 
fromthe month of the Savior is defigned, un- 
queſtionahly, vo teach ſome ſerious and a 
tam truth. But bat does this adde wech. 
Does it not teach, in a monner, than which none 
could be more plain or ſtrikingʒ that the righ- 
tous, and the wicked pals, immediately after 
death, imo very different ſtates? That however 
_ wreicheT and deſpiſed the righteous may be, in 
the preſent ſtate, Ley will be admined immedi- 
abe ly, to happineſs and glory, in the future; 
and that however ſumptuoufly the wicked may 
fare in ihis world, they will be eonſummately 
miſe rable in the world to come. 
Some, in the preſent age of licentious ſpecu 
W Lukeaxvi 22—2 3. 
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lation, have labored to make themſelves and 
others believe, that ( there. is no hell belide 
hat people endure in che prefent life from 
the laſhes and ſtings of a guilty coagſcience. 
Wich equal geaſon might we ſuppoſe there is no 
heaven, beſide what is enjoyed in this world, 
in che plaudits of an approving conſcience, and 
in comfortable reflections. The ſcriptures re- 
veal a hell, prepared in the inviſible world for 
the wicked; as clearly as a heaven, prepared 
for the righteous :- And we have as much rea- 
fon to believe the one a reality as the other. 
The paſſage, now in view, is clear and conclu- 
five on this point. The rich man died and the 
next thing heard of him, in Bell he lifted up 
his eyes, being in torment.” 5 
Wr there nothirg more to the fame effect 
in the bihle, ihis ſingle paſſage ſhould ſeem ſuſ. 
ficient, determinatively' to fettle the point in 
queſtion. Other proofs, however, are not 
wanting: They croud upon the mind in fuck 
multiplicity, that all the. difficulty lies, in mak- 
ing a judicious ſelection, and arrangement. 
Tas wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 
all the vations that forget God.““ „But who- 
power {hall ſay, unto His brother, Thou fool, ſhall 
be in danger of Ae rte. If thy right eye of- 


4% 
. 
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„for it is profitable ſor hee, chat one of thy 
7 members ſhould periſh, and not that thy whole 
body ſhoald be caſt into hell,” . Wo unto 
vou, ſcribes and pharifces, hypeciites:!; for ve 
ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt men: 


era. . . & l. 52, . 
G 2 Be 


fend thee, pluck un out, and caſt it from thee; i» 


go Du rar DOCTRINE ö. 
For ye neither go in yourſelves, neither fuffer 
them that are entering to go in. For ye de- 
vout wido ws houſes and for a pretence make 
long prayer : Therefore ye ſhall receive che 
greater damnatiom. For ye compaſs fea and 
land to make one proſelyte, and when te is 
made, ye make him two fold more the child off 
hell than yourtelves.—Ye ſetpents, ye genera. 
tion of wipers ! how can ye eſcape: the dumma-. 
tion of Hell. ? What propriety could: there be 
in fuch language as this, if there were not a hell, 
a place of intolerable torment, prepared fot 
the wicked. For this:caufe, God {hall fend 
them firong deluſion, that they ſhould believe 
2 lie; that tbey all mignt be damned, who be. 
lie ved not the truth, but bad pleaſure in un. 
righteouſnefs. T To be damned is hete placed 
in oppofit ion to being ſaved; aud can mean 
nothing lefs, than to be deomed to the pains of 
Fell. Thoſe” zre thus damned, who do not 
obey ine love of: the truth; that they might be 
aged. And fort this) very purpoſe, God ſhalt 
ſend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould: be. 
Meve a lie. This is not the only; place in the 
bible, in which we are plain! a that 
theſe wiiopetſeveringly reſiſt the Tight; thallf 
be given up rowork out their on damnation 
FTuere ſhall. be weeping' and gnafhing-6f teeth 
When ye thall fee Abraham, and Ifaac, ant Ja- 
vob, and all the prophets, in the kingdomofiGod 
end you yburfelves thruſt out. This awd 
FX ene muſt take place beyogd doubt, not in the 
-prefent, bus in the ſuture and inviſthle World. 
* Mat, lf. -g 11 Thel. iis 6 #2y . Luke xl, 28 
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ttt By which he went, atfo, and preached to 
the ſpirits in priſon, which - ſometime were dif. 
obedient, when once the long ſuffering of God 

waited in tt. e days of Noah.“ God bore long 


Ale ue inhub knut of the old wovlct, unto how - 


Chriſt, by his Spirit in Noah preached, and warn. 
ed chem, the whole time the ark was building 3 
yet they repented not. Hence, their ſpirits 
ure now refered in priſon, unto the day of the 


revelation of Gods righteous judgement. This. 


| awful truth is revealed, wüh till reater clear- 
nels, in the words of this ſame apoſtle, in his 


fecond epiſtle. But there were falſe prophets, 
alto, among. the people, even as there fhall be 
falfe teachers among you, who iprivily ſhall 
bting in damnable hereſies even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring wpon-them- 


_ tetves ſv ift deſtruction. And many ſhall follow 


their pernicions ways; by reaſon of whom the 
way of truth ſhall be evil Spoken of. And through: 
covetoufneſs 'fhall they, with feigned words 
Wake merchandiſe of you: 'whofe judgment 
'now-of a long time lingereth net, and-iherr dan. 
nation ſlumbeteth noi. For if God ſpared: not 
«the angels that ſinned, but caſt them down #6 1 
hell und delivered em into chains Of dark. 

ness, to be referved unto judgment; and fparcd' 
not che oIdworld,: but faved Noah, the et8hth 
perfon, a preachet of righteouſnels, bringing id 
e' flood upon the world of the ungodly ;:and, 


turning the ches of Sodom and Gomorrha 

into altes; condemned ihem with un overthrow, 

making chem an enfample ume thoſe that after 
e rie ill. 19, ... 
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Mould live angodly ; and delivered juſt: Lot, 
vexed with the filthy converfation-of. the wick- 
ed: The Lord kaoweth how to; deliver the 
godly ou of temptations,” and to reſerve the 


unjuſt unto the day of judgment to be puniſh-: 


ed. From the tremendous fate of the angels, 
who fell, and of the wicked inhabitants of the 
old world and of Sodom and Gemorrha, the 


apoſtle here ſhews what muſt be the certain im- 


pending doom, of falſe teachers, and of all the 


incorrigible wicked. Aud from the ſacred. 


pallage, which ſerves to explain the one above 


quoted from the firſt epiſtle, it is plain, that 


all thofe fallen angels, and antient ſinners, are 
now in hell, reſerved imchains of darkneſs, unto 


the judgement of the great day. Accordingly 


it is ſaid in Job, „The wieked is reſerved io the 
day ef defiruttion ; whey ſhall be brought forth to 
the day of wrath,” Similars. alſo, to; what has 


now been cited from St. Peter, are the follow- 


ing words of St. Jude. - + And the angels, 
which: kept not their firſt eſtate, but left their 


own habitation, be hath reſerved in cycrlaſling 


chains, under darkneſs, unto the judgment of 
the great day. Eren as Sodom and Gomorrha, 
and the cities about them, in like mannér 


giving themſelues over to fornieation, and going 


| eſter ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth ſor an exam- 
ple; ſuffering the vengeance of eternal 940 
Ix the Revelation of St. John it is ſai 
& And when the thouſand years are expired, 
Satan ſhall be looſed out of his'/priſon, and {hall 
8 Out 0 deceive che nations, which care. in the 
II Peter ii, 3=g% f Job xi. go. } Jude 6, 7\ 
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Pur quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
. them togethrer to bottle; the numberof 

hem is 4>-thefant ef the fea, And they went 

upon the breadth of the earth, and compaſſed 
dhe camp of theifatnts about, and une beloved 
eity: andre came don from God out of | hea- 
von) and devbured them. And the devil dat 
deeeivet them was eaſt into the lake of fire and 
brimſtone, whore the braſt und the falſZpropiet 
ure, and Mall be tormenteu, day and ntgHt, for- 
eder und ever. Phe ſeene there deferibed was: 
manifeſtly a vifiow of what is to take place, after 
the milleniam ardbefore the general: jatgment. 

When the thoufant years, or milleniuin'isexpir. 

ed, Satan is to be Jooſed, a'fhort ſpaee from his- 

<canfinement/in che bottomleſs pit, that he may 

again deceive the nations. But meeting witb a 

Aſaſtrous defeat, in his laſt great and general 
#ffault upon tñe city and people of God; he us 
to be taken and caſt into the lake of fire and 

brimſtone, where, as the ſacred text {ures uz, 

trat the beaſt and the falſe prophet, all the 
Kerners and deceivers, who Solbes the anti- 
ehriſtian kingdom in the world, then are. 

Theſe ſinners are declared io be in the take of 


fire and brimſtone, at the time when the devil 


is again Caſt into it, after the millenium, and 
juſt before the general judgment. i 
Tnesz are but a few, ſelected from ma- 
ny ſacre pallages, in which the future miſery 
of the wicked is brought clearly into view. 
More, and, if poffihle, ſtronger proofs of this doc- 
10 will be adduced, when we come to he, 


& Ry. XX, 710. | 


in the inviſible world of ſpirits. In coutradiction 
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under the fecond general propoſmion, that the 


wicked will be puniſhed, duration without end. 
Hxxx it may be ſuitable io pauſe and te- 


view the argument. 


Is the former diſcourſe it was ſhewn, that 


there is between the righteous and the wicked, 


in this world, a great and eſſential difference, 


in point of moral late and charakter; alſo, 


that, if any eredii be due to the declarations of 


anſpired ſcripture, the wicked will, ſometime, be 


awfully diſtinguiſhed from the righteous in their 


retributive condition. And fince it is manifeſt 


to univerſal obſervation, that. the condition of 


the wicked is not in the preſent world, fo dif- 
ferent from that of the righteous, as in any 


meaſure to anſwer the repreſentations of ſcrip- 
ture; the concluſion is unavoidable, that thoſe 


repreſentations have principal, and ultimate, re- 
ſpeR to a future Rate of exiſtence, in which the 
righteous will be glorioufly rewarded, and the 


_ wicked as terribly puniſhed. Accordingly, it has 
been ſhewn, in this diſcourſe, and I truſt wick 


ere Elearneſs, that an awful diſtindtion 
between ſaints and finners,. as well in point 
of condition as in point of character, will exiſt, 


to a deluſive and groundleſs notion, of which 
many appear to be fond it has been ſhewn, 
that the wicked are not forgiven, and made 
holy, at their death; Arlealt, this is not a general 
thing. On the contrary, while the righicous are 
bleſſed, and have a hope full of glory and im- 
mortality in their death; the wicked are driven 
way in their wickedneſs, They die in their ſins, 
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without wiſdom or inſtruQion ; their expetta- 
tions periſh, and their hope is as the giving, up 
of the ghoſt. © Nor does the Holy Spirit of re- 
velation ſtop here: He goes forwar | into the . 
awful regions of the inviſible world, and ſhews 
us the different conditions of the righteous and 
the wicked, after death. He ſhews us the righ- 
teous Lazarus in Abrahams boſom, and the 
wicked rich man in hell. He tells us of the 
angels, who fell, and of che antient ſinners of 
the old world and of Sodom and Gomorrha, 
who are caſt into hell, and referved there in 
chains unto the judgement of the great day, are 
ſet forth' for an example ; ſuffering the ven- 
geance of eternal fire, And he aſſures us, hot. 
only, that the wicked and all the nations that 
forget God [hall be turned into hell, but alſo, 
that they ſhall be in hell, during the period be- 
tween the millenjum, and the judgment of the 
great day. F 
Now, what plainer or more convincing proof 
of a future ſtate of puniſhment could we poſſi- 
bly have? In what conceivable way could the in- 
finite God of truth have given us more indubi- 
table affurance on this ſolemn ſubject? Might . 
C at not, with the moſt obvious propriety be ſaid 
concerning us, as Abraham faid concerning the 
brethren of the miſerable rich man ? If they 
will not believe what is revealed in the ſcrip- 
tures, upon the ſubje& of future puniſhment ; 
neither would they be perſuaded, though one 
mond ariſe from the dee. 
I's this place, it may not be impertinent to 
alk, What warrant or authority has any one, who 
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pretends to. preach < ſpel; to aboliſh, ox. 
keep out of ſigbt, the grand. diſlinction between 
ſalts and fohers, Noc witheut , diſcrimination, 
. to addrchs the ſawe language 10. all ;. as at. all. 
mankind were in the ſame moral. late, . in the. 
| * preſent relation to God and his kingdom, 
titled 10 te ſaine promiſes, and bound, direct - 
ly, to the ſame gorigus kingdom in the: future 
7 70 Ts there, in the ſeripiure, either precepts, 
OF EA ple for ſuch ad mode of -preaching ? 
Was ! b he God commiſſiancd his prophets of. 
old-\as it he Chriſt commiſſioned his apoſiles, 
and miniſters, to peach? Was it thus, that the 
true prophets preached ? Way it thus, that | 
Chriſt and his apoſtles preached ? Has not 
plenary ang inconteſlible bur of the. cantraty 
been exhibited ? 

IENOW it is. faid; that he ths in. their 
epiſtles, did not in "kl. u when ſuch a diliutionof: 
charaQers ; but ECM d thoſe to whom they 
wrote, as if they were all of the dame: er 
1 ** and hopes. This is acknowledged to be paxt- 
4 ly true. The apoſtles, let it be rememhered, ad. 
drefſed their epiſtles, particularly, to ſaints, in 
diftinQion By finners. This we had occafion 
tg ſtate before, at an early period of theſe di- 
courfes. St. Paul writes, To all.that- be i in 
Rome, beloved of Cod, called to be ſaints :* 
& To the church of God, which is at Corinth, 
to them that are e ſontifecd i in Chriſt J eſus, cal. 
led 10 be Jaixls :“ Jo the churches, of Gala- 
tis: To the ſainſs, which are. at Epbeſus; and 
faithful in Chriſt Jeſus ;” Jo all the faints 
in Chriſt Fefus, which are in Philippi ;",.6 TT; 


* 
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be , and faithſul. brethren in Chriſls which 
are at Cotolfe,” «To the church .of the Theſſa- 

lonians, which is in God the Father and in the 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt.” And St. Pater writcs, 
-& To the. ſtrangers, ſcattered throughout' Pon- 
ius, Gallatia, Cappadocia, Aba, and Bithynia, 
elect according to the iforeknowledge of God 
the Father, through Fe Feation of the Spirit. 
ahnto. obedience, and. ſprinkling of the blood of. 
Cn. Now as the apoſtles addreſſed their 
Epiltles, particularly and expreſsly, to ſaints, 
nin contradiction from ſinners ; it would have 
been very improper, indeed, for them after- 
wards, in the progreſs of thoſe epiltles, io 
Write as if they had been partly faints, and. 
partly ſinners. It would be very improper for 
a preacher,.in a diſcourſe, expreſsly addfeſſed 
e faints, to ſpeak as if he conſidered them, as 
being of different characters, ſome” ſaints, and 
ſome finners. In fuch a diſcourſe, it would 
be very ſvitable; that he ſhould deſcribe the 
chriſtian temper, with all poſſible precifion and 


* 
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* 
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plainneſs, reprove and correct irregularities, 
and miſcondutt, warn them of the danzers 
e which they are expoſed, from corruption, in 
ſentiment and practice, and exhort them to 
e eal and fidelity, in the cauſe of truth and ho- 


lineſs: And if he had occaſion, incidentally to 
ſpeak of ſinners, he would repreſent them as be- 


ins exceedingly vile in their charafter, ard de- 
„ nlorable in their condition. This is preciſely 
mn On manner, and tenor of che apoſtol ic epidles. 
If proof of this aflertion were required, it were 


® Zoe the 1 addreſſ;s to the ſeveral epillhec. 
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eaſy to adduce it in abundance. To his chrif- 
tian brethren at Corinth, the apoſtle ſays, 
„For the preaching of the croſs is to them that 
periſi fooliſhneſs; Ja to us which are ſaved it 
is the power of God.” —* If our goſpel be hid, 
it is hid to them that are loft : in whom the 
God of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them that believe not leſt the light of the glorious 
goſpel of Chriſt, who is tbe image of God, 

ſhould ſhine unto them."* What characters 
are thoſe to whom the preaching of the croſs is 
fooliſhneſs, and the goſpel is hid, who believe 
not—Who perifh, and are. loſt ? Are they 
faints? Are they perſons of the ſame charaQer, 
and in the ſame moral ſtate, with thoſe, to whom 
the preaching of the croſs is the power of God, 
and who are ſaved? Let univerſaliſts, let any, 
wi o deny, that the apoſtles affert a diftin&.ion of 
characters, give a fair and direct anſwer to the 
queſtion: ?— To the Philippians the apoſtle 
ſays, And in nothing terrified by your ade. 
faries : which is to them an evident token of 
perdition, but to you of ſalvation, and that of 
Cod. —* For many walk, of whom I have told 
you often, and now tell you even weeping, that 
they are the enemics of the croſs of Chriſt ; 

whoſe end is deſtruction. 1 To the Epheſians, 
after enumerating ſeyeral diſcriptiops of vi- 
cious characters he ſays, that ſuch * have no in- 
heritance in the the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
Let no man deceive y ou with vain words : for 
- becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of God 
on the children of diſobedience.” + To the Theſ- 


* 2, Cor. i. 18. 11, Car, iy, 3. 4. + Phil, i. 28, iii. 18. 19 { Eph, v. 56, 
f ® 
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ſalonians: „ For yourſelves know perfeQly, 
that the day of the Lord ſo cometh as a thief in 
the night. For when they ſhall ſay peace, and 
ſafety, then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon them, 
as travail upon a woman with child; and they 
ſhalk not eſcape. But ye, brethren, are not in 
darkneſs, that that day ſhould overtake you as a 
thief,”* Is not a diſtinQion of characters, and 
an e//ential difference of moral Rate, clearly and 
ſtrongly afferted, in theſe paſſages ?—The apol- 
Ve. Peter, warning his chriſtian brethren. of the 
errors; and practices of falſe teachets and deceiv- 
ers, ſays; * But theſe, 4s natural briite beaſts, 
| made to be taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil of 
the things, which they underſtand not, and ſhall 
| ulterly periſh in their own corruption; and ſhall 
receive the reward of unrighicouſneſs, as they 
| that count it pleaſure to riot in the day- time.“ 
| Such is the clearneſs, with which the apoliles 
7 diſcriminate characters; and ſuch is a fair ſpe- 
cimen of the language, which they uniformly 
hold, when in their letters to ſaints, they have 
occaſion to {peak of ſinners. | 

IT 1s believed, that many people, when they 
read the apoſtolic epiſiles, not duly conſidering 
to whom they were written, inadvertantly teke 
what is expreſsly addreſſed to ſaints, and in ro 
manner applicable to ſinners, as if it were indil- 
criminately addreſſe d, and applicable, to all. This, 
beyond doubt, is a moſt fruitful ſource of error, 
and fatal deception ; and one principal way, in 
vbich people are ſoeaſily led into the univetſalian 
icheme, For this reaſon, 1 have been the more 

„I. Theſ, v. 2—4. + 11. Peter, ii. 12, 13. 
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Particular, in my reply to what is ſo often, and - 
peremptorily, alleggeg, thas the apoſtles did, ngt 
inkit ſo much ou ai of charatiers, nor 

preach ! much terror, asfoine do at ihe preſgot 
day. And, iv is hoped, that what hes been 

ſtated may ſuffice to obviste the obzxRion ; and 

to convince, that the apoſtolic epiltles go not 
furniſh ap exawgle- for blending characters, gat 
in any meaſure q̃uſtify the practice of thoſe who 
cry. Pzact,, peace when there is n geace, and 
$oaſt, that 15 make no diſcrimination, in ai 


preaching, between faints apdfigners. I think 
= Fat de Nes ets at. menen 
perempigrily toaffert, that the bible. furniſhes 
ao authority, eher Precept 9r-Examplcy. ſor 
pegple.choo to confer the example of " fall 
$rophets and falſe teachers, as an authority. It 
is a mode of preaching totall/ tepugnapt to the 
whole tenof of preaching. of the amient pro- 
phets, of Chriſt and bis apoſtles, and to the 
commiſſiop, which Chriſts miniſters have te- 
ceived; and peifectly adapted to make the 
hearts of the righteous ſad, whom the Lord hath 
not made ſad, and to ſtreagthen the hands of 
ide wicked; that he ſhould not return-from big 
wicked way. Let all, then, beware, leſt they ö 
be fatally deceived, and drawn into this ſnare 
of the devil. To the law, and to the teſtimony : 
If they ſpeak not accordigg to this word, it 19 
becauſe there is no ligbi in them.“? Bl 
BrTORE we come do a cloſe of this diſcourle 
it may be expedient to take notice of a nei 
We » See the Appradix, Note, As 
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Invented notion which may poſſibly come for- 
ward; in the form of an objettion, againſt the 
conclufiveneſs of what has been delivered. 

Ir is faid by Dr. Joſeph Huntington and his 
diſciples, that all the terror which the bible de- 
nounces is the voice of the law, and all the peace 
and good news, which it proclaims the voice of 
the goſpel. © We find the law and goſpel dil- 
played fide by fide through the whole. The 
law every where ſounds with awful terror in ac- 
cents of pure juſtice, towards man, without a 
Savior. The goſpel is all mere news, good 
news, glad tidings through a Mediator.*—The 
law tells what man deſerves in his own perſonal 
character; the goſpel, what the Son of man, the 
Son of God deſerves.” The voice of the 
whole law and the voice of tbe goſpel are ex- 
ceeJingly diflin and diametrically oppoſite. “ 
The grand poſition, if 1 do not miſtake it is 
this: + Though the voice of the law thunder 
with awful terror, through the whole bible, 
Cenouncing everlaſting deſtruction, yet the 
goſpel ſounds, at the ſame time, in the mi'd 
accents of mercy, proclaiming peace and cter- 
nal ſalvation, to all mankind. When the law 
ſays, ye /hall ſurely die; the goſpel ſays, ye Hull 
not ſurely die IA Hence, the law and goſpel are 
in diametrical oppoſition, the one to the other. 
But. as the voice of the goſpel will prevail, 
the law vill be arreſted in proceſs, and all 


maokind will be faved.”{ All this, it ſhould be 


V Calviniſm improved. Page 322. Þ lbid. Page 43- compare 
en, iii. 4 with Chap. 11.1%. {If ihe law and goipel be ciare'ri- 
cally Oppcfite, we certainly want more ſubtential proot, than any ſurn ſh- 


ed by Dr. Huntingion, tlat the law will not ultimately prevail, aud all 
runkind be damned, © D 2 BINS 
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remembered, though it be conſeſſedly 1h 
main pillar of the Huntingtodian ſeheme, is 
naſed aſſertion, without à ſingle argument to 
ſupportit.— But, ſhould jt be granted, which, 
however, is not true, that all the terror, Which 
the bible denounces is the voice of ibe law, 
and allthe peace which it;proclaims, the voice of 
the goſpel; what does this go to prove? Up- 
on this hypotheſis, the law ſpeaks to Ganers, 
and the goſpel to ſaints, only, forthe bible, 
as we have ſhewn at large, every where ſpeaks 
peace to the righteous; but terror to the wick- 
ed. But if the law and goſpel run ſide. by 
ſide, “ as it is fo confidently aſſerted the one 
denouncing wrath, and the other prockiming. 
peate, to all mankind; why thould this diſtinc- 
* That © the. law and goſpel are deſplayed Gfe by fide,” is doubtle's 
tiue 19 a certain ſerie, but not in the aſe of Dr; Huntington. Inſtead: 
of being diamarically obrſite they are peifcAity harmonious, . Chrift days, 
"Thick not, that. 1 fro come-to deſtroy the law, or the prophets ; I am 
not come to deſtroy, but ta full. It is difficult Serke conceive of a 
cater ably: dity, in a governmental view than Dri Huntingtons notion 
Bis and goſpel. —4 lis is enaſted by the ſovereign authority of the 
Voted Kues, which cxpreſvly ahieatens - death to every tranigreſlpr : 
= Þut at te ſametime, and by the ſame amhkority, it is promulgnted, that 
very tiaaſgicſſor of that law ſhail certainly be prrdonee and reſtored to 
the ievor and. ptotection of the goverament, bw, I aſky of what force 
is this law 7 Will it irppalſe the 1colt reſtraint ; CAUSED 75 the lesſt 
ef: 3Cy tO deter from the crime, which it contemplates 7 Ou tbe con- 
trary ; will nat che law, and the av/ko/ity, by which it was enafted, be 
tamplcd in the Gaſt, with the. mod owaptop hreviiooines. and - con- MW 
uma! o call law aud goſpel twa oppo {chemes in the divine 
« -Qvernment, is eicher to ſuppoſe the eve t bleffed God in contention 
. **.v1th bimlelf, and that zhere 12 uo harweny between the great (canes: of 
* ts gave: nment ; or chat he has been diſappointed in the effects of law, 
„ 1.4 to remedy himiel{ had recourſe to an-oppoting-goſpel, * Such 
4 (uppels. ont are wholly ynworthy Khovab. There. has bees a perf; c 
* vinty of deligo in the divine. government, The: object of law ard 
„gogol was to produce the greateſt-quantity of holineſs and happjuets 
n the wniverſe; The legal aud evangelical diſpenſations, as we ſome- 
nes call them, are parts of one grand difpenſation, tending to this 
im portatu end. As means they are different; as means they produce 
«. ditfcrent eff. As on holy and unholy creatures ; but in the general tender. 
®.cics inthe divine government are pericatly harmonious,” Benevolet 
aud Miſery, Page 248, £19. 
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tion, between the righteous and the wicked, be 
po ſcrupulouſly. marked and fo conflantly ex- 
3 hibiced, in every part of the ſacred volume f 
„ Why ſhould'not the bible ſpeak terror, in the 
h WW language of the law, and peace, in the language 
, WM of the goſpel, to all without any diſcrimination” 
Hof character? Dr. Huntington makes the dif- 
-ference in the moral characters of men, in this 
„ world, exceedingly ſmall; and immediately after” 
„ death, according to his ſcheme, they are ali to 
be perfe diy holy and happy. But if ſo, the 
- gqueſliom is repeated, why ſhould nat the law 
y WW thunder terror; and the goſpel proclaim peace, 
ein the ears-of all alike ? If, indeed there might 
g be ſome liule difference in the language, which 
ce bible holds towards the righteous and the 
%vieked, wbile they continue in the preſent ſtate; ; 
ai till what: reaſon can be imagined, why their 
m condition ſhould be repreſented, as fo 'extreme-- 
ly different, in the futore aad inviſible world? 
Why ſhould Chriſt ſnew us Lazarus, in Abra- 
hams boſom, and Dives in hell? If the Dr's 
theory be juſt, the law: muſt thunder its terror 
in the eats of. Lazarus, as well as in the cars of 
Dives; and the goſpel proclaim peace, as well 
to the one as to the other: Why then did not: 
Chriſt new us both Lazarus and Dives, at once, 
in Abraham's boſom and in hell. Certainly, 
upon this hypotheſis, there muſt have been the 
ſame propriety, in placing Dives in Abrahams 
bolom; as in placing Lazarus there; and the 
ſame propriety, in placing Lazarus in hell, as 
in placing Dives there. Upon this hypotheſis, 
moreover, in the place of ſaying to the unbel. - 
ing Jews, There ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 


+ 
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ing of teeth; when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and 
Jaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourſelves thruſt out; 
Chriſt might with equal propriety have ſaid to 
his diſciples, There ſhall be weeping and gnaſh- 
ing of teeth, when ye ſhall Cain, and Pharaoh, 
and Ahab, and all the falſe prophets in the 
kingdom of God and you yourſelves thruſt out, 
Inſtead of repreſenting the wicked inhabitants of 
the old world, and of Sodom and Gomorrha, 
as confined in hell, reſerved in chains of dark. 
neſs untothe day of judgment to be puniſhed, 
and ſet forth as enſamples to thoſe that after 
ſhould live ungodly ; St. Peter, and St. Jude 
might, with cqual propricty, have repreſented all 
the antient ſaints and prophets under the ſame 
awfulcircumRances. In a word upon this hypo- 
the ſis the paſſage formerly quoted from the third 
chapter of Iſaiah, and all fimilar promiſes and 
threatnings, throughout the bible, might be re- 
verſed, and yet ſpeak a langtiage as agreea. 
ble to truth, as they do in their preſent form, 
* Say ye to the wicked, it ſhall be well with him: 
Wo, to the 7:g/teous, it ſhall be ill with him.” 
Bur, not'to purſue further into this region 


of abſurdity and illuſion, it may be ſufficient io 


remark, that the Dr's whole theory reſts on the 
ſuppoſition, that all mankind are of the ſame 


moral charatier and in the ſame moral (tate. | 


Hence if there be an e//entzal difference between 
the righteous and the wicked, and if there be 
that difference which we haye diſplayed, in the 
language, which the ſcriptures ho'd towards 
t®.cle two diſtinQt claſſes of mankind the Hunting: 
ton'an ſcheme has no foundation in truth, 
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SERMON III. 
PROVERBS, &. 24. 


Tus FRAR ar RAE WICEED; IT SHALE (COME UPON i- 


T TAVING: largely proved, under the ſitſt 
1 1 general head, that the wicked will be 
puniſhed with miſery after death; we now 
Ore ETON, to the method propoſed, to 
CW, p 

II. Tuar the future puniſhment of the- 
wicked will continue, duration without end. _ 

Hs it may not be impertinent to premilg,-. 
that ſince the Spirit of inſpiration has ſo clearly* 
revealed the ſolemn fact, that the wicked are 
in a ſlate of unutterable torment, in the inviſi- 
ble world: of fpirits ;- if they were ever to be 
releaſed and reſlored tio a ſtate of happineſs: 
ſomething very particular and explicit, reſpett- 

ing their liberation; we ſhould certainly expect, 
to be reyealed.. Notbiog on tbis ſubject, how 
ever, is to be found: Not a word, in the whole 
ſacred volume, to inform kow or when, ihole, - 


8 who are once. doomed to hell, are afterwards io 


be releaſed, from: miſery, and placed in a ſtate: 
of happineſs. Some of che univerſaliſts tell us, 
mat the wicked are to be puniſhed, during ages 
of ages, perhaps millions and millions of years; 
others, that they are to be releaſed at the day: 
of-general:judgment ;. and others, at the begin: 
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ning of the millennium. Sometimes we are told; 
that the, damned; ate to be delivered from hell on 
the footing of Chriſts atohement : and at other 
times we ate told, by the fame perſons, that the 
wicked will be puniſhed according to their de- 
ferts ; and of courſe, mult be liberated on the 
footing of ſtrict juſtice: But amidſt all the diver- 
fity of opinion, not a fingle paſſage of ſcripture 
is adduced to ſettle the important point; or to 
aſſure us of any determinate period, or any cer- 
tain way in which the damned ſhall be releaſed 


from puniſhment. And until ſome ſuch paſſage 


be adduced, we have a right to conclude, there 
is none to be found in the bible; But on a 
point of ſo much conſequence, as that of th 


damned being delivered from hell ; ſurely if it 


be of fo much conſequence, in the ſcheme of 
the goſpel, as is repreſented by univerſaliſts, we 
ſhould expect the ſcriptures to be very deter- 
minate and explicit. But being, as they are, 
totally filent on this point, informing us neither 
ow, nor when, the damned ſhall be releaſed, 
we ſhould be naturally led into the concluſion, 
that no releafe is to be expected. The grand 
point in queſtion, is hot, however, fo be reſted 
on this negative. ground. We have poſitive 
proof, and that in great variety and abundance, 
that the future puniſhment of the wicked 
vill never have an end. This we are now to 
few. Therefore, | | 
I. Ir appears from the ſcriptures, that there 
will be a tremendous  diſtintion between the 
righteous and the wicked, in the day of general 
reſurrection, | 
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In the laſtchapter of the prophecy of Daniel, 
which looks forward to the cloſing ſcene of 
time, is written; “ And many of them, or, as 
it might have been rendered, the multitude of 
them, that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
awake, ſome. to eyerlaſting life, and ſome to 
ſhame, and everlaſting contempt. . And they 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to righ- 
teouſncſs, as the ſtars forever and ever.“ 
“ For as the Father hath life in bimſelf,“ ſays 
Chriſt, “ ſo hath he given to the Son to have 
life in himſelf, and hath given him authority to 
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of man, Maryel, not at this: For the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in their graves 
ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come forth; they 
that have done good unto the reſurrection of liſe; 


r 3 6. & 


damnation.“ Theſe two paſſages are peculiarly 
plain and deciſive. They make it certain, be- 
zond all controyerly, that neither the grand diſ- 
tinQion of charaQters' nor the puniſhment of the 
vicked, will ceaſe, either before, or at the time 
of the general reſurtettion. When the rigteous 
riſe to immortality and. glory, the wicked will 
riſe to ſhame and everlalling contempt. 

2. Tur wicked will be ſeparated, and awfully 
diſtinguiſhed, from the righteous, in the general 
judgment. | 


**— — * ww — 
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ſhall not ſtand in the judgment ; nor ſinners inthe 


, yp 39H 


Pan. Xi, 2, 3y t John v. 26-29. } Palm i. 5. 


execute judgement alſo, becauſe he is the Son 


and they thathaye done evil to the reſurreQtion of 


Tus inſpired Plalmiſt ſays. * The ungodly 


congregation of the righteous.” The apoſtle 
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10 the Romans ſays; 4 And thinkeſt' thou this, 
O man thatj vdgehthe m which do ſuch things, 
and doeſt rhe ſame that thou ſhalt efeape the 
judgment of God 2 Or diſpiſeſt thou the riches 
of bis goodndls; and forbearance, and long luffer. 
ing; not knewipg that the good neſs of God 
leadeth thee to repentance ? But, after 0 
hardneſs:and i impenitent heat} treaſureſt 
to thy elf wrath, ageinſt the day of wrat fre 
revelation of the righteous judg ment of God 0 50 
i. render to every man according to his detds: 
Fo them, who, by y patient continuance in well do- 
ing, ſee k for! 22867 honor and immortality, 
eternal life; but unto lem that are contentious, 
and do not obty the truth, but aby utrighteouf- 
neſs, Jagen and wrath, eribulation and an- 

guzſh upon every foul of man that doeth_ evil, of 


the Jewfirlt and alſo f the Gentile: But glory 


ſioner and peace; to every man that workah good: 


to the: Jew firſt and alſo to the Gentile. For 
there is no reſpett of perſons with God.“ It is 
here obſervabſe: that in the paffage before us, the 


day of general jodgment is deſe rip tively called 
the day of wrath'and revelation of the rightebus 


jadgment of God. It vill be the diy of wrath, 


becauſe Ged will then appear, in terrible majeſ- 


iy, to execute vengeance on his incorrigible enc- 


mes. Againſt that tremendous period, all who 


Jwe in denial of the truth, and in diſobedience 


to the goſpel, are wesſuring up to. themſelves: 
wrath, To that ſolemn day all the wicked are 
refetted for ie woful doom, which, by their per- 


* Rom. ii. g—i1, For there is n9 reſb27 of fer;ons u C © He 


well adjudge them all, mba; tig/ly, accoiding to tiicit refpetive chalet 
and works, 


Oath 2 2a. es gage az 


| 


FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 49 
"ſevering impenitency, they incur. In that day 
God will render to every man according to his 
deeds, Then, in the preſence of all the holy 
angels, will he confer immortal glory, honor, 
and peace, on all who patienily continue in well 
doing; and, in the ſame public manner, 
deal indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guifh, to every one that doeth evil.—“ For we 
muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of 
0 Wl Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 
done in the body according to that he hath done, 
- W whether it be good or bad. Nnoving, there. 
„fore, the terror of the Lord, we perſuade men.““ 
„According to this ' paſſuge, again, the day of 
general judgment 1s the period, when the glort- 
- W ous and awful diſtinction, between the righteous 
it WW and the wicked, in regard both to charatler and 
reward, will be fully diſplayed to the view of 
all aſſembled worlds. And the avenging terror 
r of the Lord, which will, then, overwhelm the. 
5" wicked was a principal argument, with St. Paul 
and his fellow apoſtles, to perſuade men to an 
d immediate compliance with the goſpel. 

WW To the Theſſalonians it is thus written: 
„And to you who are troubled, reſt with' us, 
{- MW when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 


a ww 
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Heaven, with his mighty angels in flaming. fire, 
7 taking vengeance on them that know not God, 


and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 

Wl Chriſt ; who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 

deſtrudtion from the preſence of the Lord, and 

irom the glory of his power ; when he ſhall come 

to be glorified in his ſaints, and.to be admired 
* Ix, Cor. v. 10. 11. 


E 
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zn all them that believe, in that day. This pa 

lage has acknowledged references to oo rr 
deſcending to judgment. That is the AB 
on which, as bimſelf has aſſured us, he will be 
revealed from Heaven, with his mighty angels. 


In that day, according to the apoſtle's declara- 


tion, be will take yengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the goſpel ; but will be 
glorified in His ſaints and admired i in all them 
that believe in tha: day. This laſt clauſe, ap- 
pears to have an cps; > and plainly im- 
ports, that there will 7hen, be ſome, who will 
not belieye. 

Taz noted paſſage in the ſecond epiſtle of St. 
Peier, already quoted under a former article, 
is concluſively in point here. For if God ſpar. 
ed not the angels that finned, but caſt them 


| down to hell and delivered them into chains of 


darkneſs to be reſerved unto judgment; and 
ſoared 1 not the the old world, but ſaved Noah, 
the eighth perſon, a preacher of righteouſneſs, 
bringing in the flood upon the world ef the un- 
godly ; and turning the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrha into aſhes, condemned them with an over- 
throw, making them an enſample unto thoſe 
that after ſhould live ungodly ; and delivered 
juſt Lot vexed with the filthy converſation of the 
wie ked: The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations, and to reſerve the un- 
Ju unto the day of judgment to be puniſhed.” t 


* 1, Theſſ. i. 2—10. The #ttentive reader will obſerve, that the 
clauſe. „ berau'e ow teſti, non) among you was belicred,” in the text, as it 
ttands in the bible. is encloſed in a parcntheſis. Hence, the pro- 
per connection of the ſeutcuce is fairly exhibucd in the quotatiog 


111. Peter ii. 4-9. 
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Wbat language could be plainer than this to 
certify, that both apoſtate angels and wicked 
men are now in hell; reſerved, in chains of 
darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great day, 
then to teceive their final and tremendous 
doom. Accordingly the ſame apoſtle, aſter- 
wards, deſcriptively calls the day of judgment, 
the day of the“ perdition of ungodly men.“ 
PERFECTLY correſpondent with the repreſen- 
tatioris now exhibited is the memorable diſcrip- 
tion of the general judgment, given by Chriſt 
himſelf, „ When the Son of man fhall come 
in his gloty; and all the holy angels with him, 
then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his glory: And 
before him ſhall be gathered all nations ; and he 
ſhall ſeparate them, not ſeparate their ſins, from 
them but ſepafate them,t one from another, as a 
ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats. 
And he ſhall ſet the ſheep on his right hand, 
rt. Peter iii. 5; che notion, that his fins may be pun- 
iſhed, but the finher hitnſelf acquitted, is fo exceedingly refincg. as to- 
CCC 
1 be ca = may be * to the bt eg poſte 
or hanged up in gibbets, and yet the culprits themſelves go free ; the 


invention would certainly give additional radiance to the vaſt “ flood 
of light,” already poured upon the preſent age, and they would d oubt- 


lels receive the thanks, at leaſt of thieves, robbers, burgiavey 2nd every 


deſeriptioh of lwicis offenders. Bot till an invention of this kind 
be made known to the world, it muſt not be theught ſtrange, if people, 
not endowed with the pecu/tar acumen of univerſaliſts, find it difficult to 
conceive hw the fins of Fudas can be puniſbed in hell, while himſelf in 
enjoying the bleſſedneſs of Heaven; ard are ready to imagine it quite 
as probable; that the good deeds of the righteous, and not the righteors 
themſelves, will be admitted to Heaven, as that the evil deed of the 
wicked, and not {he wicked tem / eives, will be doomed to hell. We muſt 
alſo be indulged to aſk, what need of the death of God's Son ?— If fn 
may be puniſhed, and yet the huner go free, why might not the iniquizier 
of the people, Which were laid upon Chriſt have been nailed to he croig, 
and Chriſt bimſelf have been ſpared ? Or, why might not the fins of all 
mankind have been doomed to the torments, of hell or burat ap and fingers 
all ſaved, without any vicurious or mediatorial interpolition ? 
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but the goats on the left. Then ſhall che king. 
ſay unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blefl: 
ed of my Father, inherit the kingdom, prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. — Then 
mall he fay, alſo, unto, them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye curſed into everlalting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. And 
theſe ſhall go away imo everlalling puniſhment ; 
but the 7ighteous into life eternal.”* Theſe 


plain, and deſcriptive words of our Lord aie 


deciſive, and require no comment. 

ALL the ſacred paſſages, cited - under this 
article are exceedingly clear and determinate; 
and agree with the greateſt poſſible exattneſs. 
They agree. in aſſerting the great and ſolemn 
tutb, that God has appointed a Cay, in the 
wiaich he will judge.the. world in righteguſacls, 
by Jeſus Chriſt. TRE agree in Ceclaring, 
that, in that day, an awful Gain gion, between 
the righteous and the wicked, will be publicly 
diſplayed. They agree in giving us aſſurance, 
that, by a righteous and public ſentence, God 
vill in that day, render to every man, according 
70 his character and deeds. And with this repre. 
{entatioa does the whole ſcripture accord. In 
every part of the bible, where any thing is ſaid 
reſpecting the general judgment, the ſame lead- 
ing 2 are conſpicuous. In no ſingle 
inſtance IF there the leaſt intimation, that in 
the day of judgment, the wicked ſhall be -par- 
doned, and the diſtindion between the gighteous 
and the wicked ceaſe ; fo far from it, the oppo- 


* Mat. xxv. 3t—46. The jntervening veiſes have been omitted in 
the quotation for the fake of brevity ; but if the entire pa be Alten- 


Lively peroſcd, the arguincnt mult, apprary, with additional. force: 


e. 
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vie, is deſcriptively called, the day of the reve- 
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fite ſentiment is uniformly. expreſſed, and that 
too in language the moſt. plain and unequivocal. 


Ina word ; it is to the day of general judgment, 


that the ſcriptures-conſtantly, refer us, for the 
reward. of the righteous, and the doom of tbe 
wicked, | 

IT is acknowledged, on ail hands, that man- 
kind are, in this world, on the footing of pro- 
bation; and that, when the term of their proba- 
tion fhall end, they will be finally received, by 
their ſupreme Judge; according to their reſpec- 
tive characters and works. Now, if this be the 
truth of fact, and there be a day appointed, in 
the which all are to be arraigned, for ſolemn 
and public audit, before the divine tribunal 
were it not natural and rational to expect, 
that that great day will be at the cloſe of their - 
probationary ſcene ? It appears very reaſona= F 
ble and ſuitable that when all fhall have com- 
pieted their term of trial, they ſhould be called 
together and publicly rewarded. But what 
good reafon can be imagined, why the millions of 
the human race ſhould be ſummoned together, 
for general aſſize and retribution, at a period, 
when, in regard to fore, if not the greater 
part, the term allotted for trial is not, perhaps, 
half completed? The folemn day, now in 


lation of Gods righteous judgment. Ii is the 

day, in which he will make a public ſhow of all 

hearts and characters; and declare to aſſem. 

bled: worlds the fentence of retribution, which 

he paſſes on cach individual. Such a revela- 

uon of his righteous judgment will be ſuitable 
xr * p 


—— 
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and neceſſary, to give creatures afull diſcovery: 
of his juſtice and grace, and will ſhire as a re- 


ſplendent light, through eternity. . But bow 1a- 
congruaus were it to ſappoſe, that this- all inter- 


ofting and ſtupendous ſcene ſhauld take place, 


before thoſe, p90 are immediately concerned 
in it, have finiſhed their courſe. of /probation. ? 

That the action of the moral univerſe: ſhoukl 
be intercepted, and ſuſpended, in the very 


mid{t of the drama; and the a4ors convoked 


for public audit and accord, before the . ators 


ſhall have completed, the performance of their 


reſpeive paris! Could we imagine, that ſuch 


ag event might take place, under the righteous: 
an wiſe government of Jehovah ; ſtill, would 
it not appear, that there ought to be afierware, | 
when all hall have completed their probational 


s ction, another general judgment, in which the 


aal. ſentence of retribution, paſſed upon all, 


may be publicly declared? 


CrERTAINLVY, if we allow ourſelves to be 
guided by che diQates.of reaſon and common 
ſenſe, in our ſpec ulation on this ſubject, We 
muſt conclude, unleſs we have divine aſſurance 
to the, contrary, ibat, ſince ibe ſcriptures ſpeak | 
ol one great day of general judgment, and but 
one, in which God, by a public, and rightcous - 
ſentence, will render to every man according to 
his deeds, whether. they be gonad, or whether 
they be evil; that auguſt and ſolema day will: 
not come, until all Hall have finiſhed their 
courſe of probation, and the ſemtenees of retri. 
bution, then awarded, will be-final and irrever- 
bbs. Ia perfett agrecment with this canclu-. 
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ſibn, ſo manifeſtly rational, are the. unanimous 


reſentations of holy writ: | 


g. Tus Spirit cf inſpitation ſpedks' of the 
ſcenes, which are to teke place, at the end of the 
preſent world; via. the general teſurtection and 
judgment, in ſuch a manner as to lead uus into the 
concluſion, that, by them the ſcene of Provi- 
dence, reſpeAing men, as candidates for future 
and eternal rewards, will be cloſed; and that af. 


ter ward, there will be no probation. 


PLAN Lx to this purpoſe is a paſſage in the ? 
fifieenth chapter of the fitſt epiſtte to the Corin- 


thians. As one of the principal arguments, 


in ſupport of univerſaliſm, is grounded on a + 
part of this paſſage, 1 with' we may conſider 


it, with great candor and attention. © Noy 


if Chrift be preached, that be roſe from the 
dead, how ſay ſome among you, that. there 5 | 


no teren of the dead ? But if there be 
reſurrection of the dead, then is Chriſt not riſco. 


And if Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preach- 
ing vain, and your faith is alſo vain. Vea, 


and we are found falſe witneſſes of God : be- 


cauſe we have teſlified of God that \ he raiſed - 
up. Chriſt ; whom he raiſed not up, if ſo be, that 


the dead riſe not. For if tbe dead rife not, 


then is not Chriſt raiſed ; and if Chriſt be not 
raiſed, your faith is vain ; ye are yet in your 
ſins. Then they alſo which are fallen afleep 


in Chriſt are periſhed. If in this life only, we have 


hope in Chriſt, ve are of all men moſt miſera- 
ble. But now is Chriſt riſen from the dead, and 


become the firſt fruits of them that flept. , For 


hace by man came. death; by man came, 2! lo, 
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the reſurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 
But every man in his own order: Chriſt the firſt 
fruits ; afterwards they that are Chriſts at bis 
coming. Then cometh the end, when he ſhall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God even the 
Father; when he ſhall — put down all rule, 
and all authority and power It will be par- 


ticularly obſerved, that the apoſtle; in the paſ- 


ſage before us, is treating expreſsly on the re- 
ſurreQion!- _ It will be obſerved, moreover, 
that he limits his »y wa. to the reſurrectioa 
of ſaints; thoſe who have fallen gſleep in Chriſt, 
and who art Chriſts ab his coming.” In the 
verſes preceding ee have . quoted, 
he aſſerted and proved the reſurrection of 
Chriſt. Then, from the reſurreQion-of Chrilt,, 
be infers the certainty chat thoſe, who die in 


Chriſt, ſhall - be raiſed. His argument is to 


this effect: If Chriſt have been-raiſed from the 
dead, then his people ſhall alſo be raiſed : 

But if Chriſt have been raiſed from the dead, 
then choſe who have fallen» afleep, or died, 
in him, are periſhed. But now is Chriſt riſen 
from the dead, and become the firſt fruits of 
them chat ſlept.” By them that ſlept, or Have 
fallen aſleep, as ii ſhould have been rendered, 
we are doubtleſs,. to underſtand the ſame, of 
whom the apoſtle had juſt before ſpoken as hav- 

ing fallen aſleep in Chriſt. © For ſince by 


man came death, by man came alſo the reſurrec- 


| 7 0 
2 gat: 
A 


vas 


tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.” Under the 
word all, the apoſtle intended to comprehend 


_ 8. _-- 
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thoſe, only, of -whom-he was particularly ſpeak- 
ing; behevers, or ſuch as fall aſleep in Chriſt. 
This is obvious from the whole preceding con- 
nection; andiſtill more fo, if poſlible, from the 
next, following vecſle. But every man in bis 
own order: Chrit the firſt fruits; afterward. 
they that are Chriſts at his coming.“ Here the 
apoſtle expteſsly limits his meaning to thoſe 
who are Chriſts. But ſhould we allow the 
word, all, to comprehend, in this place, che 
whole of mankind, finners as well as ſaints ; it 
would, {till, extend no ſupport to the univerſa- 
lian ſcheme, Chriſt has aſſured us that all who 
are in theit graves ſhall hear his voice and ſh al 
come forth, they that have done good unto the 
reſurrection of life, and thry that have done evil 
unto the reſurrection of damnation. 0 And no 
more than what Chriſt here aſſerts, is afferzed by 
the apoſtle in the text under conſideration; 
even if the word all be extended to finners as 
well as ſaints. It is the reſurreQion of. the bo- 
dy in or by Chriſt, not the reſurrection of the - 
ſoul to ſpiritual life, of which the. apoſtle is here 
treating. 5 | © 

« Every man ſhall be raiſed in his oon or- 
der: Chriſt the firſt fruits; afterward they that 
are Chriſts at his coming. Then cometh ihe 
end, when he Mall lave delivered up the King- 
com to Gad, even the Faller.“ Here the apoſtie 
aſſures us, that Chriſts mediatorial kingdom 
ſhall ceaſe immediately after the general reſur- 
rection of his people; which is always connected 
with the general judgment. Then cometh the 
<ad the end of Chriſts mediatoral work the end 
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of the probationary ſcene; when Chriſt ſhi: 
have delivered up the kingdom, which he as 
Mediator, had received, to God even the Father. 
For he mult reign till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet. The laſt enemy that ſhall be 
deſtroyed is death.” The laſt enemy to Chriſts 
eople is death, temporal, or corporeal death; 
r it is manifeſt from the whole connection, 
that the apoſtle had no other kind in view. As 
this is the laſt enemy, which ſhall be deſtroyed, 
the laſt impediment to the full ble ſſedneſs and 
glary of the body of Chriſt ; when the enemy is 
deſtroyed; as it will be at the general reſurrec- 
tion, then the end will come, and the kingdom 
be delivered up to the Father, This is the 
apoſtles argument: © For he muſt reign, till he 
hath put all enemies under his feet, The laſt 
enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death.” There- 
fore, when this is deſtroyed, „he will have put 
down all rule, and all authority, and power, and 
will have all enemies under his feet:” And 
the work being thus finiſhed, for which he took 
the kingdom, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf 
be ſubje& unto him, that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all.“ | | 
Tu z fame great truth is clearly taught us, by 
_hriſt in his explication of the parable of the 
wheat and-tares.. © He that {owwerti the good ſeed 
is the Son of man; the held is the! world; the 
good leed:are the children of the kingdom; but Ne. 
ares are the children of the wicked one; the Wl! 
enemy that ſowed them is the devil; the 0 
harvelt is the end of the world ; and the reapers' 
are the angels. As, therefore, tLe tares are ga 
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ered, and burned in the fire; ſo ſhall it be 
in the end of this world. The Son of man {ſhall 
ſend forth his angels, and they ſhall gather out 
of his kingdom all things chat offend, and them 
which do iniguity, and ſhall caſt them into a fur- 
nace of fire; there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing 
of teeth. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth, 
as the ſun, in the kingdom of their Father,” * 
No language could be more explicit, or leſs lia- 
ble to caution than this. We are here carried 
far to the end of this world and ſhewn the differ- 
ence between the righteous and the wicked, in 
that awful period. The righteous will, then, be 


from the foundation of the world, as wheat into 


wicked will be caſt into a furnace of fire, and 


clude, that thoſe tares are not, at the end of the 
world, to be tranſplanted into another cultivated 
held, that they may afterwards become wheat, 
And to place the matter beyond all queſtion, it 
is added, Then, ſhall the righteous thine forth, 
in the kingdom of their Father. If at the end 
of the world, which is the time prefixed for the 
e general reſurrection and judgment, the rigbteous 
4 WM!!! ſhine forth in the kingdom of their Father; 
then the kingdom muſt at that period be deliv- 
ered into the Fathers hands. This paſſage, 
therefore, is in perfect argument with the one, 
Juſt quoted, from Pauls letter to the Corinthi- 
ans, The. apoſtle ſa)s, that immediately after 
Mat, xu. 27 13. 


gathered into the kingdom prepared for them 
the barn for the huſhandman's uſe; but the 


burned, as unprofitable and noxious tarcs. 
From this repreſentation, it were natural to con- 
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the reſurreRion, cometh the end; when brit 


Hall bave delivered up the kingdom of God, 
even the Father; and Chriſt ſays, the righteous 
all then ſhine forth as the ſun, inthe kingdom 
of their Father. WIE, 

 Trar Chriſts mediatorial kingdom, and of 
courſe the ſcene of probational aQion,will ceaſe; 
at the end of the preſent world, or at the me 
-of the general reſurrection and judgment, is 


further evident from St. Peters words, in his 


fermon to the Jews, recorded in' the third 'of 
Acts. And he hall ſend Jeſus Chriſt, which 
before was preached unto you: Whom'the 


Heaven muſt receive until the times of reſtitu · 


tion of all things, uhichʒꝭ God hath ſpoken, by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets, fince the' world be- 
gan. Doubtleſs all the things, of which God has 
- ſpoken, by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
ſince the world began, comprehend all the things, 
which ſhall ever be reſtored: But according to 
this ſacred text, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is to be 
retained in the Heavens, until the times of the 
reſtitution of all thoſe things. But our divine 


Lord, we are aſſured, will not be retained, in 


Heaven, longer than till the general judgment. 
Hence, after that period, there will be no reſti- 
tution. All, who will ever be recovered 
from the ruins of the fall, will be recovered, 
previouſly to that period ; and, then, all things 
throughout all worlds, will be reſtored into the 
hands of the Father. This text therefore which 
has ſo often been impreſſed to ſupport the doc- 
trine ofa univerſal reſtoration of moral beings 
to a [late of happineſs, is deciſively againſt it. 
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I Chriſts mediatanial Kingdom is 4o -cegle; 


hands, at the end of the world, or in the «Gy of 
general reſurrection and Judgment ; 3 
caurſe, the ſgene of e vill, at. Fw peri- 


od, be claſedl. For Chit will, no longer 28 


the ea! wo of Mediator. What then will become 
e wicked? „ Where will the ungodly and 
the figner appear ? — It has been dheyn, and, I 
truſt, with convinging clearnels, that, inflead.of 
the wicked:being then reſtored and admitted 
together with the righteous, into 4he kingdom 
* God, that is the very time, in whiqh they are 
to receive their wenne doom. It is then 
they arc to bear the heart rendigg gm 
Depart: from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fires 
prepared ſor the . pk * angels. And 
alas! when, or his ſentence to 
be revoked ? Whither, or 19 ar to _ {hall they 
now repair far. falvation. Which way dhall 
qhey 4 Hy infinite winth, and and infinite doſpair:" 
The ſweet wediatorial ſęaſon · is paſt ; and no lon-· 
r is mere Extended, from == croſs of tbe 
i hdr ding Immanuel. Chriſt bas completed the 
83 deſign of .redemption,; bas ec in 
is people, 14 hor up the fcene, 
Bzxoxz I claſe this diſcourſe, I mull be al- 
loved to quote ſome remackable paſſages, from 
the latter part of the xeyelation of St. Jobn, 
which may. illuſtrate and confirm che whole ſeries 
of argutpent. The inſpired revelator, having, 
deſcribed, under ſeveral viſions, the different 
ſtates of the chutch, and the great events, which 
were ſueceſſivel/ 2 take place in the. world, 


and all things are to be refigred into the Fathers 
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before, during, and after the millennium, proceeds 
to give a deſcription of the general judgment. 
« And I ſaw a great white throne and him that fat 
on it, from whoſe face the carth and the Hea- 
wen fled away ; and there was found no place for 
them. And 1 faw the dead, ſmall and great, 
ſtand before God; and the books were opened; 
and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life : and the dead were judged out of 
thoſe things, which were written in the books, 
accordin "g to their works. And the ſea gave vp 
the dead which were in it; and death and he 
delivered up the dead which were in them; and 
they were judged every man according to their 
works. And death and bell were cal into the 
lake of fire. This is the ſecond death. And 
whoſoever was not found written in the book 0 
life was caſt into the lake of fire. This repre- 
ntation of the general judgment is perſeRly 
harmonious with thofe before exhibited. Next, 
follows a deſcription of the renoyated ſtaze of 
things, which immediately ſucceeds the ſolemni- 
ties of the judgment. * And 1 ſaw a ney 
Heaven, wi a new earth: ſor the firſt Heaven 
and the firſt earth were pafſed away ; and there 
was no more ſea, And, I John ſaw the holy 
city, new Jeruſalem, coming down from God 
out of Heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her buſband. And I heard a great voice out 
of Heaven, fay ing, Behold the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with chem, 
and they ſhall be bis people, and God himſelf 
ſhall be with them, and be their God, And 
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God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there ſhall be no more death, neither for- 
row, nor Crying ; neither ſhall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are paſſed 
away. Such is che blefled ſtate of things, 
which ſhall exiſt in the new Ferufalem. The 
characters, admitted to that glorious: ſtate are 
deſcribed, _ He that overcometh. ſhall inherit 
all things; and I will be his God, and he ſhall - 
be my Son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, 
end the abominable, and murderers, and whore- 
mongers, and ſorcerers, and idola'ors, and all 
liars, Mall have their part, in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimſtone ; which . is the 
ſecond death.“ T „ 
Tuus does the Spirit of inſpiration carry us 
forward, and ſhew us the ſtate of mankind, ſub- 
ſequent to the judgment of the great day. He 
ſhews us the holy city, thenew Jeruſalem, the tri- 
umphant church of the redeemed, in altits: beau- 
ty, felicity, and glory: And deſcribes the cha, 
xaQters, admitted to dwell in it. He informs 
us, at the ſame time, of another deſeription of 
characters, who, inſtead of being admitted to 
that hoſy and bleſſed ſtate, where there is “ no 
more ſorrow, nogcrying, nor pains,” are doom. 
ed to have their part, in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimſtone. In this woſul ſtate the 
Holy Spirit leaves them, without the lealt inti- 
mation, that they are ever to be releaſed, 
This, then, we ſhould naturally conclude, is 
their final and hopeleſs condition. And to 
confirm this concluſion, after a till, more par- 
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tientar deſeription of ths city, it: # ſaid 
% He hat is unjuſt ; 8 
he which ig filthy, # A d and 


mat is righteous let him be wahtesus Rent: 
be that i: holy let him be hoh Ml,“ Upon 55 
Chtiſt fays; Ax the language of atimonition t bis 
people, Bebold, I coe quickly 5 and my 
reward id vh mes to give every man according 
as his wok fhalt be. Anleted are they, that do 
his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tere of life, and may enter in through 
the ges into the eity. For willen are dogyy 
and forcererd, and Where mongere, and mur- 
derers, and idolatore; and whoſoever love 
and maketh a lie.“ 
Tuus. devifively do the fe ent off 
a hope of a p ſeafori, after the pre- 
ferit. They every where admonilly us in the 
moſt. ſolemn manner that now is ve acc 
time, aad the day: of falvation, in which it inf 
nitely conoem us to give alt diligence to make 
our calling and elett ion ſure ; becauſe the nig 
cometh, when nd man can work, 
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Tu er tur wicked, 1T SHALL COME TPON HIM. /* 


IFN attending to this ſolemn ſubjeft, we bave 
1 bitherto: purſued a regular and connected 
feries of argument. We began withthe great and 
eſſential difference. which, in the preſent ſtate, 
exiſts: between the righteous and the wicked : 
And we have ſhewn, ſtep by ſtep, tbat this grand 
diſtinction continues toexiſt at death in the ſepar. 
ate ſtate of Spirits, at the general reſurreAion and 
judgment, and in that renovated ſtate of things, 
which. is to ſucceed the folemnities of the laſt 
great day. In the progreſs of this ſeries, it has 
been ſhewn, in.the light of plain ſcripture, that, 
if the righteous be made happy, the wicked 
will be milerable ſometime ; and that the terri- 
ble things denaunced' againſt the wicked, as 
well as the glorious thivgs, promiſed to the 
nghteous, have principal and ultimate re- 
ſpect to the future world. It has been ſhewn, 
morcover, that it is in the day of gener- 
al judgment, the righteous are to receive their 
glorious reward, and the wicked their tremen- 
dous doom; and alſo, that, then, the mediato- 
rial and probational fcene is to cloſe, that is the 
day of conſummation, in which Chriſt, as Me- 
diator, will deliver up the kingdom into the 
po 
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hands of the Father, that God may be all in 
all. We now proceed to oblerve, 

4. Tax wicked; who fall under the ſentence 
of condemnation, in the laſt great day will 
never obtain a part in Oxrict's fatvation. | 

Tuis clearly appears, from what has already 
been ſtated; For, if, in the day of gend ral 
judgment, Chriſt deliver up the kingdom to the 
Father, and ceaſe from his mediatorial work; 
then, ſurely, none can ever, uſter ward, obtain 
falvationtkrough h. But firice chis is a potht 
of main conſequence, in the general ſubject, it 
may be expedient to give it: additional fupport. 
„ Brecüst F have” called; and ye refuſeck; 
T have ſtretched out my hand; and no mun re- 
Sarded_; But ye have fet at nought all my 
<ounſel and would none of my reproof; I af 
will laugh at your catamity ; Iwill mock. when 
your fear comerk. When your fear cometh 18 

geſolatton, and your deſtruction comerth'as a 
whirtwitid : when diſtreſs anck anguiſh: cometh 
upon you; then all they call upon me, but I 
will nor anſwer ;. they ſhall feek me tarly, but 
thy Rall not find me. Nor that they hated 
knowletlze, and did not choofe the fear of the 
Lord: They would none of my counſel; they 
deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore tall they 
eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled 
with their own devices. For the turning away ' 
of the fimple ſhall flay them, and the projfrenity of 
fools Mall deſtroy them. From this ſolemn 
pallage, it appears that finners have, now, ® 
ſpace for repentance, under à mild diſpenfation 
w; 34 3 ö „Fier. l. 4-32. 42 TR. 
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laugh m their calamity. 


Hence they can have no 


been diſpoſed to preach the doctrine of univerſal 
vation, here was certainly a fair ofen. It 
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of me They are addreſſed with gracious 
calls, end and admonitions; to- which if 
they will dutifufly bearken; they all obtam 
pardon and/ſalvation.. Bur the oe: ts coming, 
when this feaſon of mercy will end. Then 
God will be menorable. They Malt calf upon 
Rim but he will not anfever. When deſtrus- 

tion cometh upon them as a whirtwind, be wil 
* He that made 
them will. not have mercy. on them, and be 
that formed them will ſſre w them no. fE Vr. 
art in the ſfalvution 
of Ohriſt. Bar they firall cat of the fruit df 
their own- way, and be filed with their” owt» 
devices: This, furely,” is as much a8 to ſap, 

Fhey ſhall net obtair | 
puviſhed, gotording te the demerit- of their 
crimes. * 
Fray to ener i ar; the frait gate: er 
mam, I ſay untb-you; will ſeek to enter im an 
Pal net be ab. Phits it wilt de remembered, 
ts our Lord's reply to one who aſked bim, whe. 

ther there are few that he faved; Had: Chriſti 


appears, that the ter bad no idea, that: 
all men wontd be faved. If he were in erros, 
by did not our divine teacher: correti dan f 


I. vii. 24. t We are- repeatedly, — * in 2 

aſfuret (hat God wilt render unto every man according 

ruin in thedeeds done in the body, But Ii the wicked r dey * LEE 
't 


ment acer to their works, they, certainly. will have 


Chriſts falvs They wilt -rective' Og mech ; Valeſs, indeed, * 
0 to et abe nt M, who has recei 7 . 
Dad his full tem on ds pillory, is FER pre E ang Re 
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Why did he not tell him, you are under a very 
great and unhappy miſtake: For not a few, | 

only, but all the human race mall be oy 
Nothing of this complexion. is found in his re- 
ply. On the contrary, he confirms the enquir- 
er in his opinion, affuring- bim, expreſely, chat 
pond ſhall not be ſaved; and improves ibis a8 
zn argument to enforce the i importance of great' | 
earncſineſs in ſeeking... ſalvation; - Forma 
Þfay. unto. you will feel to enter in, · and ſh 
nk be; able. When maſter of the 
houſe is riſen up, and hath. hut. to tie: door, and 
ye begin to · ſtand v ithout, and to knock at the 
door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us ; and 
be ſhall anſwer-· and ſay. 4 Ae yeus. know: you not, 
vhenee ye are: Then ſhall ye begin to ſay, We 
have eaten and drunk: in thy, preſence, and 
mou haſt taught in our ſtreets. But be ſhall 
ſay,- £tell you, I know: you net, .whence. ye. are: 
depart 1815 me, all. ye workers of iniquity. 

There l be. weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
when ye ſhall he Abraham; and Iſaac, and 
Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, and you yourſelves thruſt oui. In what' 
language, wofe explicit than this, could Chriſt 
Have declared, chat the door of mercy ſhall be: - 
ſhut againſt ſome ; and that thoſe, againſt whom” 
Wr, ſhall never be admitted to his king- 
dom. The door: will be finally ſhut at the laſt 
great day, when he ſhall have delivered- up the 
kingdom to the Father: Then, when thoſe 
who ſtand/ without, knock at the 'ddor; crying 


Lord, Lord, open unto us, he: will By unto 
® Luke xiii 2 j 29 - 
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them; I know you not; depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity. Tien ſhall they weep and 
gall therr teeth, when they ſhall ſee alt the 
tds redeemed people, gathered. into his 
kingdom; and cheſt ves Peres excluded. 
Then ſhalt diftrels and angadiſtr come upon 
them; but che Lord as we are affured in the 
palfage juſt ened from Proverbs, will not 
hearken to their cries. 
„ ENT ye imat the flrait gate: for vide is 
the gate, and broad is the way that. leadeth io 
deftruftion, and many there be winch go in tere- 
4: Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and natrow is 15 
way which leadech unto life, and ſeu there 
that find t. Not every one that fanh unto me; 
Lord, Lord; ffiall enter into the kingdom o 
Heaven; but he chat doethy the wilt o my Fu- 
ther which is in Heaven, Many will fay ume 
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
pticfied: in thy name?” and in thy name Have 
caft: our devils?” and. in thy naqge done ma- 
ny wonderful works d And. men will 1 
feſs unto them, never Brew: vou: dapaPt 
me, ye that work iniquity Here we are fur: 
ed, that the gate San life is ſtrait, the way nar- 
row; and br few. find it. But certainly the 
reſt, who-do-not findhe way to life, witt nevet 
obtain a: part in Chriſt's ſalvation. Thoſe who 
do not the will of God, or who- do not belive 
m Chriſt, however joportanately they may cry, 
Lord, Lord, in the day of 8 ſhall nev- 
er be owned dy Chriſt as bis people, nor ad- 
witted. yo. his kingdom. The ame foletan 


. vii, 13, 14% 2123. 
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truth is taught in che parable of the ten virgins: : 
While the five fooliſh virgins, went to buy oil, 
the bridegroom came, and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage : and the 
door was ut. Afterward came alſo the other 
virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. But 
be anſwered and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto. you, 
I know you not.“ Wretched, indeed, muſt be 
the condition of thoſe, who are thus diſowned, 
and ſhut out from the marriage ſupper of the 


Lamb. PAY „ 
| s, hitherto adduced under this 


Tu: paſſage 
article, are all of the ſame complexion and im- 
port. They all clearly teftify that the door of 
mercy will be ſhut before all mankind are ga- 
| thered into Chrifts kingdom; and thoſe who are' 
then ſhut out, will cry for mercy in vain. OF 
courſe, they will never obtain a part in Chriſte | 
Or ĩͤ 
Trax door of merey is ſhut againſt indivi- 
dual fingets, when they die. For, as it was 
formerly ſhewn, thoſe. who, die in their ſins ate 
reſerved, in priſon, unto the day of judgment 
to be puniſhed. Hence, they have no ſeaſon of 
mercy,: between death and the final judgment. 
In that ſolemin day they will be brought” fort 
and receive their tremendous doom. Then the 
kingdom will be reſigned into the hands of the 
Father ; and the door will be finally ſhut againſt 
all, whoſe names are not found written in the 
book of liſe. Hence, Now is the accepted 
time ; behold, now is the, day of ſalvation. 
Bu x, as it reſpeQs the grand point in queſtion, 
ORs Se the whole parable, Mat, e -i... 
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n is of no material conſequence, whether it be 
at death, at the general judgment, or at ſome 
other period, ihat the door is ſnut. For, aſſigu 
whatever period, we may, for the ſhutting of the 
door; it flill remains certain, from the ſcrip- 
tures now before us, that whenever the daor is 
ſhut, ſome will be ſhut out. Then ſhall they 
call upon God, but he will not anſwer : they 
ſhall cry, Lord, Lord, open unto us, but Chri 
will ſay unto them, I know you nat; depart 
from me, ye workers of iniquity. Now it is 
incumbent on univerſaliſts to ſhew how, and 
when theſe will be ſaved. We. 
Tux ſacred texts, concerning the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, are clearly in point. “ The 
blaſphemy againſt the Holy Gholt ſhall not be 
forgiven unto men. W hoſcever ſpeaketh againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, it Mall net be. forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world: to 
come, —He that ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt hath never forgiveneſs, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation.”* Theſe texts go to prove, de, 
cilively, that ſome will never be ſaved, in the goſ- 
pel way of forgiveneſs, through the atonement of 
Chriſt, To theſe. may be added the following, 
* It any man fee his brother fin a fin, which is 
not unto death, he ſhall aſk, and he ſhall give 
him life for them, that ſin not unto. death, 
There is a ſin unto death: I do nat ſay that he 
ſhall pray for it.“ And why not pray for thoſe, 
who are guilty of this fig? Unqueſtionably, be- 
caulethere is no poſſibility of their being par- 
doned and ſaved. *© For it is impoſhble fax 
Mat. xii, gi, 32. Mark iii. 9. . John. v. 6. 


. 
— 


Fer % Here to one 


| frac]; a gin and for a oy hy the aft 


. thoſe, AJ.) were once ee avd. have 


axſted of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy:Obot. and have -tafted 
che good word ft 8 God, and the powers of the 
world to come, i they ſhall Tall away, to reney 
ahem. again unte 2 nee; 4 For if we fin 
wilfully, after hat ve have received the know. 
edge of the truth, chere xemaipeth no more 
Acrifice for Lin, but a certain fearfy] „ 
for of judgment, and fiery indignation, Ahle 
ſhall: devour the adverſaries“ 
PerTiNENT under this article, alſo, are all 
thoſe ſacred palſages, which ſpeak of lame 4 a 
receivifig no benefit from "the goſpel. 
evangelical prophet, ſpeaking, Re of 
abe Lord Jefus Ohriſt, ſays, '< And ora as 


for a ſanfQuary -: but for of one 0 e 
t 


tante ruſalem. An among them 
Fall full funbl and fall, and be brok en, and. ſnare 
| talen. 1 The apoſtle St. Peter, quoti 15 
partly. roc this paſſage, ſays, Wherefore al 

it is contained in the feripture, Behald, 1 lay 
in Zion a chief corner ſtone, ele ct, precious: 
and he chat believeth on him fhall not be con- 
founded. Unto yon, there/ore , which Believe, he 
is precious: But unto them which be difobedienh 
the ſtone which the builders diſallowed, ihe 
2 made the lead of the corner, and for 6 
fone of flumbliyg, and a rock of offence, even 10 
them, which fumble-at the wor?, being ei ſobedi. 


int hereunto alſo, they were appointed.” F The 


Seb. vi. Ferm 2 8 12 145 16. 91. Peter i. 6—8- 
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apoftie St: Faul ſays, © For the roi 
che croſs is to toms that per 17 ut 
unto you; which are ſaved, it of 
God.» But if our Loipe I hid, yy 1 is ki 
1» them that are lat: in whon the God of this 
world hath blinded the 17 of them kh 
believe not, ft the light e glorious g 
of Ckrift, who 1 the * N of Gi al 
unto hem. 1 © Unts you it is given,“ 477 0 or 
Lord to his diſciples, © 10 know the myſtery 
of the bed ab of God; but ninto nem that are 
without all theſe l. are done in parables : 

that ſeeing E 
hearing, 272 
any time, they 
fins ſhould be forgive In addreſſes 
o the | Father he ſays, © f thank thee 8 
Father, Lotd of Heaven and earth, becuuſe 
thou haft hid theſe things from the wiſe and Pru- 
dent; and haſt vealed them unto babes. Even 
ſw, Father, for it ſo ſeemed good in thy fight.” 
& pray not for the world, but for them whic 
thou haſt given me; for they are thine. ] Now, 
without any particuler comment oh theſe ſcrip- 
tures, I ſubmit to che deciſion of the candid 
and attentive mind, whether it be not their na- 
tural and moſt obvious import, that ſome will 
not be ultimately benefited by the goſpel ? 
Nay, that it was never deſigned, the goſpel 
ſhould prove of ſaving benefit to all mankind ?_ 
—To theſe the following paſſages may be 
laperadded. “And as many as were ordained 

1. Cor, i, 18, F 17. Cor. iv. 3, 4 t Mark iv. 11, 18. 

| $ Mat. xi. 23. by [| John xvii. 9. 


rde and not underſtand ; left at 


id be converted, and their 
u chem. 4 


and not pertetbe : and 


— 
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collected, was ſaid of the people of Antioch 
in Piſidia. Did all che, people in Antioch be- 
lieve in the goſpel, preached by Paul and Bar- 
vabas ? Read the entire * wich which 
this text ſtands conneRed, and you vill ſee they 
did not. They were not all, then, ordained to 
eternal life. For we are told, explicitly, that as 


believed. Will the reſt, who were not ordained 
to eternal life, ever be ſaved? Is it any part of 
the divine counſel, that they. ſhall ever obtain 


nal life, are, yet, oxdained to eternal life! “ But 
ye believe not, ſays Chriſt, becauſe ye are not f 
my heep. My: ſheep here my voice, and I know 
them, and they: follow- me: And I give unto 


Some then are Chritlt's ſheep, and ſome are not. 


part in his ſalvation ? 4 For 1 ſay unto you, that 


chaſen. | 


theſe Iwill add an argument from the general 
ds xiii, 48. + John x. £6= 28. Ste the conneftion entire, 
+ Comparc Mat. Xxii. - 14. With Luke, xiv, 16—24- 


to eternal life believed.”* This, it will be .r6 | 


many of them, as were ordained to eternal life, 


eternal ſalvation, through Chriſt the Redee mer? 
If fo ; thep thoſe, who are ng ordained to eter- 


them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh.” t 


To his ſheep he gives eternal life, and ey ſhall 
never periſh. But how will it fare with thoſe 
who are not his ſheep ? Will they ever obtain a 


none of thoſe men, which were bidden, /hall taſte: 
of my ſupper. For mam are called, but few are 


Tux plain ſcripture proofs, now exhibited, 
muſt carry conviction, it is thought, to every 
candid mind, that ſome of mankind will never 
ohtain a part in the ſalvation of Chriſt, ' But to 
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tenor of the goſpel. He that believeth ſha 
be ſaved, and he that believeth not, ſhall t 
damned.” Of this general tenor was the Wo! 
preaching of Chriſt and his apoſlles. Now, t. 
be ſaved is one thing, and to be damned is dil! 
unctly another. It is no where ſuggeſted, th. 
a perſon may be both damned and ſaved; or. 
that any may be damned, in the goſpel ſenſe, an 
yet ſaved, in the goſpel ſenſe. But if there b» 
any meaning in Tahguage, it is conſtantly and 
cleatly implied, that thofe who ate damned will 
never obtain a part in the goſpel ſalvation. To 


be dame d, in the goſpel ſenſe, is to be doom- 


ed to the tormients of hell: © To be ſaved, in the 


goſpel ſenſe, is to be delivered from fit and ex- 


empted from the' torments of hell ; made holy. 
and admitted to the kingdom of Heaven. Thoſe, 


therefore, who are doomed, in the day of judg- 
ment, to ' depart, accurſed, into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and His angels, will not be 
faved in the goſpel ferife, but really damned, 
But if they be not ſaved in the goſpel ſenſe, they 


vin never obtain” a part in Chriſt's ſalvation, 
The laſt thing, which the great Redeemer does, 
before he delivers up the kingdom to the Father 


is io doom the wicked"to everlaſing puniſhment, 
in that'difmal* lab e, where their worm d:et/ not, 


* 


ald the” ve isn, quenched; © 


Bur not'to inſiſt, for the preſent, on theſe 


ſtiong phrafes: If thoſe who fall under the ſen- 


tence of damnation, in the day of general 


judgment, will never obtain a part in 


Chriſt's ſalvation ; then, it is evident, they. 


vil never be releaſed from puniſhment un- 


* 
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le ſe we can ſuppoſe that they may themfelves be 
able to ſayisfy the demands of juſtice, and on chat 
naked footing obtain a liberation. And could we 
even imagine avy thing like this, we gught nat to 
confiderit as any part of the goſpel ſcheme. The 
golpel contemplates the ſa} vation of fingers, from 
puniſhment which they deſerve ; not their libs 
eration from. puniſhment, after ſuffering accord. 
ing to their deſerts. The goſpel, moreover, con- 
templates a ſalvation to be effefted by Chriſt, 
and on the footing of mere grace, through his 
atonement, not a deliverance ia be efeced, by 
finners themſelves, and on the fpoting of firi& 
Juſtice, through their perſonal ſufferings. Hence, 
if it were admitted, tbat choſe, who are dogmed,, 
in the day of judgment, to ſuffer a. puniſhment 
anſwetable to their deſerts, may, in fore fax dil. 
tant perioq of fyturity, completely ſatisfy the 
demands. of juſtice, and on that grobpd obtain 
a releafe from the torments of bell; js could: 
not, with any ſemblace of congruity, de conſid. 
cred as conſtituting any part of the goſpel. 
For in this affair, neither Chriſt nox grace 
would have any thing to do: Thoſe who ſhould 
obtain releaſe, in this way, would obtain it, nat ac ; 
cording to the goſpel, but according 16 ſltict lav. 
Hence, the preachers of ſuch a deliverance do 
not preach the goſpel, but the law; and tbeir 
preaching, when addreſſed to figners, amounts, 


iu plain language to ibis; *you need not he very 


ſalicitous about the ſalvation of the goſpel; fot 
ſhould you totally neglect it, you: may, never 
theleſs, obtain deliverance from hell, according 


10 ſtrict law and juſtice, trough your. owp. 90 
iugs and ſufferings,” 
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Bur, is there room, then, for the hope, 
gloomy and cheerleſs as it may be, that the 
damned in hell, though utterly excluded from 
a part in Ghtiſts ſalvation, may, yet, in ſome 
far diſtant and unknoun period of futuriiy, 
obtain a releaſe. from their ſufferings, on the 
ground of having-perſonally anſwered the tigor- 
ous demands of law and - juſtice? Moſt willingly 
indeed, would we leave them this dreary, yet 
alleviating, hope, this laſt- drop of- vater: to cool 
their tongues; were it-warranted by the ſacred. 
oracles of truth, and a-ſuitabie regard to the 
divine kingdom and glory. But I. proceed to 
obſerve... . pF os 73; 9 bh 5 W 1 

5. Tux ſcriptures, inſtead of warranting the 
opinion or hope, that the future puniſhment of 
the wicked will ſometime come to an end, al- 
ſure us in language than which none could be 
plainer, or ſtronger, that it will never ceaſe. - 

Caror lays, I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life 3 no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me. But if none can ever come unto God, 
otherwiſe than by Jeſus-Chriſt ; then none will 
ever be admitted io Heaven, on the baſis of 
having petſonally ſuffered; anſwerably to their 
deſeris. “ He, chat being often reproved bard- 
nech bis: neck ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and 


that without remedy.” A deſtrudtion without | 


remedy muſt certainly be endleſs. | | 
& Tax hypocrites hope | ſhall periſh ; whoſe. 

hope {hall be cut off, and whoſe: truſt ſhall be 

a ſpider's web,” T * The de ſue of the wicked. 


ſhall periſh.”{ The expeQation of the wick. 
Jom xiv. 6. + n Job viii 1 & Flalm gail, 10 
2 
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of this, when they die t 


Hence alt the ſacred texts, of the kind laſt 


ford: From men, which are y hand, Of 


ed ſhall periſh."* « When a vieked man dit, 
his ex ſhall periſh, and the of un- 
juſt men Peri heth. W. 6 For what is the hope 
ofthe hypocrite, though he hath gained, when 
God takerth away the ſoul. T — 
expeQation, the defire, and the hope of rhe wick.. 
ed ?—ls i not, that they ſhall ſometime be hap- 
Py ? If; then, they will ever obtain happineſs, in 
any way, or in any, however diſtant, period, 
with vhat „or truth can it be ſaid, 
their deſire, expeAation, and hope ſhall periſ? 
Why, eſpeeially, ſhall they 2 at-death? If: 
the wicked. be ever to obtain a releaſe from hell, 
they will doubtleſs, know more of the certainty. 

oan know, in the 
bey will ever obs 


preſent ſtate. M therefore, 
rain happineſs; their r and hope, in 
Reed of being cut off; and periſhing, a x thr 
mult - rather flouriſh, and — ſtrengthened. 


quoted, muſt be admiued as very ſtrong: pProoſy 
that the damned will never he releaſed. | 

Fux ſeriptures affure us, chat the wicked 
have their portion of good things- in this life. 


« Deliver my ſoul from the wicked, which is th 


Lord from men of the world, which have their 
portion, in- this life. 0 « Wo unto you that are 
rich,” fays Chriſt: «for ye have received yo 
conſdlation. When the rich finnen, in 

hell tifted up bis eyes, being in torment, and 
implored ho compaſſion of p forties he receiv- 


ed for anſwer, Son, remember that thou in 
* Prov; 20 ibid. adi; N $Job aavii. S. e: i, 194 39 Nail. 
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by which — have ende auored to deſtroy i 


tim: IIS * m—_— Bug if 
E fe tm: wilt ever _ happinets, pyo 
and Poon ern — and glory in 


everlaſting 

the future: warld ; uh ſhould it be faid, they 
receive their 
their 


portion, their conſolmion; and 
good things in this. In this cotmection, , 
the words oß Chriſt, reſpeding Judas, may be 
pertinently introdueed. Wa to: that man, 
by whom: the Sosa of man in betrayed: good 
were it for that man; iſ he had never been born. 
Suppoſe the punifſhmenty which Judas mufſi ſuffer 
to be mũlions of ages: ftalt, if he be afte rward re- 
leaſed; and admitted to the bleſſedneſi of Heav- 
en, he will then have an eternity of confum 
mate felicity aud glory before him In this? 
caſe, kts exiſtance; in its whole duration, would: 
he to kan; an infinite gaod.. But if his exiſtance be 
an infinite goocʒ to himʒ it muſi be:infinitely good. 
for him, that he was bog: ver, is in 
dire& contradictiomio Chtiſta declaration. Thie 
text, then ſo completaly harmonious with thaſe- 
in connection wich which ix is now placed, and, 
alſo, with the general tenor of ſeripture, maine, 
ſtil, in ful foree againſſ the doctrine af univer fi 
reſtoration, notwithſtanding the pitiful e va ſionʒ 
tor 
« 'Fxar whith beareth thorns: and: briars is 
rejected and is nigh unto curfing ; whoſe end is. 
10 be burned.” Fer many walk, of whom F 
Yay tale ere ra and nom tell you ever 
* that they are the entmies of the: 
craſs of: Chilty whoſe end is drftruttion.” 
Therefore, it is wo great thing. if his [Satans 


? buke xvi. 23 T Merk Wu 2h t Hebt vi, & 9 Phil, ili, 18) 19. 
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miniſters alſo be transformed as the miniſters 


of righteouſneſs ; whoſe end faull'be according to 


their works;"* Is nbt the end of mankind'their - 


final ſtate ?** Vo have? your fruit unto boli- 
neſs,“ ſays the apoſtie to his chriſtian brethren, 
and the end rverlaſting 1%. The end of the 
righteous, then, is their. nal ſtate: And, by parity | 
of teaſon, the end of the wicked is therr final ſtate. 
Let the remarkable comraſt, now exhibited, be 
ſeriouſly eonſidered. The end or final ſtate ofthe 
righteous is eberlaſting lie: but the end, or 
final flate, ofthe wicked, is deſtruction, is to be 
burned, is according to their works, EVIL. If. 
the wicked were ever to be releaſed from hell 
and admitted to Heaven, there could be no- 
propriety in this repreſentation; for, in that 
caſe; the end, or final late; of the wicked as well” 
as that of the righteous; would be everlaſting; 
lie. In this connetlion, the following texts 
may be pertinent and weighty. For what: 
is a man“ profited, if he ſhall gain the 
whole world, and loſe kts oαNl foul r If, 
our goſpel be hidbit is hid to them that are loſt,” t' 
© That: whielr beareth thorns and briars is re- 
jented. * What if} God, willing te ſhew his 
wrath; and to make his power known, endure: 
with much long ſuffering the veſſels of : wrath, 
fatied to de ion. [ The tranſgreſſors ſhalt 
be deſtroyed together.“ 1 „ But theſe at natural 
brute beaſts, made io be taken and drſtroy-d' 
ſpeak evil of the things, that they underſtand 
not, and ſhall ulteriy periſh in their on corrup- 
11. Cor. A 15. © + Met xvi; 66. f 117 Cort iv: 94 h Heb. vi. 8 
| I Rem, ix 28. 1 Pfalm xxvii h 
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Han.“ I beg it may be feriouſly conſidered, 
whether language like this now before us, be, 
on any fair conftruftian, compatible. with the 
doftrine of univerſal reftoration ? If the wicked 
will ever be releaſed. from miſery, and admitted 
to a ſtate af iaterminable bleſtedaels ; wih what 
ſemblance of tyuth ar propriety can it be faidy 
that they boſe 1 they are rejected, 
or caſt away — ihat they ſhalt be deſtroyed, and 
VTTERLY-. perth in thiin own corrufiten f— 
The kingdom of Heaven is like unte 2 net 
that was caft into the fea, and gathered of every 
kind; which, when it was full, they drew to 
More, and fat dow o, ane gathered the good into 
veſſele, but caſt the bad away. So Rall it be at 
the cod of the world: The angels fhall: come 
forth and fever the wicked from among the juſte 
and halt ceft nem into ' the furnace - fre. 
The bad filk, which repreſent the wicked; are 
taſt away ; and the tares, according to the para- 
ble formerly quoted, are burnt up; 3 
the ———— bad Sh Mall ever 
become good, or the tares become Wheat. Are 
not theſe totally irreconcilable with 

every ſcheme of univerfal happineſs ? 
Ad aliR; of the wicked i 6s * aid. & Tho ugh, 
while he lived he hleſſed his ſoul, be halt go 
to the generation: of his. fathers : they ſhall 
never fee light.” But if they never fee light, 
they will never obtain deliverance from: the 
dark regions of wa, % He that believeth not 
the San /hall not ſee life, but the wrath: of God 
abidet on him.“ If they ſhall not fee life, and 
AI. Pracrils 46. ü Mat, t 77 4 Dial, alia. 28,0. U . gd 
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the wrath of Gbd abide on them, is not their ob 


condition utterly . hopeleſs ? There are ſundry T 
texts of the ſame complexion, with theſe” laſt fa 
quoted, expreſſing a' peremptory' negation of hi 
happineſs to the incorrigibly wicked. Sinners WW 6: 
Hall not ſtand in the congregation of the righ. fe 
teous.”* © Wholoeyer: ſhall not receive the Pt 
kingdom of-God as a little child, he Hall not ta 
enter therein.”+ * They ſhall ſeek” me early, ol 
but they ſhall not fond me. J. Beſides all this, ol 
between us and you there is a great gulf rIxX RD Pe 


ſo that they which ' would paſs from hence to ti 
to you cannot; neither can they /paſs to us that b. 
would come fromthence. . Is not each of theſe ir 
texts, ſingly conſidered, expreſs and deciſive? 8 
How, then, can vwerefiſt weir united force ? 
Acai: « I chy band offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, thaw 
having two hands to go into hell, znto the fire 
that never all be quenched; Where:thetr "worm 
dieth not, and the re is noi quenched; And il 
thy foot offend thee; cui it off: it is better for 
thee to enter halt into life; than having 1wo ſeet ! 
to be caſt into bell, into the fire that never hall. 
be quenched ; whereithe worm” dieth' nbt and the 1 
| 


fire is not! quenched” And if thine eye offend 
thee, pluck it. out: at is better for thee to-enter 
into the kingdom of Godwwirh' one eye; than 
having tO eyes to be caft into hell- fire ; * where 
their worm dieth not, and the: fire is mot guench- 
ec, This  awfal: paſſage, notwithfanding all 
the ſlight and cunning" craftineſs,* with! which it 
has been aſſdilad, lliſt remains an immovable- 


* Plalari, g.tt Mek k. 19.74 Prov, l. 26. falke xvi, 26. [Markix, 4-4. 
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obſtruction, in the way of a final reſtoration. 
To this may be added the following. * Whoſe 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge 
bis floor, and gather his wheat into the garner: 
but he will burn the chaff with unquenchable 
fire. We have before ſcen the wicked re- 
preſented under the ſimilitude of bad fiſh, and 
tares: Here we ſee them, under the fmilitude 
of chaff. - It certainly requires no acuteneſs 
of diſcernment to ſee, how exceedingly inap- 
poſite theſe ſimilitudes muſt be; on the ſuppoſi- 
Thin that the wicked will ever be releaſed from 
hell, and admitted to the glorious and everdur- 
ing kingdom of God. When the wheat is 
jo: into the garner, the tares and the chaff, 
are thrown AWAY, as unfit for ule, and biirned, 
Thus, we are affured 1t will be with the wicked 
at the end of the world: ' They ſhall be ſepar- 
ated from the righteous ; and hey ſhall be caſt 
away and burned ; yea, burned | with u N- 
QENCHABLE re! 

I Have, hitherto, purpoſely adyoided inſiſt 
ing on thoſe pafſages of ſcripture, 1 in which the 
words eternal, everlaſting, and forever, are uled, 
in application to the future puniſhment of the 
wicked: Not becauſe 1 do not conſider them 
determinate, and concluſive, notwithſtanding 
all the ſophiſtry of criticiſm, which they have 
been obliged to ſuſtain; but becauſe, I wiſhed 
firſt to ſhew, that, ken in the literal unlimited 9 
ſenſe, they only go to confirm a dofrine, which i 
is clearly and abundantly taught, in variuus | 
cher forms of language, in the volume of lacred | 


* Mat, ill, 12. 
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the wrath of Gbd abide on them, is not their 
condition utterly. hopeleſs ? There are ſundry 
texts of the ſame complexion; with theſe laſt 
quoted, expreſſing a' peremptory' negation of 


happineſs to the incorrigibly wicked. Sinners 


all not ſtand in the congregation of the righ. 
teous.”* Whoſoe ver ſhall' not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little chitd, ke Mall not 
enter therein. T * They ſhall ſeek me early, 
but they /hall not find me. 1 Beſides all this, 
between us and you there is a great gulf IX ED; 
ſo that they which ' would paſs from hence to 
to you cannot; neither cun they paſs to us that 
would come from thence. 9 1s not each of theſe 
texts, ſingly conſidered, expreſs and deciſive? 
How, then, can wereſiſt their united force? 
Acaix: „If chy band offend thee, cut it off: 
it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, thaw 
having two hands to go into hell, into the fire 
that never Mall be guenchel nere heir worm 
areth not, and tht ere is nui guenched. And il 
thy foot offend thee; cui. it off: it is better for 


thee to enter halt into life; than having two feet _ 
to be caſt into hell, inta the fire that never ſhall 


be quenched ; "where:the worm” dieth bt and the 
Fre is not quenched And; if thine eye offend 
thee, pluck it, out: ät is better fort thee to'enter 
into the kingdom of Gock-with one eye; than 
having tO eyes to be caft into hell- fire; + where 


their worin dieih not, and thes fire is not | quench- 


el, This awfal paſſage, notwithRanding all 
the {light and cunning” craftineſs;* with which it 
bas been aſſailed; (Ot remains an immovable- 
lala i. g.# Meik 4. 19.74 Prov, i. 58. Luke xvi. 26. I Mark ix. 494-48," 
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obſtruction, in the way of a final reſtoration. 
To this may be added the following. * Whoſe 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly . purge 
bis floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; 
but he will burn the chaff with unguenchable 
fire. We have before ſeen the wicked re- 
preſented under the ſimilitude of bad fiſh, and 
tares : Here we ſee them, under the Gmilitude 
of chaff. - It certainly requires no acuteneſs 
of diſcernment to ſee, how exceedingly inap- 
poſite theſe ſimilitudes muſt be; on the ſuppoſi- 
8 that the wicked will ever be releaſed from 
hell, and admitted to the glorious and everdur- 
ing kingdom of God. When the wheat is 
ee into the garner, the tares and the chaff, 
are thrown away, as unfit for uſe, and blirned, 
Thus, we are affured 1t will be with the wicked 
at the end of the world : They ſhall be ſepar- 
ated from the righteous; and hey ſhall be caſt 
away and | burned ; yea, burned with UN> " 
QENCHABLE fire!” 

I ave, hitherto, purpoſely adyoided in ſiſt⸗ 
ing on thoſe pafſages of ſcripture, in which the 
words eternal, everlaſting,and forever, are uſed, | 
in application to the future puciſhment of the | 
wicked : Not becauſe 1 do not confider them 
determinate, and concluſive, notwithſtanding 
all the ſo phihry of criticiſm, which they have 
been obliged to ſuſtain ; but becauſe, I wiſhed 
firſt to ſhew, that, tz Ken in the literal unlimited 
ſenſe, they oaly go to confirm a dofrine, which 
is clearly and abundantly taught, in various 
acher forms of language, in the volume of lacred 


Mat, Ui. 12. 


It may not, however, be 
duce ſome brief remaiks. 
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truch. But now, having adduced ſuch. abus- 
dam and various proof, that the future puniſh- 
ment of the wicked will be abſolutely intermin- 
able, I might be juſtified, 1 think, in calling 
fotwart the hoſt of texts, now in view, without 
any particular notice of the unwearied paing 
which have been uled to deſtroy their force, 
inexpedient to intro- 


I is a well known fact, that the Hebrews 
& and Greeks, in whoſe reſpective languages 
& the old and new teſtaments were written, un- 
& derſtood the puniſhment deſcribed to be eter- 
4 nal; and the deſcendants. of thoſe nations, 
* who now bave the beſt knowledge of the pow- 
er and meaning of words in theſe languages, 
* underſtand them ſo to this day. It is con» 
* ceived, this is a ſufficient reply to all modern 
& criticiſms on this ground againſt the doQtrine 
* of eternal miſery. It is very abſurd to ſup- 
& poſe, that half a dozen moderns, who call 
© themſelves learned in the ancient languages, 
& ſhould be better judges of the power and 
& meaning of words in theſe languages; than 
* the learned, who, ſpeak them — their in- 
* fancy, and were the very perſons who fixed 
* their meaning.” | | 
% ANOTHER faft, as certain as the former, 
& is this; that of all the learned of all other na- 
„ tjons, who have taken the 
* acquiring a thorough knowledge of the He- 
& brew and Greek languages; more than nine 
e hundred and ninety nine out of a thouſand, 
have underſtood the deſcriptions of the holy 


greateſt pains in 
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te ſetipture to mean eternal miſery, They 
© have been as learned, as x 5 in en- 
& quiry, as apparently honeſt as the few who 
& have ſuppoſed differently.“ Does it not, 
thus, higbly concern thoſe, who ſuffer their opin. 
ions to be blown about by the windy aſſertions of 
theſe modern critics, leriouſly to conſider, on 
what pre ſumptuous and precarious ground, they 
venture their eternal ſalvation“n 

Ir will. not be denied, by any who are verſed 
in the original languages, that the original words, 
which, in our tranſlation, are rendered eternal, 
everlaſting, and- forever, primarily and properly 
denote endleſs. perpetuity. The Greek words, 
thus rendered, are aiõn, and aronzos, derived 
from act, alway, and on, exiſting; the natural 
and primary ſignificauon of which. is always ex- 
ting. Theſe words as properly denote endlejs 
duration, in the Greek language, as the words . 
eternal, everlaſting, and forever do, in the En- 
glich. They are the very words, which are 
uled to denote the perpetuity of Jehovah's 
exiſtence, kingdom, and government, of the 
bleſſedneſs and glory of ſaints, and of every 
thing pertaining to the future -and eternal 
world. The words, eternal, everlaſting and 
forever, may be uſed, in our language, we 
„know, to denote a temporary duration. But 
mis is a figurative uſe of theſe words; and they 
n WW ought never to be uſed in this manner, unleſs 
he ſubject, to which they are applied, be ſuch, 
e plaialy to limit and determine their meaning. 
„ So, alſo, the Greek words, under conſideration, 
y eee Pages, 91 and 92 | 
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may be, and ſometimes are, uſed to denote 
the duration of things, which have an end, 
Still, however they properly denote duration 
without end; and ought always to be under. 
ſtood in this their natural ſenſe, unleſs their 
meaning be clearly limited, by the ſubjeQ 
to which they are applied. When theſe worde 
are uſed, in application to the temporary things 
of the preſent world, their meaning is plainly 
limited and we readily' underſtand them in a 
tempotary fenſe. But, when they are uſed in 
application to the ſouls of men, or to the things 
of the future and eternal world, they ought, 
invariably, to be underflood in the endle/s 
ſenſe. | This poſition, I think muſt be acknowl- 
edged juſt and fair; and agreehle to this is 
the uſe of theſe words in the ſacred: ſcriptures. 
Hence, as there is nothing in the ' ſubjze& to 
limit their meaning, when uſed in application 
to the future "puniſhment of the wicked, we 
muſt, in rag allow them to denote duration 
without end. BE p 

Ir has been aſſerted by univerſaliſts that 
theſe Greek words, alen and atznios are common- 
ly, in the ſcriptures, uſed in a limited ſenſe ; 
not denoting endleſs perpetuity, but only an age 
or diſpenſation, This affertion, however, has 
no foundation in truth. _ 

Tu ſubſlantive, aizn, when applied to future 
puniſhment, is conſtantly 'preceded by the pre- 
poſition eis. In the whole New Teſtament, it 
is uſed in this conſiruQtion, ſixty one times fix 
of which it is applied to future puniſhment 
Dhat in all the remaining fiſty Eye, it denotes 
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endleſs duration, will be acknowledged on alt 
hands. But if the ſubſtantive aten, preceded 
by the prepoſition eis, be always underſtood in 
the endleſs ſenſe, when applied to other ſub- 
jects; this certainly is. a ground of ſtrong, pre- 
ſumption, that it ought to be thus underſtood, 
when applied to future puniſhment. 1 24 
Taz adjedtive aidnios, derived from the ſub- 
ſtantive azon, occurs in the New Teſtament, in 
ſeventy. one inſtances ; in all which, unleſs we 
except thoſe, in which it is applied to future 
puniſhment, it may, to ſay the leaſt, be under- 
ſtood in the endleſs ſenſe.“ Thie, again, is 


ſtrong ground of n certainly, that we 


ought to underſtand it in the endleſs ſenſe, 
when uſed in application to future puniſh- 
ment. TE 8 | | 

AxrTER theſe remarks, and after the proofs 
of the endleſs perpetuity of future puniſhment, 
before , exhibited; I truſt; thoſe paſſages, in 
which the words eternal, everlaſting, and for. 
ever, are applied to future puniſhment, will be 
allowed their natural meaning, and their pro- 
per weight. Some of them, therefore, will now 
be cited. It is better for thee to emer into life 


» See Edwards againſt” Chauncy, Page 231; 252 and 2:3. The 
author be s leave to refer the reader tot hat ingenious work, and to the 
Rev. Nathan Strongs book; on the fame general ſubject, for a thorough 
and complete refutation of univerſaliſm, in all its divetſified forms. 
F Mr. Wincheſter, ia his Dialogues: on the Reſtoration (Page 47) 
lays down the following tue. What vuſt be the meaning of the 
word in many places, and what may be the meaning in al, is the true 
ſenſe of the ſame. Let this rule be fairly applied, and it will totally 
deſtroy all his ſubtil criticiſms on the words a78U, and aiTnios, as uſed in 
the Greek ſcriptures of the New Teſtament: . For ain preceded by the 
pre poſition eis, as it conſtantly is, when applied to future puniſhment, | 
end at5nios muſt be underfivod to denote endleſs perpetuity, in many places, 
and may be thus underſtood ip all, Thus Mr. Wincheſter furailbes as 
weapon to demoliſh his own ſcheme, | | 
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halt, or maimed, than having two hands, or twe 
feetto- be caſt into everlaſting fire.“ Thus ſhall 
he fay unto them on the left hand, Depart from, 
me, ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the devil andhis angels. And theſe ſhall go away 
into everlaſting puniſhment, aionion colaſen : but 
the righteous into life eternal Zen atanion:” 
&«& Who fhall be puniſhed with everlaſting de. 
truction, from the preſence of the Ford and 
the glory of his power.“ T © To whom the 


whem is reſerved the blackneſs of darkneſs for- 
ever.” | And he ſhall be tormented with fire 
and brimſtone; in the preſence of the holy an- 
gels, and in the preſence of the Lamb: and the 
ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth up forever 
and euer. T © And the devil that deceived 
them, was caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone, 
where the beaſt and falſe prophet are, and ſhai} 
be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
Theſe texts, we have now notwithſtanding all 
which has been ſaid to the contrary, a right to 
conſider as abſolutely concluſive. Following; 
as they do, the other- abundant and various 
proofs, before adduced, they muſt” decide the 
ſolemn point, in queſtion, as clearly. and con- 
vincingly, as it is in the power of language to 
do it. 55 

AND now, in view of all, which in- the pro- 
greſs of theſe diſcourſes. has been exhibited, 
ſuffer me to.aſk ; is not the doctrine of endleſs 
puniſhment clearly taught in the ſcriptures? 
Has it not been proved, without any forced or 


® Mat. xviii. B. +Ibid. xxv. 41, 46. 4 11. Theſſ. i. g. C Ir. Peter ii. 174 
Jude 13. 1 Rev, xiv. 10, 11. *# Ibid, xx, 10. 
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unnatural conſtruction” of ſcriptural texts? 
Have not ſcriptures been adduced, in great 
abundance and variety, which' cannot admit of 
a: different conſtruftion, without the greateſt 
poſſible violence How, or in what words, | 
could God have revealed the doctrine of inter- 
minable puniſhment with greater. clearneſs or 
preciſion ?* Has he not, as if with the expreſs 
deſign to preclude all miſtake, and miſunder- 
ſtanding on this ſolemn ſubjett, made ule of the 
greateſt! variety. of words and phraſes, - each 
clear and intelligible, fingly conſidered, and all 
mutually illuſtrating and confirming each other ? 
That if men ſhould find means to evade the 
force of one particular form or mode of expreſ- 
ſion, the doctrine would ſtill Rand, ſupported 
| by a variety of others. Does it not, indeed, 
appear, that, inſtead'of depending for proof on 
a few detached and diſconnected pallages, this 
doctrine is interwoven with the whole ſyſtem of 
revealed truth, conſtantly implied in all the di- 
vine promiſes, threatniogs, admonitions, exhor- 
tations, and deſcriptions, and ſupported by the 
whole tenor of inſpired ſcripture? May we 
not with the moſt obvious propriety adopt the 
words of Dr. Huntington, and lay, „Now does 
© the bible plainly ſay, that ſinners of mankind 
* ſhall be damned to interminable puniſhment ? 
& It certainly does as plainly as language can 
e expreſs, or even God himſelf can ſpeak !“ 
May all our hearts be deeply impreſſed with 
the great and ſolemn truths, which have been 


* See his book, moſt prepoſterouſly entitled, “ Calviuiſm Improv, 
ed,.* Page 40, 
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brought into view. And, O, may the Spirit of 
all grace and truth, ſet them home by his pow. 
erful and irrefiſtible energy, that we may be ſea- 
ſonably and effeQually excited to make ous 
eſcape from the wrath which is to come. 
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Tur FEAR OF THE WICKED IT SHALL COMP UPON Ear 


HAVING proved at large the ſolemn and 
important doftrine, deduced from this 
text, I ſhall now attempt ſome improvement ob 
the ſubject. h 

I. FrRom what has been offered in the 
preceding diſcourſes, it is obvious to infer, that 
the ſcripture, on à fair conſtruction, gives no 
ſupport to the doftrine of univerſal ſalvation. 

Tur world we know, is filled with an im- 
menſe variety of opinions, reſpecting religion 
and the import of the goſpel ; many of which 
are not only exceedingly diverſe from, but totally 
repugnant and contradictory to each other. The 
patrons and abettors of theſe different opin-- 
ions, all claim ſupport from the bible. But does 
the bible, on a fair conſtruction, eountenance 
and ſupport them all ? This cannot be admitted, 
by any ſincere believer in the divine inſpiration 
of the ſcriptures. H the bible do, on a fair 
conſtruction, extend ſupport to the endleſs va- 
riety of diverſe and contradiQory opinions, 
which claim warrant and ſupport from it; then 
the bible itſelf muſt be a vaſt chaotic medley, 
compoſed of palpable and totally irreconcilable, 
contraditions, But who can admit this, and 
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yet believe the bible to be a revelation from the 
unchanging God of truth. If it once be ad- 
mitted, that the bible fairly read, extends ſup- 
port to contradiRory. doarines, it muſt follow, 
of neceſſity, that, in part at leaſt, it is falſe; 
and, therefore, cannot be received as the word 
of Cod. Hence, admitting, that contradiaory 
doctrines may be fairly proved by ſcripture, 
completely paves: the way to downright infide- 
lity. - In proportion as any one ſuppoſes the 
bible to be contradictory, ot to favor contra- 
di ctory doctrines, his faith in revelation muſt 
be unſettled. And in this way, it is believed, 
many inſenfibly lapſe into a ſpec ies of infideli- 
$y.. Inconſiderately admitting, or ſuppoſing, 
that diverſe and contradictory doctrines may be 
proved by ſcripture the one as fairly, perbaps, 
as the other; they grey into the habit of con- 
fadering the bible as a hook, on which no cer. 
tain dependence can be placed; and thence 
proceed to ſet up what they chooſe to call rea- 
fon, as the ultimate ſlandard, by vhich, to the 
diſparagememt of ſcripture, dottrines and 
opinion mult be finally teſted. A proceſs like 
this, however common it may be, is exceeding- 
Iy dangerous. It may land one, before he is 
aware of it, in total ſcepticiſm, or confirmed in- 
fidelity. Fhe moment we ſet up what ve 
chooſe to call reaſon as the uliimate teſt of re- 
ligious opinions, we att the part of the deiſt, to 
all intents and purpoſes. In matters of this 
nature and conſequence, therefore; it is of in- 
finite moment, chat we proceed with great cau- 
tion; for one incautious ſtep may ſet us in 3 
way, which in che end, will prove fatal. 
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Tus doarine of endleſs puniſhment, and the 
doctrine of univerſal ſalvation, are totally com. 
tradictory doftrines. If the one be true the 
other is certainly falſe. If the word of God 
teach the one, it does not countenance - the 
other; but, fairly read and conſtrued, is totally 
againſt it. If it be a dodrine of ſacred: ſcrip- 
ture, that all men, both good and bad, will, at 
death, paſs immediately into a ſtate of holineſs 
and glory; then there is not in the whole bible 
a ſingle paſſage, which taken in its proper con- 
nexion, will go to prove a tate of puniſhment 
after death. Or, if the bible teach the doctrine; 
that though the wicked will be puniſhed in the 
future world, vet they will be all finally delivered 
from puniſhment and admitte. » happineſs; 
then this doctrine is in harmony u the whole 
tenor of ſcripture ; and neither - doQtrine of 
immediate univerſal happineſs, nor that of end» 
leſs puniſhment, has a word to fupport it, in the 
whole bible. Andy on the contrary, if the 
doQtrine of endlefs puniſhment may be fairly 
proved by ſcripture, then there is not, in the 
whole ſacred volume; a ſingle text, which, in a 
fair connexion and conſtruction, will ſupport, 
or countenance either the doctrine of univer- 
fal happineſs immediately after death, or the 
doQtrine of a final univerſal reſtorationi— But 
has not the doctrine of endleſs puniſhment been 
fairly proved from the ſcripture ? If it bave, 
which. E think no candid hearer will deny, then 
our inference follows of neceſſity, that the ſcrip- 
ture, oma fair conſtruction, gives no ſupport ta 
the do&rine, in whatever form, of univerſal 
falvation, | 
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Sri, however, the abettors of univerſatiſm 
profeſs to prove their dottrine by ſcripture. It 
might, therefore, be deemed unpardonable not 
to take ſome notice of their arguments. 


Tax argument, on which univerſaliſts appear 


to place their main dependence, is grounded 
on ſome ſcripture texts, in which the word all, 
or every occurs. The argument, grounded on 
theſe texts, js, that the words every and all, 
which in the original are the ſame word, muſh 
of neceſſity be allowed to comprehend the 
whale of mankind, without exception, and if ſo, 
then all mankind will be ſaved. This is their 
argument. In reply to this it may be obſerved, 
that the words all and every, do not nece ſſarily, 
nor by fair conſtruttion, in theſe paſſages, 
comprehend the whole of mankind without ex- 
ception ; and ſhould it even be admitted, that 
theſe words. do mean all men without exception, 
fill it would not neceſſarily follow that all 
men will be ſaved: For it is no where, in a 
ſingle inſtance, ſaid that all men all be Javed. 

_ Univer8ALItSTs, I know, cry out upon us 
vehemently, when: ve ſay,.that the: words every 
and all, in their favorite texts, do not compre- 
hend the whole human race; and charge us, I 
do not ſay with what decency of manner, with 
limiting the plain language of ſcripture. But 
one would think, that ſuch a charge, if made 
by them in any manner, ought io be made with 
a little more modeſty. For what do they Co with 
the words, everlaſting, eternal, and forever ? 
Mr. Wincheſter, noticing the argument in proof 
of endleſs puniſhment, groundedon thole ſcrig- 
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tures; in which theſe words are applied to future 


miſery, ſays, © I ſhall proceed to anſwer it, by 
bringing an equal number of paſſages, when the 
word everlaſiing is applied to things and times, 
that have had or muſt have an end.” He then 
proceeds to addiice' a number of ſcripture 
texts, in which the words, eternal, everlaſting 
and forever, are uſed in a limited ſenſe. This 
he conſiders a ſufficient anſwer to the objection 
againſt his ſcheme, grounded on theſe words. 
And this is the uniform practice of moſt of 
the abettors of univerſaliſm. Becauſe theſe 
words are ſomelimes uſed in a limited ſenſe, they 
bold themſelves at liberty to deny, they are 
uſed in their proper endleſs ſenſe, when applied 
„„ / / ( 

Now, why may not we be allowed to pro- 
ceed in the fame way ? When they bring for- 
ward their favorite texts, in which the words 
every and all, occur, why are we not at liberty 
to anſwer them, by bringing an equal number 
of texts, in which {hzſe words are obviouſly uſed 
in a limited lenſe ? This we can eaſily do. No uni. 
verſaliſt will deny, that the words, every and all 
are, in the ſcriptures, uſed. in a reftritted ſenſe, 
not denoting an entire univerſality, in inſtances 
almoſt innumerable. Chriſt tells his diſciples, 
* Ye ſhall be hated of all men for my names 
lake.”* « It is ſaid, All men counted John 
for a prophet.”F © All men glorified God for 
that which was done; T meaning the miracle 
which was wrought by Peter and John, and 
Which excited ſo much enmity and perſecù- 

* Mat, x. 22, f Mark xi, 32, f Acts iv. 21, 
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ion. All things, ſays Paul, are lawſul for me.“ 
God ſays, I ſet all men every one againſt bis 
neighbox.”F “ Every man hall be put to death 
for his own ſin. T We might proceed in ci. 
tations of this kind to a great length, but it 
cannot he neceſſary. Now, with what grace can 
univerſaliſts charge us, with limuing tbe plain 
language of ſcripture, when we ſay, that the 
words all and every, and the phraſes, all men, 
and every man, do not neceſſarily comprehend 
the whole human race. If it be ſufficient for 
them to ſay, that the words everlaſting, eternal 
and forever, are ſometimes uſed in a limited 
ſenſe not denoting endleſs perpetuity, and there. 
fore, are thus uſed in the paſſages, which de- 
ſcribe the future puniſhment of the wicked; 
why is it not ſufficjent for us to ſay, in our turn, 
the words all and every are ſometimes uſed in a 
limited ſenſe, not denoting an abſolute univer- 
ſality, and, therefore, are uſed in this ſenſe 
in the paſſages, which they adduce in ſupport 
of their favorite ſcheme, If the argument be 
fair and concluſive on their part, why is it not 
equally fair and concluſive on ours, From 
what was ſtated in a former diſcourſe, it ap- 
pears, that the words, eternal, n and 
forever, are uſed, in the chriſlian ſcriptures, 
much more frequently, in their proper endleſs 
ſenſe, than in a temporal,. or limimited ſenſe. 
But after a diligent attention to the ſubjeR, I 
think it would be very moderate to aſſert, that 
the words, every and, all, are uſed in a re- 
tried ſenſe, not meaning an abſolute univer- 
® x, Cor, vi. 12. 1 Zech. viii, 10, + Deut. xxiv, 2 
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Jality, more frequently than otherwiſe, in the pro- 
portion of ten to one. Therefore, until univer- 
faliſts can give ſome better anſwer to the argu- 
ment againſt their ſcheme, grounded on the uſe 
ofthe words, eternal, everlaſting, and forever, in 
application to future puniſhment; they have no 
dight to demand of us any better anſwer, than 
what has now been given, to the argument in 
favor of their ſcheme, grounded on the uſe of 
the words, all and every, in their favorite paſſages. 

Bur the point is not to be reſted here: For I 
do not think they have given a fair and ſufficient 
anſwer to the argument againſt them from the 
words eternal, everlaſting, and forever ; neither 
do I ſuppoſe, that what has now been offered, 
will of itfelf be fatisfattory-reſpeQting the words, 
every and all. . 

Tux words, everlaſting, eternal, and forever 
naturally and primarily denote endleſs duration ; 
and can never be properly applied to a limited 
period, unleſs the ſubjed, or connexion, be 
ſuch as obvioufly to explain their meaning. So 
allo the word all, is an univerſal term, and ought 
to be underſtood in the univerſal ſenſe, unleſs 
it be limited by the ſubjea, or connexion. 
It has been ſhewn, that there is nothing in the 
ſoripture, which can authorize a limitation of 
the words, everlaſting, eternal, and forever, when 
applied to future puniſhment. They are not 
Iimited by the ſubje& ; they are not limited 
by the connexion ; they are not limited by 
the general tenor of revealed truth, It will 
be remembered, that the texts, in which theſe 
words are applied to future puniſhment, make 
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but a very ſmall part of the ſcripture proof 
of puniſhment without end. Shauld all thoſe 
texts be laid out of the queſtion, the proof of 
endleſs puniſhment would be wcakened but very 
little. But what wauld become of the univer- 
ſallan ſcheme, ſhould we lay out of the queſtion 
the few pa//ages in which.the word, all or every, 
is uſed, in a manner, which they ſuppoſe fa- 
vorable to them. Let theſe be ſet aſide; and 
univerſaliſts muſt acknowledge, that the ſtron 
hold is gone. The reſt of the bible, after all 
the torture, which they oblige it to ſuſtain, will 
give them but very {lender ſupport. The general 
tenor of ſcripture is in total oppoſition to their 
ſcheme. _ | 

HEN, the wards all and every, in their fa- 
vorite paſſages, are neceſlarily limited by their 
connexion with the great body of revealed truth. 
If the general and current language of ſcrip- 
ture be of this tenor, He that believeth ſhall be 
faved ; but he that belteveth not ſhall be damned; 
then, certainly, when we find any paſlages, which 
in a diſconnetted or detached view, may ſeem 
to bear a meaning favorable to the ſalvation of 
all, unbelicvers as well as believers, we muſt, to 
deal fairly with the ſcripture, underſtand the 
words. all and every, in ſuch paflages, in a reſ- 
tricted ſenſe. 

Bur, after all, it is important to repeat, that 
it is no where, in a ſingle inſtance, ſaid, that all 
men hall be ſaved. And, hence, ſhould it even 
be aumitted, that the words. all and every, in the 
paſſages alledged by univerſaliſts, are to be un- 
deritood in their unlimited fenſe ; (till thoſe 
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paſſages would not prove the doctrine of uni- 
verſal ſalvation : For they would, yet, be capa- 
ble of a conſtruftion, conſiſtent with the doc. 
trine of endleſs miſery, _ KI 

Tux remarks, now made, apply to all che 
texts, alledged'in favor of univerſaliſm, in which 
the words, all and every, occur: and ere, per- 
haps, ſufficient to ſet aſide the univerſalian ar. 

ument, grounded on thoſe paſlages. But 
ſhould we deſcend to particular conſideration 
of chem, individually, and in their proper con. 
nexion,-it would be eaſy to ſhew, that, in their 
moſt natural conſtitution, they give no ſupport 
to the doctrine of univerſal ſalvation. The 
limits of this diſcourſe will not allow me to at. 
tend particularly to all of them; but I will ſe- 
lea two or three which if T miſtake not, are 
4 ſidefe' by ,univerſalifs,as among their ſtrong» 
elt proofs ; ob 4 

Tas firſt paſſage is in the forty fifth chapter 
of Iſaizh.. “ Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all 
the ends of the earth ; for I am God and there is 
none elſe. T have ſworn by myſelf, the word is 
gone ont of my mouth in rightcouſneſs, and ſhall 
not rerun; that unto me every knee ſhall bow, and 
every tongue ſhall ſwear,” I is laid, © if, agree. 
ably to what Jehovah has thus ſolemnly ſworn, 
every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall 
ſwear to bim, then all men will be ſaved. For 
thu? bowing and {wearing implies a cortial ſub- 
milſion, and all who cordially ſubmit to God 
will be ſaved.“ This is the argument. But if 
the text be fairly conſidered in its connexion, 
his argument will inſtantly vaniſh, | 
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"The whole paragraph has abvious: refit rence 
to the glorious day, when the goſpe) ſhall triumph 
through the world, and all nations ſhall. turn 
Trom'their idols unto the living God. Jehovah 
has ſworn by himſelf, that in that day inſtead 
of a large proportion of the world bowing. to 
flocks and ſtones, and [wearing to falſe” gods, eu- 
ery knee ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall ſwear. 
to HIN. | 

Iv the former part of tbe Chapter, JEHO: 
VAH condeſcends to aſſert, in a manner the: 
moſt ſolemn, ſublime, and impreſſive, his own 
excluſive DEITY. He challenges to. himſelf 
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the whole glory of creating and governing all crea. 
tures and things ; gives aflurance to bis church, 
that the Egyptians, Ethiopians,. and Sabians, 
meaning to include all nations, no doubt, ſhall 
* come over“ to her, acknowledging that GOD 
2s in her, and that * there is none elfe ;” and de- 
clares, that. idolators . ſhall be. aſhamed,” and 
„fall go into confuſion together,” but Iſrael ſhalt 
be /aved, in the Lord, with an everlaſting falva. 


tion. 


”Y 


This 1s the ſum of the paragraph, from 


the fifth, to the twentieth, verſe. Upon the 
ground of. this, God proceeds to addreſs the 
{following ſolemn and gracious call: * Afﬀemble 
yourſelves and come ; draw near together, ye 
that are eſcaped of the nations.” Whom are we 
to underſtand by * the efcaped of the nations 
"Thoſe, beyond doubt, who eſcape the terrible 
deſtruction, with which the idolatrous world was 


juſt before threatened. We are abundantly 
premoniſhed, by the ſure word of prophecy, 
that a moſt awful and wide ſpreading deſtruction 
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e fall take place, through the world, in the pe- 
1 W riod introducing the millennial glory and peace 
n of the church ; and that the remnant, which 
3 fhall e/cape and remain, will be as the ſcattering 
d grapes of the vintage. To this ſmall remnant, 
oi * the eſcaped of the nations,” Jehovah addreſſes a 
gracious call, that they ſhould turn unto him. 
This call he enforces, by declaring the ſtupidity 
and folly of « ſetting up the wood of their graven 
images, and pray ing to a God that cannot ſave ;” 
and aſſerting that he alone is a juſt God and a 
SAVIOR, and there is none beſide him, In 
this connexion ſtand the remarkable words be- 
5 fore quoted. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, 
all the ends of the earth ; for I am GOD and 
„lere is none elſe.” Thus be calls upon * the ef- 
[ caped of the nations,” in all the ends of the earth, 
) that inſtead of looking to idols, or falſe gods, 
N they ſhould look unto HIM, as the only GOD,. _ 
| able to ſave. I have ſworn by myſelf, the word 
1 is gone out of my mouth, in righteouſneſs and 
: ſhall not return, that unto me every knee ſhail bow 
and every tongue ſhall fwear. Inſtead of vor- 
. fhipping images and falſe Gods, all people and 
N nations ſhall worſhip the only living and true 
GOD, and bow and ſwear to him alone. 


Tz1s, I think, is the plain and natural mean- 
ing of this remarkable paſſage. It is preciſely. 
of the ſame import, with a paſſage in the twenty 
ſecond Plalm. * All the ends of the world 
k ſhall remember, and turn unto the Lord ; and 
all the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip be- 
lore thee,” When this ſcripture is ſulfilled; 
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"The whole paragraph has obvious ref rence 
to the glorious day, when the goſpe) ſhall triumph 
through the world, and all nations ſhall. turn 
rom their idols unto the living God. Jehovah 
has ſworn by himſelf, that in that day inſtead 
of a large proportion of the world bowing. to 
flocks and Rones, and [wearing to falſe gods, ev- 


ery knee ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall ſwear 
to HIM. 


Iv the former part of the Chapter, IEH O. 


VAH condeſcends to aſſert, in a manner: the 


moſt folemn, ſublime, and impreſſive, his own 
excluſive DEITY. He challenges to. himſelf 
the wholeglory of creating and governing all crea. 


tures and things; gives affurance to bis church, 


that the Egyptians, Ethiopians,. and Sabians, 


meaning to include all nations, no doubt, ſhall 


* come 0ver” to her, acknowledging that GON 
2s in her, and that © there is none elſe; and de- 


clares, that. zdolators .** /hall be. aſhamed,” and 


* ſhall go into conſuſion together,” but Iſrael /hall 
be ſaved, in the Lord, with an everlaſting falva. 
tion.“ This is the ſum of the paragraph, from 
the fifth, to the twentieth, verſe. Upon the 
ground of. this, God proceeds to addreſs the 
{ollowing ſolemn and gracious call: * Aſſemble 
yourſelves and come ; draw near together, ye 
that are eſcaped of the nations.” Whom are we 
to underſtand by * the eſcaped of the nations 
Thoſe, beyond doubt, who eſcape the terrible 
deltruftion, with which the idolatrous world was 
Juſt before threatened. We are abundantly 
premoniſhed, by the ſure word of prophecy, 


that a moſt awful and wide ſpreading de ſtruction 
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mall take place, through the world, in the pe- 
riod introducing the millennial glory and peace 
of the church ; and that the remnant, which 
ſhall eſcape and remain, will be as the ſeattering 
grapes of the vintage. To this ſmall remnant, 
6 the eſcaped of the nations,” Jehovah addreſſes a 
gracious call, that they ſhould turn unto him, 
This call he enforces; by declaring the ſtupidity 
and folly of « ſetting up the wood of their graven 
images, and praying to a God that cannotſave ;” 
and aſſerting that he alone is a juſt God and a 
SAVIOR, and there is none beſide him, In 
this connexion ſtand the remarkable words be- 
fore quoted. © Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, 
all the ends of the earth ; for I am GOD and 
there is none elſe.” Thus he calls upon © the ef-_ 
caped of the nations,” in all the ends of the earth, 
that inſtead of looking to idols, or falſe gods, 


they ſhould look unto HIM, as the only GOD,. : 


able to ſave. I have ſworn by myſelf, the word 
is gone out of my mouth, in Tighteouſneſs and 
ſhall not return, that unto me every knee ſhall bow 
and every tongue hall fwear. Inſtead of vor- 
ſhipping images and falſe Gods, all people and 
nations ſhall worſhip the only living and true 
GOD, and bow and ſwear to him alone. 


Tunis, I think, is the plain and natural mean- 
ing of this remarkable paſſage. It is preciſely 
of the ſame import, with a paſſage in the twenty 
ſecond Pſalm. „ All the ends of the world 
ſhall remember, and turn unto the Lord ; and 
all the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip be- 
fore thee,” When this ſcripture is ſulkilled ; 
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then every knee ſhall bow and every tongue 
mall ſwear to GOD. | 

THz © eſcaped of the nations,” inall the ends 
of the earth ate invited to look to GOD and be 
ſaved; and the time is coming, when they will 
hearken. But thoſe who eſcaped not, thoſe who 
are in hell, are addreſſed with no ſuch invita- 
tion. It is worthy of remark, alſo, that after- 
ward, in-this ſame connexion, it is ſaid, * In the 


Lord ſhall all the feed of Iſrael, be juſtihed and 


{hall glory. We know, for the apoſtle has told 
us, chat the true ſeed of Iſreal are true believers. 


only. But why this limitation to the ſeed of I}. 


rael ? If FEHOVAH in this connexion were 


teaching the doctrine of univerſal ſalvation ; why 
did he not ſay, * In me ſhall al menking be juſ. 
tiſied and ſhall glory #” 


ALTHOUGH ve believe, that in the period, to 
which this prophecy primarily refers, all' the in. 


habitants of the earth will bow and ſwear to the 


only true God, freely and cordta.ly ; yet we do 
not believe, that ſo much is neceflarily implied 


in this test. It imports no more, than, that the 
time will come, when all falſe deities ſhall be re- 


nounced, and JEHOVAH univerſally acknovl. 


edged, as the-ſupreme and only living GOD. Is 
this ſenſe, it will have, unqueſtionably, a primary 
accompliſhment, in the days of the millennium: 
and an ultimate and ſtill higher accompliſhment, 
in the day of general judgment. Hence, it is 
quoted by the apoſtle, in the fourteenth of Ro. 
mans, and applied, directly, to this laſt ſolemu 
ſcene. And from this it is manifeſt, that bowing 
and ſycaring, in the ſenſe of this paſſage, do not 
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neceflarily imply a voluntary or cordial ſubjec- 
tion. For, though then will be, in the ſolemn 


103 


period of the judgment, an univerſal ac knowl- 


edgment, willing, or conſtrained, that JEHOs 
VAH alone is GOD; yet; it is certain, there 
will not be, in that day, an univerſal cordial or-? 
evangelical, ſubjettion to him. 


Ile may here be remarked, that many of the 
texts, alledged by univerſaliſſs, as their ſtrongeſt 
proofs, and indeed, the ' greater part of thoſe 
which they adduce from the ' ſcriptures - of the 
old teſtament, are promiſes and prophecies, - 
which, like the one now before us, refer to 
the millennial ſtate of the church, and will have 
their accompliſhment in that zlorious period; - 
Hence, they have nothing to do with the doc- 
trine of univerſal ſalvation... 


Another paſſage, to which we may attend, is 
found in the firſt chapter of the epiſtie to the 
Coloſſi ans. For 2 pleaſed the Father that in 
him ſhould all fuln 75 of max and, having made 

od 0 / his croſs, by him to re- 
concile all things unto 75 H him, 1 fa;, wheths - 
er they be things in earth, or' things in heaven 
The argument from this paſfage, is ſummarily- 
this.: 4 If. it have pleaſed the Father to recon- 
cile all things, in heaven and earth, - unto him 
ſelf, by Jeſus Chriſt; then all men will be rec 
onciled to God and faved:” But unfortuntaely- 
for this argument, the.conclufion does not fol- 
low from the premiſes. The apoſtle expreſsſy 


limits his meaning to things in earth and Rs, 


in heaven, Thofe, therefore, who are in ket 
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the ſpirits ia priſon, are not included in the pre. 


miles. 


Bur, if the word, reconcile be here uſed in 
the proper evangelical ſenſe, meaning, to reduce 


from a ſtate of enmity io a ſtate of friendſhip, the 


hrafe, “all things,” in this paſſage, is ſubject to 
pallag ] 


ſtill further limitations. It muſt be fo limited 


as to comprehend moral b:ings only: For none 


will contend, that mere animals, much leſs inan- 


imate things, are in the ſtrict evangelical ſenſe, 


reconciled to God, by Jeſus Chriſt. Holy an- 


gels muſt, alſo, be excluded. For as they have 


never been at enmity with God, there can be 
no propriety in ſaying, they are to be reconcil. 


ed to him; by Jeſus Chriſt. But, if the phraſe 
all things, in this text, be thus obviouſly ſub- 


ject to limitation, it ſurely can afford univerſal. 


its no ſolid ground of argument. Univerſaliſts,: 
indeed, ſay, that notwithſtanding the phraſe, all 


things, muſt here be reſtricted, yet it muſt com- 
prehend all mankind. But this, it will be ob- 


ſerved, is bear aſſertion, without any proof. 


Should we affert, without any proof, that it com. 


prehends the e/ed only, our aſſertion would bave 


as much in it of argument as theirs, and be en- 
- titled to as much credit. 


Bur the univerſalian ſenſe of this text is 


contradicted, by fat. It is not true that all 
mankind, on - earth, are reconciled to God. 
Millions live and die in a ſtate of total unſubdu— 


ed eamity. And, as before obſerved, the a- 


poſtles meaning is expreſsly limited fo as not to 
extend to thoſe in hell. The apoſtle does not 
here look forward into eterniiy ; he is not ia. 
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forming us of an event, or ſcene to take place 

in ſome far diſtant, and unknown period of fu- 

turity : For * the end. of: all things is at hand ;” 
and it is evident from the face and [cope of this 

paſſage, that things are not driven forward into 
unexplored eternity, but contemplated in rela- 

tion to time . Hence, as it is certain that alt 
mankind are not reconciled to God, ſon earth, 

neither, indeed, vill be, in the end of time, or 
in the laſt great. day, the: univerſalian ſenſe of 
this text cannot be true. And that this is not the 
true {enſe, is further evident from what the apoſ. 
ue immediately ſubjoins, reſpecting his Coloſſian 
brethren. He aſſures them that they were re- 
conciled, to be preſented, holy, and unblameable,- 
and. unprovable in the fight of God ; if they con- 

tinued in the faith grounded and ſeltled. Now 
why ſhould the apoltle uſe an i/ in this caſe, if 
he intended to teach the. doctrine of univerſal* 
falvation : Should a preacher tell his hearers,.. 
& All men will certainly be ſaved, and you {hall 
be laved, alſo, / you continue in the faith, and 
thus prove that you. are really reconciied to God, 


* Uaiverſalitts are exceedingly fond of driving things forward, be- 
yond the fartherelt boundaries of time, into ſome period of futurity, to- 
tally out of ght. The realon is obvious, They, dovbitels. fee, that in 
every period of time, even to the laſt cloſing ſcene, and as fat into eter- 
nity, as the ſcripture throws any light, tte grand diſtinction, between 
the righteous and the wicked remains, and then dye] of univerſal reſto- 
ration is not accompliſhed, But it is important to remark, that when- - 
ever the {criptures ſpæak of repentznce and reconciliation” on the part of 
men, or of 8 of mercy on the part of God, they el was peak 
with evident re{erence to the preſent ſcene of probational action; and 
there is not, in the whole ſacted volume, the leaſt intimstion, that any? 
of mankind will be reconciled to God and ſaved, after the end of the- 
preſent world. If, then, it be not true, in fact, that all mankind ate 
Prought to repentance and reconciled th God, in time, or in the preſeus- 
Þ apa, hy ſcripiuzey certainly, does not warreut the belict, that they en- 

will be. 
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would he not be charged with talking very im- 
pertinently. But no leſs impertinently does the 

apoſtie talk, if be intended to teach the doctrine 
of univerſal ſalvation. 


Tux paſſage, alledged by aniverſalifts gut of 


the firſt chapter of Epheſians, is very fimilar to 


this in Coloſſians, and ſubject to the fame limi- 
tations. From a careful and connected view of 
the paragraphs, it will appear, that, in both theſe 


places, the apoltle had his eye upon the church, 
that new creation and kingdom, which God, in 


Chriſt, is raiſing for the beautiful habitation of 
his glory. And his objed, in theſe and other 


fimilar paſſages, is not to inform whether few or 
man, a part er the whole of man! ind will be 
ſaved ; but to give aſſurance, that, notwithſtand. 
ing their preſent apparently disjointed and dif. 
perfed ſtate; ii is Gods defign to reconcite and 


gathet together into one compatt, ſy mmetrical, 


and glorious, body, © all things,” all the parts 
and members of his E in CHRIST as ihe 


head. 


Wuewthe apoſtle is writing toſaints, concern- 
ing the church, the ©'commonwealth;” to which 


they, as feilow citizens, be long; it he uſe the uni- 
verſa} terms; every and all, they ate naturally 


limited to the members and parts of thut body, toy 
and" concerning, which he is writing, and we 
have no right, as I humbly conceive, to extend 


their meaning any further: Let this obſerva- 


tion be duly eonſideted, and it will, at once, ſet 
aide moſt, if not all, ol the texts, adduced from' 


the epiftles in favor of univerſaliſm, as totally 
irrelative to the ſubjet; 
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1x the fifth chapter of revelation is another 
paſſage, much inſiſted on by univerſaliſts. The 
chapter opens with a viſion, which St. John 
had of a“ book in the right hand of him, that 
{at on the throne, written within, and on the 
backſide, ſealed with ſeven ſeals.” This is ac- 
knowledged, on all hands, to be the book, con- 
taining the great ,feries of events afterward re- 
vealed to St. John in ſucceſſive viſions. When 
proclamation. was made, 4+ Who is warthy to o- 
pen the book, and to looſe the ſcals thereof; 
« the Lion of the tribe of Judah, came and took 
the book out of the hand of him that ſat on the 
throne.” © And when he had taken the book,” 
that he might open it, and ſhew to John the 
things, which muſt ſhortly come to paſs, all the 
heavenly armies fell down before him, © and 
ſung a new ſong.” It was upon this occaſion 
that the inſpired revelator ſays, And every 
crea'ure, which is in heaven, and on the carth, and 
under the earth, and ſuck as are in the ſea, and 
all that are in iba. heard I ſaying, Bleſſing and 
hor, and glory, and power, be unto him that fit. 
eth en the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and 
ever.“ 

From a coonected view of this chapter noth- 
ing can be plainer, than that no reference is had 
in it, to any ſcene, or period, now future. It is 
a deſcription of one continued ſcene, which pal- 
Ted in the view of St. John, at the time, and on 
the occaſion, of Chriſts taking the book out of the 
right band of the Father, that he might open it, 
as he a/terwarts did, and reveal its contents. 
It can therefore, afford not the lcall ſemblance 


180 OF Thi *DOCTRINE or 


of fair argument, for the docttine of univerſa ic 
ſalvation. It is not a-prophecy of what is to Ill © 
come; but a diſcription of a ſcene, hieb took I V 
place, more than ſeventeen hundred years ago. 
The took which contained the Futrre events, IM 3 
revealed to St. John and the taking of which I ©: 
occafioned this univerſal anthem of praiſe, vas fo 
not yet#opened. And we bave no-reaſon-to ex- 
pect, that every creature, in heaven and on the to 
carth, and under the earth, and in the fea, will ir 
ever join in general chorus, to praiſe and bleſs 2 
God, in any other ſenſe, than they did at that o 
.time.* | | n 
HERE may we remark, how important it is '! 
chat texts of ſcripture be careſully confidered WW ® 
in their proper connexion. If the fingle verſe 2 
now under conſideration be detached from its *! 
connexion, and referred, according to our vain iff a 
.ima,inations, to ſome period in diftant futurity, tt 
it will ſeem to bear a meaning favorable to the I *c 
- dottrine of univerſal-alvation. This is the very © ®! 
way, in which it is treated by univerſaliſts. But W W 
.only conſider it in its proper cannexion, and a- © 
dow the deſcription, here given, to apply to the iW © 


* All things praiſe GOD. © The heavens declare his glory and the frr- * 
mamet it. ſheweth his handy work.“ The“ ſuu“ the “ moon“ and te 
% ſtars z“ © fire and bail,“ „ ſnow and vapour,“ „ ſtormy winds fulty- 
ling his word; * all his works” are Full of his praiſe Even * tht 8⁰ 
, wrath of man ſhall praiſe him. * His judgements, alſo, are as a light that g- 0 
eth /orth ;* and all redound to his glory. It is, then, no matter of won- 

der, that the holy prophet, when favored with a viſion of the glory ef In 
the Lamb. by whom, and through whom, are all things ſhould hear ever! 
creature” in heaven, earth, and hell, in general concert, though in dit 


Ferent ways, aſcribing bleſſing, and honor, and glory, and nower, undo * 
God and the Lamb, And as al! things are, in this ſenſe. reconciled to God, h 
by Jeſus Chrift, the paſſage, in Colo ans, before noticed and other ſimi- | 
tar paſſages. might bear a couſtruftion, conſiſtent with the doctiine of C 
endleſs pugiſument, even hould the phraſe, all things,” be admitted ia tc 
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ſcene, to which it is applied by the inſpired Rev. 
elator, and the argument, deduced from it in fa, 
vor of univerſaliſm, vaniſhes in a moment. 

Wx could not, I think, be charged with in- 
juſtice, or want of candor, ſhould we ſay, that 
as it is with the particular argument, now in view, 
ſo it is with moſt of the ggguments uſed by uni- 
verſaliſts: They are built on paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, detached from their proper connexion, or 
from the ſubject, to which they properly belong, 
and placed in connexion with other {criptures, 
or referred to other ſubjects, to which they have 
no natural or immediate relation, In this wayy 
the bible, and almoſt any book in the world, 
may be made to ſpeak a language, fuited to 
any one's inclination or humour. To detect 
the fallacy of arguments, built on ſcripture, thus 
abuſed, nothing more is neceſſary, than to take 
the bible, and reſtore the ſeveral paſſages, ingly 
to their proper ſubjze& and connexion. This 
appears from the remarks, which have been 
made, in this, and the third diſcourſe, on ſome 
of the moſt noted ſcriptures, alledged in favor 
of univerſaliſm. And the ſame might appear, 
with {till greater clearneſs, had we time to at- 
tend particularly, and diſtinaly, to other paſſa- 
ges. But the few remaining obſervations, which 
our limits will allow to be made, mult be of a 
more general nature. 

TukRE are ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture, in 
which it is clearly intimated, that Chriit will hold 
his mediatorial government until all things be 
completely put unler him, an per fett order reſ- 


tored in the moral univerſe, From the ſe paſſages 
| Fe 
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it is argued, by univerſaliſts, that all G od's re. 
bellious creatures will eventually be reduced to 
a voluntary, and cordial {ubjcttion, ano, of 
courle, be reſtored to his favor, and to bappi. 
nels. Ibis argument, however, has very it 
tle in it, even of plauſibility. For who does 
not know, that a revoited province may be re- 
duced to ſubjection, and order reſtored through. 
out the whole empire, while many of the rebels, 
inſtead of being pardoned and reſtored to the 
favor of government are ſentenced to death, to 
baniſhment, or perpetual confinement ? That 
ſuch will be the Rate of things, under the divine 
government, we are clearly led to expect, even 
by the claſs of ſcriptures now in view. “ The 
Lord faid unto my Lord, fit thou on my right 
band, until I make thine enemies thy fool ſtool. 
& For he muſt reign until he hath put all enemies 
under hzs feet.” Theſe texts, in perfett agreement 
with which all the other, which ſpeak of Chrilts 
ſubduing all things under himſelf, muſt be con- 
ſtrued, certainly do not import a cordial, evan: 
gelical, ſubjettion, and a conſequent reſtoration 
to the divine favor. To be made a foor/tool, ot 
to be placed under the fect, of the conqueron, 
evidently denotes the condition not of friends, of 
cordially reconciled futjetts ; but of vanquilt 
ed enemies and rebels. It denotes a condition, 
in which they can no longer proſecute their re- 
bellious and hoſtile defigns againſt their ſover- 
eign and his kingdom. And notwithſtanding 
all which Mr. Wincheſter, and others bave faid 
to che contrary, it is certain, that the enemies of 
Chriſt are not yet, in this ſenſe, reduced undeſ 
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lis feet. Satan is ſtil! the god of this world, the 
prince of che power of the air, the ſpirit that 
worketh in the children of diſobedience ; and 
he, with his legions of apoſtate angels and men, 
is carrying on inceſſant hoſtility againſt the holy 
kingdom of the Redeemer, But the period is 
at hand, when the actual hoſtility of all theſe en- 
emies ſhall ceaſe; their kingdom -and works 
ſhall be deſtroyed ; and themſelves. completely 
reduced under Chriſt's feet, ſhall be ſhut up to- 
gether, in the regions of everlaſting confine- 
ment, wo, and deſpair. And that awful period 
they expect wich terror: Hence, they ſaid to 
Chriſt, when he was on earth, “ Art thou come 
to torment us before the time?“ 

THERE is another claſs of ſcriptures, preſſ-d 
into the ſervice of univerſaliſts, in which it is 
declared that God hath no pleaſure in the death 
of the wicked ; that he is not willing any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhou!d come to repentance, 
The argument is this:“ If God have no pleaſure 
in the death of the wicked, but would have 
them repent and be ſaved ; then all mankind 
will be finally ſaved, for God's will muſt be done, 
and nothing will take place contrary to his pleal. 
ure. But is not this argument fallacious ? God 
ſays,” „ have no plealure in the death · of him 
that dieth ;” yet, as appears by the very terms, 
he dies; and he dies too under the divine hand. 
Jehovah, is “ nota God that hath pleaſure in ini- 
quity ;” but ſhall we thence conclude, that there is 
no iniquity within the limits of his dominions. 
He has no pleaſure in the calamities and miſe- 


ries of this world: ( He doth not aft willingly 
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nor grieve the children of men.” But ſhall we 
thence argue, that no calamitics or miſeries are 
ever endured, by any of mankind? If your neigh. 
bor's manſion houſe were in flames, and all the fam. 
Hy aſleep in it, would you fold your hands and 
fay, „God is merciful and has no delight in the 
miſery of his creatures; therefore, there is no 
danger. of any of the family being conſumed or 


injuried by the raging element?“ God command. 


eh all men, to repent, and wou'd have them come to 
repentance; but ſhall we thence conclude, that 
there are no impenitent men? He ſaid concern. 
ing his ancient people,“ O, that there were fuck 
an heart in them, that they would fear me and keep 
all my commdhdments always ;” butwere they not 
nevertheleſs, moſt perverſe and rebellious Hear 


alſo Chriſt's lamentation over 12838 Gs Oo 


Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem. — How often would I have 
gathered your children together even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens, under her wings, but ye 
would not.“ | 
On. the whole, is it not beyond all contradic- 
tion, that many things have taken place, and are 
perpetually taking place, in which God. has no 
pleaſure, and which are, in a certain ſenſe, total- 
ly repugnant to his will? What, then, becomes of 
the univerſalian argument under conſideration ? 
It is ſaid, indeed. If God ſuffer things to take 
place now, in which he has no pleaſure, it. wilt. 
not be ſo always.” But this, let it be remem- 


bered, is naked aſſertion. It amounts to no more 


than ſaying, © though the wicked be puniſhed a. 
while, they will not be puniſhed always,” But 
this is the very point to be proved, 
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In the eightyninth Pſalm we find the follow. 
ing paſſage : ** IF his children forſake my lau, 
and walk not in my judgments ; if they break my 


ſtatutes and keep not my commandments ; then wil 


I viſit their tranſg reſſion with the rod, and their 
iniguity with flripes. Nevertheleſs, my loving kind- 
neſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer 
my faithfulneſs to fail” This memorable and 
gracious promiſe is made expreſsly to David 
and his children, as a type of Chriſt and bis peo. 
ple; and has no reſpect, as will clearly appear 
from a due attention to the connex1on, to the 
reſt of mankind. In the fifty ſeventh of Iſaiah 
are the following words. © For thus faith the 
high andloſty ONE, who inhabiteth eternity, whoſe 
name is holy; I duell in the high and holy place, 
with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpir- 
it, torcuive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones. For I wil! not con- 
lend forever, neither will I be always wroth ; for 
the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls which 
{1 have made.” Here is a moſt gracious and 
conſoling atiurance to the khumb/e and contrites 
that God will not continue to clajirſe thum al- 
ways; but it has no reſped, as obviouſly ap. 
pears from the face of the paſſage. io ah, but 
the humble and contrite. Yet both theiè paſſa- 
ges have Mr. Wincheſter and other univerſal. 
Ilts taken, and applied, promiſcuouſly, to all 
mankind. Theſe precious afſurances, which 
God has been pleaſed to give to his children 
lor their conſolation and ſuppurt, un''cr the pre- 
lent grey us chaſtiſements, wi ich they are made 
to endure, have univerfaliſts taken, and epplicd 
K 2 
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to the damned in hell! Is not this taking the 
childrens' bread and giving it to dogs? But theſe 
are not the only inſtances of a ſimilar kind. It 
is a very common thing. with univerſaliſts, to 
take promiſes and affurances, appropriately ad: 
dreſſed to the people of God, and apply them, 
without diſcrimination, to all mankind. And 
in this way, more perhaps, than almoſt any oth- 
er, they impoſe upon the ignorant, unſtable; and 
unwary ; and deceive them into the belief, that 
there is a great deal of ſcripture for the doctrine 
of univerſal ſalvation. But let every one be- 
ware of the ſlight and cunning craftineſs, where- 
by they lie in wait to deceive. 

Tnus have we attended, and I truſt candid. 
M4 and fairly, to ſome of the leading arguments, 

om ſcripture, in favor of. univerſaliſm. We 
have not pretendedto ſollow univerſaliſts through 
all their labyrinths and windings ; for this would 
be as unprofitable, as it would be tedious. They 
ſtart off in ſuch different directions through the 
foreſt, that if we purſue any one of them in par. 
ticular, we muſt ſoon loſe fight of the reſt. I 
have, therefore choſen a poſition, in which I 
could keep them all in view, and bear, with 
ſome effect, upon the whole, And J truſt ! 
have not failed to eſtabliſh, in ſome good meal- 
ure, the truth of this inference ; that, notwith- 
ſtanding all which has been ſaid to the contra- 
Ty, the ſcripture, on a fair conſtruction gives no 
ſupport to the doctrine, in whatever form, of 
univerſal ſalvation. 
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SERMON VI. 
| Provanss, X. 24. 


Tur rr OF THE WICKED, IT. SHALL COME UPON Nr. 


INFERENCE II. 


The eternal damnation of the wicked is not in- 
compatible with juſtice. 


T is acknowledged; on all hands, that God is 
an infinitely perfett Being. If, therefore he 
have given affurance, that the wicked. ſhall be. 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruſion, we may reſt. 
upon it as a certainty, that ſuch a puniſhment is: 
juſt, and. all our contrary reaſonings on the ſub- 


jeQ; vain and fallacious. Mill not the Judge of: 


all the earth do right 9- 

Ir is very evident; that, owing to our limits. 
ed views, and, eſpecially, to our finiſter biaſſes, 
we are exceedingly liable to err in our judge- 
ment, teſpecting the criminality of ſin. We are 
naturally and ſtrongly, diſpoſed to extenuate 
our guilt, and to eſtimate the demerit of our: 
crimes, upon a falſe and inadequate fcale. The 
culprit, guilty of offences againſt the civil com. 
munity, is certainly a very unſuitable perſon to 
determine the degree of his criminality, or the 
quantity of puniſhment, which he deſerves. If 
there be any one ks in regard to which ſin- 


216 _ Ow rn DOCTRINE or: 


ful creatures are under a ſtronger biaſs to judge 
partially and erroneoully, than with reſpect toany 
| thing he ſides, i it is the demerit of fin : For there 
1s nothing, in which they are more deeply con- 
cerned. It ſhould. be no matter of ſurpriſe, 
therefore, if we ſhould not ſee, very clearly, 
that ſin deſerves an. endleſs puniſhment. Eſ- 

pecially, if you have never been convinced of 
ſin, and reduced to genuine repentance, under 
the agency of the Holy Spirit; it ought not to 
be thought ſtrange, if we ſhould exclaim, in the 
paſſionate language of Mr. Wincheſter, “ Sin, 
a privation, an aft of a worm, infinite ” But 
when we ſuffer ourſelves to ſpeak, or think, thus 
Iightly of fin, have we not ſerious rcaſon to ſuſ- 
peR, that we view it with a partial and indulgent 
eye? © Fools make a mock at, fin,” But the holy 
and omniſcient GOD, 1 is under no ſuch biaſs or 
blindneſs. He views fon impartially, fees it in 
the whole extent of its criminality, and is under, 
no liability to judge erroneouſly, reſpecting the 
quantity, or duration, of puniſhment, which the 
{inner deſerves... 

HzxcEe,if we undertake, fir, to ellimate the 
Jemerit of lin, and thence to determine an the 
degree, of puniſhment, which juſtice may inflit 
on the ſinner, we certainly begin at the wrong 
end. We ought, firſt, to aſcertain the puniſh- 
ment, which Fehovati has threatened, and thence, 
to determine on the demetit of fin, GOD, we 
may, know, would not threaten a puniſh ment, 
which Juſtice, cannot inflia. If, therefore, we 
can aſcertain what is the puniſhment, wi ich 
God hae threatened, nat, we may be ſure, is che 
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puniſhment, which the ſinner deſerves. If God 
have given aſſurance, that the wicked ſhall be 
puniſhed, duration without end; then ſuch a 
puniſhment, we may know, is no more than they 
deſerve ; and to this all our reaſonings, on the 
ſubjett; ought to yield. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING. all, which has been 
written and ſaid to the contrary, it ſtill remains 
a clear dictate of reaſon and common ſenſe, 
that the more worthy the being is, againſt whom: 
an offence is committed; and the greater the 
obligations are, which the offender violates, the 
greater is his crime: Upon this plain principle, 
it is demonſtrated, that fin is :n finitely erimin- 
al. Is it not a greater crime to treat the infinite 
GOD- with difreſpe& and contempt, than to 
treat a fellow creature in the ſame injurious 
manner? Reaſon. and common ſenle ſay, yes. 
And why? Becauſe, God is a more excellent 
and. worthy: being; and the crime is greater, in 
proportion as the being: againſt. whom it is com- 
mitted is more excellent and worthy. But God 
is infinirely, excellent and; worthy; and theres. 
fore, if an. offence againſt a: fellow: creature be 
criminal, in any degree, an offence againſt God, 
on the plain principles now tated, muſt be crim. 
inal in an infinite degree. Is it not eri. ninal to 
violate ſacred: obligations ?' And: does not the- 
criminality riſe, in proportion to the greatneſs of 
the obligations. violated ? If ſo; then fin is in- 
finitely criminal : For it is a violation of infinite 
obligations. Or, if it be-aſked, once more, is 
not that an evil and criminal thing, which op. 
poſes. and ſeeks to deſtroy good ? And is it not 
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evil and criminal in a greater degree, in propor. 
tion to the greatneſs of the good, which it op- 
poſes and ſeek to deſtroy ? Then of conſe. 
- quence, again, fin is an znfenttely evil and crimin- 
al thing ; for it oppoſes and ſeeks to diſtroy in. 
finite good, even Fehovah, and all his holy king- 
doms. Thus, upon whatever principle it be 
ſhewn, that fin is evil and criminal, in any de- 
gree, it is clearly demonſtrated to be infinitely 
evil and criminals | 
Ir is argued by Mr. Wincheſter and others, 
that fin cannot be an infinite evil; becauſe it is 
the al of a finite agent, But merely its be- 
ing the act of a finite agent determines nothing, 
in regard to its criminality. If, as Mr. Winch- 
eſter aſſerts, © actions muſt take their denomin- 
ation from the actors, and not from the objetts;“ 
it will follow inevitably, that all the actions of 
the ſame ator muſt be equally criminal. But 
who will admit this? Some actions of the ſame 
finite agent are not criminal in any degree; and 
ſome, which are criminal, are much leſs fo than 
others. | | | 
Here it may be objefled ; If every fin be 
infinitely criminal; how can one fin be more 
criminal than another? To this it may be an- 
fwered; If a cord. be inſnitely extended, it is 
an infinite cord; for it has one infinite dimen- 
ſion. But another cord, infinitely extended, 
may be much thicker, or larger, than the firſt, and 
yet be only an infinite cord. So, alſo, one fin 
may be infinite in one fenſe, and that ſuch a 
ſenſe as to deſerve anendleſs puniſhment ; and 
yet another fin be much greater, and of courle, 
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deſerve a puniſhment much greater in degree, 
though not in duration. 5 1 
Tux fallacy of Mr. Wincheſter's reaſoning, 
in oppoſition 4o the infinity of fin, hes in this ; 
he contemplates the act, inſtead of the criminal- 
ity of the act. But the act is one thing, and the 
criminality of it is another. We do not ſuppoſe, 
that the act itſelf is, in ſtrictneſs, infinite. But 
we ſay, that, as it is an offence againit a God of 
infinite worthineſs and glory, as it is a violation 
of infinite obligations, and as it oppoſes, 
and ſeeks to doſtroy infinite good, it muſt be, 
infinitely evil, or criminal. But if it be, in- 
finitely criminal, it certainly deſerves a puniſh. 
ment, in ſome ſenſe, infinite. Hence, as the 
ſinner cannot endure a puniſhment, in any 
ſenſe, infinite in a limited period; it clearly fol. 
lows, that he may juſtly be puniſhed eternally, 
Bur even could it not be made to appear, 
that the fins committed deſerve an endleſs pun- 
iſhment ; there is ſtill another ground, on which 
the juſtice of God, in puniſhing the {inner forev- 
er, may be vindicated. There can be no injut- 
tice in fuffering the- ſinner to go on in fin, and 
3 him continually, and forever, as he 
ins. 5 
III. Tus eternal damnation of the finally 
impenitent is not incompatible with goodnefs. 
Goopwtss conſiſts in loving and ſeeking 
general happineſs. If Fehovah be infinitely 
good, it is becauſe, that, with all his infinite ca- 
pacity, he loves and ſeeks the greateſt general 
happineſs of the univerſe, compoſed of himſelf, 
and his widely extended creation, 
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Now, if the eternal damnation of the wicked 
be incompatible with infinite goodneſs; it is be- 
cauſe it is incompatible with the greateſt general 
happineſs of God and his kingdom. It is, there- 
fore, incumbent on univerſaliſts to prove, that 
endleſs puniſhment isincompativle with the great. 
eft general happineſs, before they undertake to 
aſſert, with ſo much warmth and aſſurance, that it 
1s incompatible with goodneſs. This they have 
not proved. They have aſſerted it, indeed, with 
their cuſtomary air of confidence ; and indulg. 
ed themſelves in very vehement and pathetic ad. 
dreſſes to the paſſions on the ſubject. But they 
mould remember, it is much more eaſy to alert 
and declaim, than to prove. : 

Un:VERSALISTsS aſſume it as a firſt principle, 
that to inflict endleſs puniſhment is incompati- 
ble with goodneſs ; and thence proceed to the 
concluſion, that a God infinitely good will not 
puniſh eternally. But how do they know that 
it is inconſiſtent with goodneſs, or incompatible 
with the bigheſt general happineſs, that re bellious 


c1catures be eternally puniſhed. God views. 


the matter in a different light; elſe he would not 
have declared, that their puniſhment ſhail be 
eternal. ; 

Is it inconſiſtent with goodneſs to puniſhi ? If 
it be; why ? Is it not acknowledgedly eſſential 


to a good human government, that it be a terror 


to evil doers, and briny the guilty enemies of 
public happin« ſs to condign puniſhment, And 
ſhall not the government of the ſupreme Ruler; 
an Guardian of all worlus be a terror to evil do- 
ers? But how can it be a tertoꝛ to evil doerg it 
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t admit of no puniſhment ? Sinners.are enemies 
to the happineſs of God and his holy Kingdom. 
Is it not the part of goodneſs to frown on the 
enemies of general holy happineſs ? But how 
can God frown upon them, and make them 
feel his diſpleaſure, if puniſhment be inadmiſſible. 
1x it be not incompatible with 'gobdheſs to 
puniſh for a limited period, how does it appear 
to be ifſcompatible with goodneſs to punifh e. 
ternally. We have ſhewn, that endleſs punifh- 
ment is not inconſiſtent with juſtice; and juſt- 
ice is a branch of goodneſs. Now what ſolid 
reaſon-can be aſſigned, why FEHOVAH may 
not in perfedt conſiſtency wich his infinite good. 
neſs, frown, with the moſt efficacions marks of 
diſpleaſure, on the incorrigible enemies of his 
Kingdom and glory, as long as he exiſts. We do 
not call for declamation, and warm addreſſes to 
the paſſions on this ſubject: We call for a ſolid. 
wt If, in perfect conſiſtency with his good - 
nels, God may punifh finners for any term or 
period; why may he not, as long as they de- 
ſerve to be puniſhed? dE ee 
Tr xz happineſs of God's holy Kingdom de- 
pends, on a proper diſplay of his infinitely amia- 
ble and adorable perfettions. But how could 
his hatred of fin, and love of holy happineſs—' 
how could bis juſtice and holineſs, be properly 
diſplayed ;,if he ſhould not puniſh the incorri- 
gible enemies of his Kingdom, and of all real 
goodneſs according to their deſerts. - Wbo, then, 
canſay, that the endleſs pumſhment of thewieked. 
will not anſwer a moſt valuable purpoſe, in the 


dere eee 
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Sixx ERS, by n ee and im- 
penitent, even under the diſplays of divine in- ö 
dignation and wraihs till hardening their hearts 1 
and beſching aut their walice againſt God and 
C 
7 


all the boly and good, will. be forever, and with 
perpetually, increaſing clearneſs, exhibiting, to 
the view. gf the a | Pham erſe, the amaz- I |! 
iogly horrible nature of fig. la his, light, :. 
will appear, that ſin is, indeed, an infinitely, evil 
nd malignant thing, aitying at nothing leſs than 
the total ſubverbop of AE HQVAH's holy and 
bleſſed Kingdom and of a nature fo deſper- 
ately ſlubborn, that ng power thort of ZE H10- 
Vadis omnipotence, can ſubdue at. In view 
of this, amazing dpeQatle, how mult. all. holy 
creatures.reoice,. and give glory io Cod, that he 
iz infinizely oppaſed. to hn; aud, that, of his ſov- 
ereign gaod pleaſure. and grace, he preſerved 
them from joining, or preyented theis continuing. 
in ſuch an awful and deſperate rebellion! With 
bis ſpectacle before them, with. what ardor of 
tefal affeclion, will they . forever admire ad 
adore the wiſdom, the grace.and.the power .of 
 ZEHQUVAH;, diſplay eq in plapuiag and ac cm. 
pliſhiog the ſalvatiop of gountles, millions, frem WW 
the dominion,af ſin and the curſe of the la in 
cauſing the wrath. of ma, and. deni te, praiſe NY 
lim, e aming the remainder of wrath, It 
is not, perhaps gonceix able, hau, in ar hẽ r 
way, tleangbite maligvith of ſin, or, ihe infibite | 
holineſs, power, and grace of GO, could he fo 
plenarily, diſplayed. the wie Of intelligent I + 
worlds. Viho, then, hell undertke 40 % Bl 
ta the eictgab damnation of ile wicked W. 


be incompatible with the higheſt general bap- 
pineſs, er with infinite goodneſs ? Who ſhall 
undertake to ſay, in contradiftion to the voice 
of inſpiration, that, while © the ſmoke of therr tor- 
ment eſcendeth up forever and ever the holy in- 
J Habitants of heaven will not ſhout, AMEN, 
AZESEUTAGE 


Bor after all, what if we could not, at preſent, 
diſcern any valuable purpoſe to be anſwered 
by the endleſs puniſhment of the wicked ? Is it 
to be expected, that we, limited creatures of yel. 

ter day, ſhould be able to embrace ia our view the 
| whole immenſe univerſe of God, and fee through 
all the relations and dependencies of things, ſo 
fr, and fo clearly, as to difcern the proper influ- 
ö ende, and bearing. of every part- of the divine 
plan through the whole connęcted ſyſtem, and 
0 to the ages of eternity. The thought is too 
arrogant to be admitted for a moment. If, then, 
Fare have revealed to us in his word, that 
bis incorrigible enemies © hal be puniſhed with 
ever laſling diſtruction from tus preſence and from 
the glory of his power: how: dare we riſe up and 
allett, that this is incompatible with goodneſs ? 
IV. Tax fature puniſhment. of the vicked 
| is not deſizned for their perſonal good. 
Tuis inference from the ſubject is obvious. 
puniſhment, which is endlels, ſurely cannot 
be forthe perſonal good of the ſufferers. 
Iris afferted, by univerſalifts, that a-Ged. of 
infinite goodneſs and mercy: cannot puniſh his 
creatures, with, any other view than to promote 
their own, perſonal good. This, certainly is 
very bold aſſertion, It amounts to no leſs 
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han ſaying, that a God of infinite goodneſs and 
mercy. vill not puniſlr ſinners eternally. But, 
let it be remembered, this is the. very point to 
be proved. And here we cannot but remark: 
that moſt of the things altedged by univerſfaliſts, 
2s their favourite and principal arguments, are 
like this now before us, mere nated aſſertions, 
wich aſſume the grand point in queſtion, without the 
feaſt roof: And for the ſucceſs, with v hich their 
allertions are urged they are indebted, wholly 
to the felt b:afs of the wicked and deceitful 
heart. They affert, that a God of infinite good-- 
neſs and mercy cannot puniſh eternally. We 
might aflert, in our turn, that a Cod of infinite 
goodnceſs and mercy can; and will, puniſh eter- 
. nally. ' Now, our affertion has juſt as much in- 
it of argument as theirs ; and if it be not attend- 
ed with equal fucceſs, it is only becauſe it does 
not, like theirs, coincide. with the predominant 
. biaſs of the depraved heart. - 
"ARE not puniſhments, not defigned for the 
p<rſonal good of the ſufferers, admiſſible under 
the beſt human governments? But; if offenders 
may be puniſhed, under the beſt” human gov- 
ernment, not for their perſonal good, but” with 
a view to promote the general good of the pub- 
lic; what valid reaſon can be affigned, why 


offenders may not alſo be puniſhed, under the 


divine government, not for their own good, but 
with a view to promote the glory of FEHOVAH, 
in the general good of his extenſive Kingdom ? 
Is it not as compatible, with infinite goodneſs 
and mercy, to puniſh, from motives of general 
good, as to puniſh, from motives of perſoneb 
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good ta the Her, f Will not ZEHOVAlTap- 
pear as amiable, and as worthy of the adoration. 
and praiſe of aff behevolent. intelligences, when 
puniſhing the guilty. and ' incorrigible enemies 
of his Kingdom, with 5 view to promote has own 
declarative glory and the Het general good, 2s 
if be were puniſhing them, merely witty the view, 
VVV 
I it be ſaig, that the'glory of God and the gen- 
era] good of his Kingdom cannot be promoted, 
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" I this, ag zip, is naked afferiion, and an unſuffer- 


able alſumption. of the grand point in queſtion. 

E 2% * EEG from the. ſcriptures, chat God 
does and Fil get to-himlelf glory, by the vin 
Ave punilbment of his epenties... „The ſcrip- 
ture Nai one Pharcob, even for ths fur poſebavel 

" f y2iled thee ups that / might /hew my power in 
thee, end that my name might be geclare through- 

| out all: ee can.“! The ſignal deftruQion if 
Pharaoh, then, was vindiffve ; dehigned, not for 
his perſonal good, but to promote the divine 
glory. And the apo le, in the ſame paragraph, 

in which he notices this, gives. us to undetſtand, 

that the fature puoilbmenr t Fall the, finally im- 

erer : { | 
penjtent is Laredo ths ime urpoſe. * What 

if God, willing to e- his wrath and to make his. 

power known, enduzed, with much long ſuffer- 
Ing, the vefſels 975 wrath futed to deftruftion,” : th 
To ſhew fi wah; and 'make: his power known, 
not the perſonal good of the ſufkerers, is here. 
repreſented, as. 7 EO Hs objedd, in puniſh. . 
ing abe inggrrisi bly wicked, And this is perieQe, 
" FReum. ix. 19, +Vaſ 28. n 

L2. 
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ly barmonious with the whole language of ſcrip: 
ture on this ſubject. There is not, in the whole 
facred volumn, a Gngle text, which intimates, 
that the futyre puniſhment of the wicked is. de- 
ſigned for their good. It is. the common and 
harmonious language of ſcripture, reſpeRing the 
damned, that they are loſt, are caſt away, periſh, 
ſuffer perdition, and are deſtroyed. They are 
veſſels of wrath, fitted to deftruftion.. Surely lan. 
guage of this complexiondoes not-favourthe idea, 
that che puniſhment, which they ſuffer, is defignet: 
for their perſonal good: According. to the cur. 
rent language of ſcripture alfo, the wickedin their 
ſtate of puniſhment, will endure the wrail, the ven- 
geance, the fiery indignation, and the-fierceneſs of 
the wrath of 2 Cod judgment without 
mercy,. wrath willbut mixture; and. alt the curſes 
of the divine law. Surely a puniſfiment, to 
wi ich ſuch tremendous deſcriptions properly. 

belong, muſt be conſidered, not as merely. dz/- 
. ciplinary, and deſigned for the good of the ſuf. 

ferers but as ſerif/y vindictive. 

_ AccorDINnG, to the: uniycrfalian. notion of 
future; puniſhment, God'has the fame immedi- 
ate object in view inthe puniſhment, which he 
infli-tson the damned in tiell,whieb he las in ſbe 
chaſt ſement, which ke inflicts on his own: chil. 
dren in this world. But, obſerve the contraſt in 
his languzge. Inſtead of threatening; bis chil. 
dren, with his vengeance, his. fery indignation, 
and judgment without mercy, he lays, & Þ will cor- 
red thee tn meaſiire, and will not leaye thee 
altogether unpuniſhed.“ „Till viſit their trav.. 
gre fins with the rod, and their _—_ with 
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fſeriges, nevertheleſs, my loving kindneſs will I 
not utterly take from him.” Such, an ſo mild, 
is the language of ZEHOV AH, when be intends 
no more, than a. mere diſcipline, or fatherly chaſe 
tiſement for perſonal good. 
Is it not a clear diate of umbiaſſed reaſon, 
| that a God of infinite goodneſs and mercy,. not- 
only may, but muſt frown upon the wicked and 
incorrigible enemies of his holy. government: 
and Kingdom, and make them feel his diſplea. 
ſure 3 even though, inſtead of. operating. for 
their perfonal benefit, it operates to their everlaſt- 
ing deſtruttion ? If ſo; then all the impaſſioned 
declamation of univerfalilts, on this fubje, are: 
. as totally unfounded in reaſon, as they are- in- 
ſcripture... , 

V. Taz dogtrine of. eternal: puniſimenc, ſo 
far from obſcuring, eminently inulkrates the. Slo- 
ry of the goſpel. ; 

Tux glory of the goſpel A in the diſ. 
play, which it preſents, of the united perfe&.. 
ions of the divine nature. This diſplay my the 
divine perſettions is eminently. Mabraled, by 
the doArine-of eternal puniſhment, 

Din che goſpel totally exclude the idea of 
puniſhment, and teach, het, the wicked as: well“ 
as the righteous, are all to be admitted to imme. 
diate happinels after death, jt certainly would. 
preſent no proper exhibition of the character 
of ZEHOVAA. It might, perhaps,. give us a- 
fight of mercy.; but it would envelope the och. 
er attributes of Godhead in deep obſeurity. 

Din the goſpel teach, that, in the great diy 


of retribution, che wicke 45 as wellas the e 
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the welcome ente gee, 4 Come 5 2 Mee 
7 ny For 


her inherit the Kingdom 77 ee o 
you 25 dundation 9 hk 0-H bow ci ud. 
we have in the light of the goſpel, che 3 fi; adi 


of the divine bolineſs or” juſtice? 
ſtrike che N As ſomething: "fibckin he, 
ant to infinite puri rektitt that 

eie e ere den 
tion, in the-unbounded gratification of their fals 
and in open and perfevering contempt of God, 
his law, his people, and his Kingdom, ſtiould: 
nevettheleſs, at the Aofe of their red ncgery 
term, receive the” fame | glorious enge, whith 
wilf be pronounced ppon dutiful diſciples of the 
Redeemer, yell 3 bd and faithful ſervan.s, 7 
enter ye int the joy 10 7 (ok Lord 7 Ho could: 
itz in this caſe, ap 120 'the intelli; igent N i 
ECL rt wink and hates iniquity; 
| thay he has any regard to equity, or pro 17 5 , 
in his treafiheht's HTS Su it's 0 9 
might indeed he <g00d news* to the Wie eg | 
fr it ol Fave hens bb JB fun 0 unte: 
lkraineck iudulgence of their cortupt ice e, | 
But could it be'a f ke, Sale? Would it 
preſent to our view the true character and” 95. 
ry of 88 alt perfect ZEHOVAT ?*Woul it 
npt, on the contraty, totally obſcute his infinite 
| parity aud righteouſneſs; 3: and render even bis 
mercy contemptibſe ? 

© Bur; if che doctrine of bene pupiilfinent be 
eſfettial' to the golf, that' it may - exhibit i We, 
character of! THD ina true light : 

is not the doQring of ternal punch ment LY 


tht Had the babe 1 ravight, mat God witf band 
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iſh the wicked ome, but not ſo mnch as they, de. 
ſerve; would it not ſtill have obſcured the 
attributes of holineſs, and juſtice, and preſented: 
But a partial and falſe, exhibition of the divine 
character? | 
ten AUNCEY, Mr. Wincheſter, and all 
the univerſalifts, on the- purgatorial ſcheme 
make a pompous parade of language to ſet forth 
the divine mercy and grace, which, according 
to their doQrine, is diſplayed in the goſpel. 
They would have it believed, that the doctrine 
of the R-ſtoration gives a vaſtly higher conception 
of theſe amiable attributes of the divine nature, 
than what is giver by the orthodox doctrine. 
But is ibis the truth of fad? This claſs of uni- 
verſaliſts hold; that ſome of mankind will be par- 
doned, in the preſent life, and at death I im. 
mediately into a ſtate of perfect bleffedneſs; 
ahd that the reſt dy ing in dleit fins, will be pun- 
iſhed in the future world, according to their deſ. 
erts. Me alſo believe, chat ſome of mankind wilt - 
be pardoned, and juſtiſied in this life, and at 

death be made perfeRly bieſſed; and that the 
reſt dying impenitent; will be puniſhed, in the 
ſarupe world, atcording to their deſerts. Where 
then is the great difference” between the two 
fchemes d It lies fundamentally iu this. We be. 
believe ſin to be /o great an evil as A uy, 
endlefs punifhment ;- but they hold fin to be 
ſmall an evil, as to deſerve but a limited puniſh. 
ment. Where, then, is the ſuperior diſplay of 
mercy, which hey ſo-pompouſly proclaim ? Cer. 
tainly, there is not, upon their foheme, a great. 

er b of Ry and grace, in the Ren | 
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of thoſe, who are pardoned and jullifed, ib 


tis Ae, than there is upon ours. According 
to our doftrine, thoſe, whoare pardoned and fav. 
ed, receive the pardon of crimes of infinite de- 
mexit, and are faved from ' endleſs milery : But 
according to their doctrine, thole,. who are par. 
doned and ſaved, receive the pardon of crimes of: 
ſmall demerit, and are ſaved from only a tempora. 
ry puniſhment. There is, r 
to our dotttine, an nt greater diſplay 

grace and mercy, in the pardon and ſalvation 
of a fingle ſinner, than there would be upon 
tkeirs, in the pardom and ſalvation of all the un; 
numbered millions of the human, race. For the 


grace and-mercy diſplayed muſt. bear a propor- 


tion to the greatneſs of the ſins pardoned, and 
of the puniſhment remitted “ 
Is it, then, towards thoſe: who. die, impenitent,/ 
that the mercy and grace, ſo much ebe a 
dy the ubiverſaliſts, is diſplayed ? Is there any 
diſplay of divine grace 9 ia forbear. 
ing ta puniſh them, after they Me ac- 
cording to their deſerts ? Reaſon, and common 


ſenſe anſwer, no. Why, then, ſo much pom 


pous and pathetie declamazion, on the ſubjeA. of 
18 mercy 2 Why not talk in plain and 


. 


eſt language, and ſay, “ Sia is but a ſmall 


_ * Upon the univerfalian theorys al figs of the whole humen rece pub 
together, would. amount, in the total ſum, to t7fintte ; pe iber would 
— — Which hey deſerve, even aliowing each __ deſetve 
s puniſhment drawn, out to g en berequa); in — 2 
whole. to the end . individual. Hence, according 
to their doctrine; were all the mii of mbniind pardbned 2nd favedy 
without any puniſhment; there would not be ſo much forgiven them. 60 
according to our dofrine, is ſorgiven a fngly redeemed ſinner. Nays 


is would fall infinitely hort z for between be and Hie, there is alen 
an infinite diſpropottion. i 
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evil, mere 6 Privation, * an ad e a worm, 
and deſerves but a ſmall puniſhment: There- 
fore, however you may live ih the world, you 
may be. lure of perfect happineſs hereafter, for 
God cannot, in juſt ce, puniſh you eternally.” 
This is the uniserſalian goſpel, ſtripped of its 
tinſel and glare, and exhibite din its true form. 
But what is, there, in this goſpel, of mercy or 
grace ? Are not me- 3 and grace, and Chriſe | 
totally out of the. queſtion; arid out of aght ?. - 
TrvuE,: indeed, we are told, tbat all will be 

ſaved, through the. merits of Chr. Shall we 
look, far a moment, at this ? Sinners, who die 
impenite nt, punz/hed,: according to thrir deſerts : 
and yet, alterwards, ſaued ly he merits 07 the cru 
qiſiod Red eeme r I Is it — then, at length, that 
the e unparalleled grace an mercy,” 10 loun ly 
proclaime d, by univerſaliſts, is to be found ? 1 
nut, in- demandiag the blood: of Immanual, as an ad- 
ditional atonement, after puniſhing innert as 
much as theyideſerve, that the divine mercy and: 
grace are lo illuſtriouſly diſplayed 7 If chis be 
mercy and grace: ape} then; is wanton: 3 
tice and cruely⸗ x 

On the whole, the. tumid and impaſſiboed 
declamation of univerſaliſts,, on the ſubjed of 
divine mercy; and grace is all a mere farce. 
For accotding to thar: doctrine; thoſe, who, 
die in their fins, will not be.r-leaſed from pun- 
iſhment, unlil Hey have paid the lat mite; and 
even thoſe, who ate pardaned in this ſdiſe and ad- 
mitted, at death, toimimediate happineſs are ſave: 
ed, not from. the vengeance of eternal: fie but 
merely from a puniſhment, not only temporary in 
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its. continuance, but deſigned as a . merciful an 
fatutary diſcipline,” for the good of the ſuffer. 
ers. Inall this, there-is not the leaſt appear- 
ance of divine mercy and grace. While the doc: 
trine of eternal puniſhment gives the higheſt pol. 
ſible conception of the infinite mercy and grace 
of Jehovah, diſplayed in the work of redemption, 
and in the ſalvation of the redeemed ; every 
{cheme of univerſaliſm prefents a partial and 
falſe exhibition of the divine character, and to- 
tally obſcures the glory of the goſpel * 

VI. A cardial belief and aquieſence, in the 
doctrine of interminable puniſhment, is no indi- 
cation of the want of true benevolence. 

TA univerſaliſts make high pretenſions to 
benevolence, and warmly charge the believers 
in the doftrine of endleſs pumſhment, with a 
want of benevolence, cannot have eſcaped the 
notice of any, who are converſant with them, or 
their writings. If the thing be really in their 
hearts, as much as the word is on their tongues, 
they are certainly a moſt benevolent people. 
But is this the truth of fact? let us be can. 
did and impartial. What is true benevolence ? 
It is that holy love, which is“ the fulfilling of the 


law.” It is that holy affeQion which, is produe. 
ed by the divine ſpirit, in regeneration, which 
a:taches the heart to God and his Kingdom, 
and which influences to the performance of all 
the external duties of religion and morality. 


But are univerſaliſts, of all other, the moſt holy, 


and religious people? Do they exhibit the clear. 
elt evidence of having been waſhed ſanctiſied and 
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Tiſtified, in the name of the Lord Teſs and by 
ihe holy ſpirit of God P Are they, of all others 
the people, who, in obe dience to the goſpel injunc. 
tion, take up the croſs and /ollow Chriſt ; deny- 
ing all ungoalineſs and every worldly luſt, and 
wing foberiy, righteou/ty, and drvouily, in the 
midſt of an evil and ſeducing world ? . 

Ir n of but little avail to talk, however warm- 
ly, of our love to God and men, unleſs our lives 
be in ſome gbod meaſure, antwerable to our pro. 
ſeſſio it. Fe are my friends,” Tays Cbrift, © 34 
| dv whatſoever I command you.” If, then, a man, 
while he profeſſes great love to Chriſt and God 
can yet walk according to the courſe of this world, 
and Ive in the habitual neglect of the lacred tu. 
ties of teligion; 'he'ought, certainly, to ſuſpect, 
that his love is falſe: And how much more, if 
he not'6aly negleR religious duty, but den the 
tower of godlinefs, join wnh infidels and ſcoffers, 
and take an open and active part againſt vital 
an practical religion | | 

IT is very eaſy, no doubt, for people to clothe 
the divine Majeſty, in a charatter, which they 
will love; while yet the true character of ZE HO- 
VA H is the obj ct of their fupreme hatred. A 
God, not diſpoſed, to puniſh finners, but indul. 
gent to finful inclinations and purſuits, vou, 
doubtlefs be pleaſing to the felfilh, unholy beart. 
If tnners can perſuale themſelves, that a God 
of this character fills the throne of the univerſe, 
him they will love, and in his government re. 
Joice. It is a god after their own hearts Is there 
not ſome reaſon to {uſpett, that this faiiou god, 
this creature of a vain imagination, is the deity 
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ſo. ardently loved by unixerſaliſts ?. And that, 
notwithſtanding all their warm and boaſtful pro. 
feſſians, they are yet really, and totally at enmi. 
ty, with, the holy aud liviog ZEHOV AH who 
hateth all the workers of miquuy, who is angry with 
the wicked every. day, and who lays 40 all thoſe, 
who compaſs themſelves about with ſparks of their. 
own kindling, This Hall e have of | my hand, ye 
ſhall lie down i eros eee 

le univerſaliſls profeſs great love to. God, 


* 


they are hot leſs ardent” in their profeſſiops of 
love to men. They are careful to inform us, 
that they wiſh all their felipw creatures to be. 
made happy, and cannot endure the dreadful. 
thought, that any ſhould be eteroally, miſerable, 
But is it certain from all this, that they are real- 
ly poſſeſſed of true beneyolerce ? Is it certain, 
they have any thing better than a natural ſym... 
Fa, common io the molt ſinful, as well as ho- 
ly, creatures ? The hardened bandit, who tram-. 
ples, without compunRion, on all the laws of 
God and man, and lives by rapine and murder, 
may doubdeſs bays ſo tender a feeling for his. 
componions ia wickedneſs, as ardently, to with, 
they may ail eſcape puniſhment, and io be ex- 
ceedingly ſhucked at the thought, that any one 
of them ſhould be hanged up in gibbets. But 
is it certain from this, that he bas any true benev- 
0lence, or Holy love to God, or bis neighbor? Is 
1, indecd, certain, that the ardent dehare, exprel. 
{cd by uniyerſalilts, ſo the ſalvation of all men, 
proceeds from any better principle, than that 
of unmixed ſe!fiſinsſs ? If all men are to be lav- 
ed, then 7 ſha'l certainly be ſaved. Is it not 


- 
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poſſible, that a conſideration of this kind may 
originate a deſire for the ſalvation of all men ? 
ö Nay, is it not certain, that this conſideration 
mut create, in every. felfih and unholy heart, 
an ardent wiſh, that the doGrine of univerſal 
ſal vation may be true, and that this wiſh will be 
I the more ardenf, in 5 as the heart is 
more /elfi/h, and corrupt? 
'  Noruixc is mote evident, than that all the 
ſelfiſh and finiſter biaſſes of dcpraved human 
natute ate in favor of the docttipe of univerſal 
falvation. Surely no perſon can have any ſelſiſh 
teaſon for believing, and acquieſeing in the 
dofrine of eternal puniſhment. For who of 
us is aſſured, that he will not perſonally be made 
to realize the tremendous weizbt of this doc. 
trine ? If we cordially believe and acquieſce in 
the doctrine of eternal puniſhment; we muſt 
believe, that, however It may operate in regard 
to ourſelves, and other individuals, it is com. 
patible, on the whole, with the Þ:igheſt ge neral 

001. 

VII. Tits dottrine of univerſal ſalvation, 

in what: ver form, ts, in its tendency and genet— 

al influence, molt dangerous and petnicious. 

TEitixg finners, that they have none, or 

but little, puviſhmenc to fear, in the ſuture 
world, that their fins are fmatl and eafily expi- 
ate d chat God regards all men, with equal com- 

1 as Hs, children, and intends to make + 
them all forever happy; this lias a vatural and 
direct tendency to make them eaſy and ſecure 

in their impenitent and urholy (tate, and totally 
negletttul of the ferious, and infincely momen- 
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tous, concerns of eternity. It is, of all others 
the very dottrine, wh:ch flrengthens the hands 
of the wicked, that he ſhould turn from his withed 
way, prom:feng him life. _ This, I know, is deni- 
ed by univerſaliſts: But I appeal to all perſons 
of ſerious aud candid obſervation, whether it 
be not denicd, not only in the face of reaſon- 
and common ſenſe, but in the face of ſtubborn: 
fact. Is it not a truth, which cannot be difſem- 


bled, is it not a+ matter of common notoriety, b 
that inſtances are not wanting of perſons, for- N 
merly of ſober and 'externally religious lives, t 


throwing off, gradually, indeed, their ſerious- 
nefs, and their regular attention to the duties: 1 
- of religion, ſoon after embracing the univerſa- 0 
lian doctrine ? Is it not a. fact, that, generally, | 
| 


when people have embraced this doarine, what. 
evertheir charaQers may be, they talk and act, 
a, if in their opinion, they were ſufficiently reli- 
gious; and treat ſerious, vital, and praQical: 
godlineſs with negleR, if not, indeed, with deri- 
ſion and contempt ? I appeal to the univerſal- 
iſt himſelf, whether, if he believed in the doQ- 
rine of endleſs puniſhment, he could feel fo ea- 
ſy and unconcerned in a ſtate of impenitency, 
or in the neglett of a ſerious attention to reli- 
gion, as, in his preſent belief, he does? We 
are told, that their dottrine has a tendency. to 
make people love Cod; and, therefore, can- 
not be dangerous. But is it the holy, and right. 
ous FEHOVAH ; whois to ſinners a conſum- 
ing fire ? or is it a God, who is indulgent to ſin, 
and diſpoſed to puniſh ſinners but very lightly, 
if at all, that their doctrine makes people love 5 
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If it be the latter; their doftrine is certaialy 
of a tendeney, the molt dangerous conceivable. 
And whether this be not the truth of fact, we 
moſt earneſtly and affectionately entreat them 
to confider. We are aſſured by an apoſtle, 
& Every one that loveth is born of God.” Uni- 
verſaliſts all profeſs to love God: But are 
they all regenerate or born of God ? If not; are 
they not then given up to a /trong deluſion to 
believe.a lie, that they may be damned ? It we do 
not miltake, the queſtion infinitely concerns 
them. 

1 nave at length, my brethren, gone through 
with the plan, which 1 bad propoſed, for the di- 
cuſhion of this ſole an and intereſting ſubjett.. I 
fear, I have treſpaſted on your patience ; but I 
hope not unpardonably. As tuch unwearied 
and perſevering pains have been taken to propa- 
gate the doctrine cf univerlal ſalvation in this 
place; it has for fometime appeared important, 
and a duty indiſpenſibly incumbent on me, as a 
watchman upon theſe walls, to ſtand forth in de- 
fence of the truth, and io take up the ſubject 
on a pretiy extenſive ſcale. 

I nave never, indeed, flattered myſelf, that 
1 ſhould be able to-recal clean gone, and confirm. 
ed univerſaliſts. If, however, there be any in 

this aſſembly, they muſt ſuffer me to beſeech 
them, in the bowels of compaſſionate and deep 
concern, and by the worth of their immortal 
fouls, once more ſeriouſly and candidly. to ie. 
view the ſubject. Are you ſure, that you are 
not deluded ? Are you ſure, that a deceived 
heart hath not N ide, that Hou can. 
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not deliver your ſouls, nor ſay. Is there not à lie 
in our right hand ? Are you ſure that God: will 
not puniſh you eternally # It you be not ſure, 
beyond the poſebility of a miſtake ; then, are you 
not venturing. at an infinite hazard! What if, 
too late, you find your ſcheme to be falſe and de. 
luhve ? What will you fay, when FEHOVAH 
frail puniſh you? Suffer me to call your atten- 
tion to the following very ſolemn paſſage of 
Gods word. Leſt there ſhould be among you @. 
root that beareth gall and wormwoed: And it 
came ts paſswhen he hearetin. the words of this 
curfe, that he bleſs 'humfelf in his heart, ſaying, 
1 ſhall: have peace, though FE walk in the imagina- 
tion of mine heart: The Lord will not ſpare him, 
but then the anger of the. Lord, and has jealouſy, 
fall ſmoke. againſtthat man, and all the cus ſes 
that are written in this book ſhall lie upon hun, 
and the Lord ſhall blot out his name from under 
haeven,” Is there not a meaning in this ſolemn 
paſſage? And are not you the very root of 
gall.and wormwood againſt whom, like a flam- 
ing thunderdolt, it is pointed? But if you be 
determined to venture your own: ſouls, and put 
your own eternal intereſts to the hazard; will 
you not, at leaſt, forbear your efforts to draw 
ethers with you into the ſame condemnation? 
If your docttine be true, thoſe who diſhelie ve 
may fare as well as you. For, as to the preſ- 
ent life, you may be aſſured; that thoſe, who have 
taſted that the Lord is gracious, and have felt: 
that peace of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
far from envying you the“ comfort,” which xo 
may derive from a belief in your doktrine, will 


_ 
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mental of diſſolving the fatal charm, and recal. 
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regard you as objects of pity, if this be your 
beſt conſolation. But if your doftrine be not 
true, are you not in danger of - enhancing: your 
own damnation, to an amazing degree, by be- 
ing. criminally inſtrumental of ruining forever,. 
the ſouls. of others? 
It is hoped; and believed, that there are not: 
many preſent, if indeed, any, who are confirm+ 
ed in the belief of univerſal ſalvation. But the 
number of thoſe, who: have liſtened to the doft= 
rine with itching ears, and wiſhed to believe it 
true, it is to be feared, is not fmall. . With re⸗ 
fpe& to ſuch, I have indulged the fond bope,. 
that, by the. bleſſing of God, I might be inſtru... 


ling ſome of chem from the brink of the preci. 
pice on which-they are ſo preſumptuouſly ven- 
turing; 8 | | 
My dear friends and Fellow Probationers, 

Is not your preſent fituation 'exceedingly- 
folemn, intereſting; and critical ? Are you not 
on the footing of trial, with: an eternity before 
you t Does it not, then, behove you to act with 
great caution, and circumſpeRion, leſt you find 
an. eternity of wo ?' Is not che doctrine, which 
has now, forſome time, been ſoliciting your atten- 
tion,.of a nature too momentuous to be treated 
with lightneſs ? Dilagreeable and terrible as 
this doctrine may. be, has it not been clearly 
proved by the word of eternal truth? And have 
not the leading objed ions to it been fairly con- 
ſide red and obviated? Still, however, you feel. 
a deſire, perhaps, to hear further on the other 
Sde, and wiſh lo believe che contrary dodrine. 


ON nE DOCTRINE or 
But, have you no apprehenſions of danger ? Is 
there not a ſomething in your boſoms, which pow- 
erfully pleads for the doctrine of univerſal 
falvation ? And under the influence of this, are 
you not in knminent danger of being deceived ? 
Doubtleſs, univerſaiiſts will talk in a ſtrain, much 
- moie ſoothing to your feelings, and much more 
in unifon with the predominant tone of your 
hearts, than I have talked, But ought you not, 
for this very reaſon, to be on your, guard? Is 
it not dangerous hſtening to a voice which is 
foothing and flattering'to the ſinful heart ? Is it 
the nature of pure goſpel: truth to ſooth and 
to flatter ? Was the preaching of the ancient 
prophets—was the preaching of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles ſoothing, and flattering to impenitent 
Croruek If fo-; ence all the enmity and rage, 
which their preaching excited? Why was it faid 
unto them, © Propheſy not unto us Tight things : 
heal unto us ſmooth things propheſy d:iceits 2” 
Why does Chriſt ſay — * men loved darkneſs 
rather than ght, that every one that doeth ev 
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hate:h the light, and will not come to the light 2” 


If che doftrine of univerſal falvation be true, 
Mat is light, and the oppoſite doctrine darkneſs. 
But if that be the light, do not your own feeb 
ings tellify, in contradiction to what Chriſt has 
declared, that the finful heart does not hate the 
light, *. chooſe darkneſs ? 

Mr. Wincheſter, l know, has mſinuated; that 
the doctrine of eternal pur iſhment, was intro- 


ducedand eflabiiſhed, under the influence of 


popery. But I aff-rt with confidence, and 4 


 Confels, not without ſome degree of indignation, 
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that his iaſinuation is falſe.. It is a faQ, than 
which none can be more fully atteſted by authen. 
tic biſtory of the church, that the doctrine of e. 
ternal puniſhment was univerſally received among 
chriſtian», in the apoſtlic age, and the ages im- 
mediately. ſucceeding. It is not until more than 
two hundred years afier Chriſt, not until the ar. 
rival of a period, in which, it is acknowledged, 
on all hands, the church was corrupted with in. 
numerable errors, that we bear any thing of 
the docttine of univerſal ſalvation. And not. 
withſtanding. the efforts then made, to give it 
currency, it was rejecteq; as a he reſy, by the great 
body of chriſtian believers. From that period, 
we hear but little of the dodrine, excepting: 
what is found of it in the pap:'/iical notion of a 
purgatory,tHl within a very few years. 
Nov, if this doctrine, which you find fo deli- 
_ Eious to the human heart, were preached by 
Chrit and his apoſtles, and be contained in the 
ſcriptures ; how can it be accounted for, that the 
contrary dotrine, fo repugnant to all the natur. 
al propenſiies and wiſhes of mankind, ſhould ob. 
tain ſo general a belief, in the earlieſt and are 
ages of chriſlianity, and among the great body 
of the chriſtian world, in all ſucceeding ages? 1s 
not this fact ſufficient to excite æ ſuſpicion in 
your minds, that thoſe, who embrace the uni- 
verſalian doctrine, are under a ſtrong deluſion? 
Ought it not to put you on: your guard, leſt 
you be fatally ſubvected, through the deceitful- 
neſs of fin, and by the ſlight and cunning craſtineſs 
of ſuch as lie in wait to decicue ? 
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Wur do you wiſh | to believe this doc tine? 
Will it do you, any good? If it be true, you 
will fare as welt if zou do not believe it, as if 
you do. If it be hot true ; your believing it will 
not make it true. If by be/teving, that God will 
not puniſh you eternally, you could make ft 
true that he will not; you might have ſome 
good reaſon for laboring to make yourlelves be. 
| Heve it. But this, you know, cannot be the 
cafe. Why, then, take ſo much pains, and ven. 
ture at ſach an inlioite riſk ? If you wiffr to make 
Foureternal ſalvationſure, there is away in which 


it may be done. . © Repent and believe in, tlie 


Lord Feſus Chriſt, and you ſhall, certainly, be ſav- 


ed.“ InſteaJ, then, of Jaboring to put your” 


ſelves at eaſe, in the belief of a dorine, which 
to ſay che leaſt of it, is infinitely hazardous; 
were it not your wiſdom, immediately, to ſe. 
cure an intereſt in the great ſalvation, in the 
7 7 and infallible way ofevangelical repentance 
2 fanh ? Were it not your wiſdom, to heart. 
95 Anden delay, to the warning and jaſtruct. 
ive voice of God ? * Ceafe my ſon; to hear the 
inſtruction, tha! caujeth to err from tie words of 
knowledge:” © Acquaint now thyſelf with him, and 
be at peace ; thereby good ſhall come unto thee." 
You have abundant warning in the word of God 
to beware of deceivers, an 1 falſe teachers, and to 
avoid them. Will you then venture upon ſuch 
hazardous ground, in the face of the molt ſol- 
emn divine admonitions ? Take the bible. I 
conjure you, and peruſe it diligently, ſerioufly, 
and prayerfu'ly, Compare fcripture with ſcrips 
ture, fairly; and attend to every pallage in 
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its proper connexion.,,, Awful, indeed, muſt be. 
your condition} in the, latex, end, if, having, put 
yourlelyes, at caſe inthe beſief of the. doairine- 
of univerſal ſalvation, you. be convinced, too 
late for repentance, that the doctrine is not true: 
& And you mourn at the laſt, when your fleſh and 
your body are conſumed, and, ſay, How have I Hat. 
cd inſtrufion, g 11 heart deſpiſed reproof; and. 
have not obeyed th e voice o/ my teacher's, mor. in- 
clined mine ear to them that irene m“ 
My Brethren,... Sv. 14 
its it not an affe Aing and awful 8 | 
that ſuch pains are taken to lull people aſleep in; 
guilty ſecurity, when ſuch a ſolemn and tremend- 
ous eternity is before them 2. Ought you not all, 
to be awake, and upon your guard? Let parents 
and guardians be entreated to attend to the. re. 
ligious education of thoſe under their care. In- 
ſtruct chem in the truth; fortify their minds, 
ety againſt dangerous and fatal error; im- 
preſs on their hearts the importance of paying a 
ſerious and diligent attention to che ſcrip. 
tures. One principal reaſon, no doubt, why 
error is ſo easily. propagated at the preſent day, 
is, that people are, in general, ſolitile acquainted 
with the ſcriptures. Having neg'efted the bi- 
ble, and lived in great ignorance of what it con- 
tains, until, at length, ſome dottrine, delicious 
to the heart; catch their attention ; they, then, 
begin io read, not ſo much for the ſake of com. 
ing to the knowle edge of the truth ; as of con- 
firmin 2 themlelyes ta the belief of their favor. 
ite doQrine. In this caſe, it is to be expeded, 
they will peryert the ſcriptures, and make them, 
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a mean of ſettling them down th their. choſen de- 
I8hons. Let the'young, then, learn, early, to 
reverence the ſcriptures, and to read them, with 
dilizence aud f{erioutnels, as the word of God, 
« Able to mate them toſe unto ſalvation.“ And 
let all be 'folicitons' to Znow, in this their 
day, the things which "belong to their peace. 
How terrible 15*the thought of burning in hell, 
in chat fire, ® wkith the' breath of the Lord, like 
4 ffream / brimſtone, doth A ini le, * fort ver an 
ever Let this muſt be be portion of every 
orie nod pr ſent, who does not ſeaſonabij repent 
and accept tie offered Blvarion. He that 
believ-(h'and is bapt'z6d a, be feved : but he 
that bee net fal be damned. Who, then, 
is aming yon that feureih the Lord, that obeyeth 
tue voice of l; ſervant, thut walteth in dar f- 
niſs an hat no light ? Let him truſt in the 
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name of the Lor ', and ſtuy upon his Cod. Be- 
hold, all yr, that k:ndle a fire, that compaſs your. 
flves tibout with parts; walk in the light of 
your fire, und in the ſparks, whith ye have kind 
ied. This ſhatt you have of 'my hand, ſaith 7E. 
HOVAH, ye Hall lie doun in ſorrom. | 
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O bleſſed Lord, and his apoſtles have 


left many ſolemn and memorable warn- 
2ngs on record, reſpecting deceivers and falſe 
teachers. They have premonithed us eſpecial- 
ly, that, in “e laſt days,” falle teachers ſhould 
be greatly multiplied, and ſhould ſpread their 
corrupt doarines, and & damnable hereſies“ exten- 
ſively through the chriſtian world. The divine 
premonitions on this ſubject make ſo prominent 
a feature of the chriſtian ſetiptures, that none, 
who have read the ſcriptures, can have failed to 
notice them. Univerlſaliſts have noti ed them; 
and have not forborne to apply them to the 
preackers of eternal puniſhment, It becomes, 
then, a matter of no ſmall moment to deter- 
mine, correctly, to whom the character of Falſe 
teacher, or deceiver belongs. Under this im- 
preſſion the author bas been induced to collect 
and exhibit,in a conciſe view, lome of the more 


noticeable ſcripture marks, by which falle teach- 


ers are diſtinguiſhed. 

Trose, who obtrude themſelves into the 
miniſterial office, contrarily to the regular me- 
thod of introduction, preſcribed in the goſpel, 
bear a diſtinguiſhed mark of falſe teachers 

Ir will not be denied that the great Hzap 
of the church, who is not the author of confuſion 


but of order in all the churches, has appointed 
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a regular form for introducing his miniſters into 
the ſacred work}; and that no man has A right 
to take this horior unto himſelf, or to obitude 
himſelf into the miniſtry, in contrariety to the 
divinely preſcribed form. Any one therefore, 
who treats the ſcriptural order of the churches 
with contempt, and thruſts himſelf forward into 
the mioiſterial work, withput any regular, or for- 
mal, introduction, muſt be conſidered as a falſe 
teacher. Ferih, veraly, I Jay unto you,” ſays 
Chriſt, „ ke thet entereth not by the door into the 
freepfole, but chmbeth up ſome other way, the fame 
15 a tle} and a robber. Accordingly, deceivers 
and falfe teachers are characterized by the apoſ- 
tics St. Peter and St. Jude as “ creeping in,” 
6 privy,” and unawares.” 

Tuosk bear the marks of falſe teachers, who 
confine themſelves to no © line, or © meaſure ;” 
who are * buſy bodies in other mens matters; 
and are © wan i a“ not moving in any 
regular orbit, but paſſing to and fro in all di- 
rettions.t i 

Fats teachers are wolves in ſheeps clothing. 
They aſſume fir diſguiſes and make fair pro- 
ſeflions ; but their lives do not correſpond with 
their pretenſions. By their fruits ye ſhall 
know them. . © Such are ſalſe apoſtles, deceitful 
workers, transforming th mſelves into the apoſil:s 
of Chriſt, And no marvel; for Satan himſelf 
zs transformed into an angel of lig hi.“ | 

ANOTHER mark of a falſe teacher is an inſi- 
dious and hypocritical pretence of preaching wich- 
P Jobn x. 1. + See IT, Cor, x. 13—16. 1. Peter iv. 13. Jade 137 

3 Met, vil, 16. \ 22, Cor. xi. 13514. 


out wages. The Lord hath ordained, thai they 
who preach the goſpel Mould live of the goſpei.““ 
But falſe teachers not unfrequently pretend a 
willingneſs to preach without wages, and de- 
claim againſt the regular miniſters as *hire- 
lings.“ This was the practice of the falſe teach- 
ers in Corinth. Their bypocritical preten. 
& fions of making the goſpel without charge,” 
ſays the ingenious DR. Latauroe, © and their 
& perpetual clamour againſt Paul for taking 
& wages of the churches, were the reafons, why 
& he fo often and fo largely ſtated and proved 
te the right of miniſters to live by the goſpel, 
te and the obligation of chriſtians to ſupport 
* them. They gloried in making the goſpel free, 
& But Paul ſays “ They are deceitful workers,” 
c He aQed openly and without diſguiſe. He 
ce aſſerted his right to take wages, but for pru. 
«& dential reaſons remitted the exerciſe of it at 
& Corinth. They were vain talkers and de. 
« ceivers ; they denied the right and yet exer- 
« ciſed it in a ſurreptitious manpes. While they 
. * gloried in preaching freely, they actually took 
« of the Corinthians ſo extravagantly, that they 
« eyen deyoured them and brought them into 
e bondage. And yet there were ſome in Co- 
te rinth, who, while they joined in the clamor 
& againſt Paul as an hireling, would patiently 
& bear any thing and every thing from theſe 
ee deceivers:“ Hence the purgent reproof of 
the apoſtle: VE SUT TER FOOLS GLADLY.— 
FoR YE SUFFER, IT A MAN BRING YOU INTO 
BONDAGE, IF A MAN DEVOUR YOU, IF A 
® x, Cor, ix. 24. 
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* AN. TAKE OF vou, Ir A MAN EX ALT HIM 
SELF, IT A MAN SMITE YOU--ON, IHE FACE.”* 
Turn are vain and boaſtful: The falſe 
teachers, who obtruded themſelves into the 
Corinthian church, reviled the apoſites of the 
Lord and commended themſelves; and by their 
vain and” boaltful pretenſions compelted St. 
Paul to © become à foo, ashe pointedly expreſſes 
it, © in glorying“ The ſame apoſtle, in bis 
epiſtle to. Timothy, ſpeaking of the. * perilous 
times, which ſhould come in the laſt days,” ſays, 
« Men all be lavers'of therr oꝛonſelves, covetous, 
boafters, proud. And by the apoſtles, St. Peter 
and. St. Jude, falſe teachers and deceivers are 
deſcribed as preſumptuous, ſelf willed; not afraid 
20 ſpear of | dignities—ſpeakting great” fwelling- 
words of * vanity—clouds without waters, carried 
about e waves of the fea, foaming 
out their own H ,. “ 

FALsE teachers „lie in wait, will flight and 
cunning craftineſs, to deceive.” By good words 
ard [air ſpeeches thy deceive the hearts of the ſim- 
PI.“ THEY BECGUILE UNSTABLE SOULS'— 
* creep into houſes and lead captive filly women, 
laden with ſuns, ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” “ as the ſer: 
gent beguiled Eve through his ſubtility, they cor. 
rut mens minds from the ſimplicity off the goſpel, 
and ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things, which 
they ought not, for filthy lucre's ſake.” T They 
6 CORRU”T THE WORD or Go, deal in“ rip: 


* Ix, Cor. xi. 19, 20. See, alſo, the whole chapter, + See x, xi & xit 
Chapters of 11. Cor, ii, Capter, 11. Peter, and the epiſtie of Jud 
: Eph, iv. 14. Rom, xvi, 18, 11. Peter; ii. 144.41, Tim. iii. 6. 11. Cor. 
XK}. 3 Titus i. Ih, 
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DEN THINGS OF DISHONESTY,” and 5 


DLE THE Wokp or GoD DECEITEULLY.'® 
Men corrupt the word of God, handle it deceit- 
fully, and deal in the hidden things of diſhon- 
eſty, when they depart unneceſſarily from the 
plain literal meaning of ſcripture, and by arifut 
gloſſes, fanciful and fabulous conſtructions 
make it ſpeak a language, ſuited to the taſie and 
humour of corrupt minds. Accordingly the 
apoſtle to Timothy ſays,” * The time will come 
when they will not endureJound doftrine ; BUT ar. 
TER THEIR OWN LUSTS SHALL HEAP TO THE M- 
SELVES TEACHERS, HAVING ITCHING EARS; 
and they ſhall turn away their ears from the truth, 
AND SHALL BE TURNED UNTO FAB 128.4 
Falſe teachers, then, endeavor to accommodate 
themſelves to the uneafy and diſaffected, who 
Eannot endure ſound doftrine, but heap to 
themſelves teachers, to humour their corrupt 
luſts, and pleaſe the itching ears. Inſtead of 
plain and ſound doArine, and a fair declaration 
of the truth, they amuſe and delude their hear- 
ers with fables. Hence, the apoſtle St. Jude 
calls them “ filthy dreamers ; doubtlels becauſe 
they deal in the wild reveries and vagarics of a 
vain and corrupt imagination. 
Tux Apoſtle Peter ſays, « There were falſe 

prophets alh among the people, even as there ſhall 
h, Fa fe teachers among you.” By this he ſeems 
to intimate, that the falſe teachers, whom he 
then had in view, ſhould bear a reſemblance to 
the ancient falſe prophets among the Jews. 
It may not be unſuitable, then to look for a 


11. Cor. iv. 3. 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4 1 12, Peer ii. 1. 
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moment at the character and manner of thoſe- 
falſe prophets. 
W Ið have abundant evidence in the ſcriptures, 
that the true prophets of che Lord faichfully 
ſhewed unto the people their tranſgreſſions and 
fins. They boldly teſtified againſt the errors 
and vices of the times; and loudly denounced- 
the judgments of God againſt the impenitent. 
On this account, hey were bated, reviled, and 
perſecuted, wih awful malignity and virulence. 
The falſe prophets were of an oppofite charac... 
ter; and were mute” eareſfed by the ungodly 
multitude, with Vhom they joined in maligning. 
and perſecuting the true prophets and all whv- 
adhered to them. They gratified the humour 
of the people who ſaid unto- the prophets, 
& Propheſy not unto us right things ; ſpeak unto 
us ſmoo t things, profheſy deceits."** They 
broke down the grand diſtindtion between the 
Tighteous and the wicked ; and © put no differ- 
ence between the- clean and the unclean, the holy 
and profane.” they took away the righteouſneſs of 
the T19 hteous from him, and juſtified the wicked for 
reward.“ They wearted the Lord with their 
words ſaying, EVERY ONE THAT DOETH EVIL. 
IS GOOD IN THE STEHT OF THE LokD; OR: 
WHERE IS THE Gon OF JUDCNENT Pf 

Br the mouth of Jeremiah God complained 
of the falſe prophets in the following remarkable 
words. Tyty HAVE HEALED THE HURT 
OF THE DAUGHTER OF MY PEOPLE SLICHTILY, 
SAYING, PEACE, PEACE ; WHEN. THERE IS NO 
PEACE.” When the people were wounded 
I. Xxx. 20, + Zzok, xxti. 26. 14, v. 2g Tat ii. 17, 3 Jer. vi. 146 
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and claimed, in view of their awfully guilty and 
dangerous condition, as repreſented” by the true: 
prophets ; the falſe prophets would treat'the mat-- 


ter with levity and deriſion, and endeavor to 


footh the people, and put them at eaſe, by per- 
ſuading them, that tlieir fins were not great, 
and they had nothing to fear from the vengeance 


of a merciful God: Of the ſame complexion is 
what God'ſaid of them by the mouth of Eze- 


kie}.—* They have ſed 
Peace. and there was nt 
a wall, and, lo, others dal 


my people, ſaying, 
de; and one built up 


fs, © Wiru Lips YE HAVE MADE CHE 
HEART OF THE RIGHTEOUS SAD, WHOM I 
HAVE NOT MADE SAD; AND STRENGTHENED: 
THE HANDS-OF THE W!CKED THAT HE SHOULD: 
NOT RETURN FROM HISWICKEDWAY,BY PROM» 


ISING HIM LITE. Hear the following ſolemn 


warning. © Thus faith the Lord of hoſts,” Hearken 
not unto the words of the prophets, that propheſy 
unto you ; they make yon vain: they ſpeak a viſion 
of their own keart, and not out of the mouth of the 
Lord. TukY sAy STILL UNTO' THEM | THAT: 
DISPISE. Wie, THE LoD HATH SAID, YE 
SHALL HAVE PEACE'; AND THEY SAY UNTO 
EVERY ONE THAT WALKETH AFTER THE 
IMAGINATION' OF HIS OWN HEARTs No EVIL 
SHALL.COME UPON YOU. | ' 

SuUcu was the character and manner of the 
deceivers and falſe prophets of ancient times 
alluded to by St. Peter. And ſimilar has been 
che character of deceivers and falſe teachers in. 
» Ezek, xiii, 10, + Verſe 22, f Jer, xxiii. 16, 17, ft 


Ant with untempered 
mortar.”* And of the falſe propheteſſes; he: 
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all ſucceeding ages. Nothing is more evident 
from the chriſtian ſcriptures, than that the doc- 
tunes and lives of Chritt and his miniſters are 
exceedingly repugnant and offenſive to the de- 
praved heart. On the contrary, falſe teachers 
have ever been diſpoſed to aecommodate them. 
ſelves, and their dottrines to the inclinations 
and humours of men of corrupt minds, to tam- 
per wich their predominant luſts, flatter their 
whims, and bolſter them up with vain imagioa. * 
tions and hopes. a; turn” the grace of God 
into laſcrviouſmeſs Fa, they Waugh the form of 
godlineſe, + 1155 5 power thereof. They 

are of the world, and the world loves thg 
Hence the apoſtle St. John «hag 42 this pla 
criterion. «© WS args or GOD: HE THAT 
XNOWETH GUDHEARETH US; HE THAT 18S NOT 
of GOD HEARETH NOT Us HEREBY KNOW 
'WE THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, AND THE SPIRIT 
or ERROR. T The true apoltles and miniſters 
of Chriſt are of God; and thoſe who know 
_God—who' have been . renewed after his 
image, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs,” and 
live in the exerciſe of vital and practical godli. 
neſs, receive them and hear them. But people 
of the oppoſne diſcription will not. Hence the 
apoſtle lays, * Hereby know we the Spirit of truth, 
and the ſpirit of error.” Such teachers and 
ſach doctrines, as are moſt readily received and 
heard by thoſe who live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
are true: But ſuch teachers and ſuch doctrines, 
as are received and heard, moſt readily, not by 
the godly, but by thoſe of the oppolite charac- 


ter, are falle. 
* Jude 4+ 11. Tim, iii. 5, 1. John iv. 6. 
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Hap our limits permitted, the features of 
Halfe teachers, anddeceivers, might have been 
delineated inſt ronger characters; but it is cheer- 
fully ſubmitted to the candid and judicious, to- 
make the proper application of the marks, now 
exhibited. Let them bear where they may. 


bp of N.0 TEAR: | 
AFTER all which univerſaliſts bave fait 


on the ſubjett of mercy, grace, and the blood 
of the Revermer, it eedingiy evident, 
that the mercy and grace of Gop in CARS 
are not the foundation; on which their doarine: 
is built. The univerſaliſts wih v hom the au- 
thor has been acquainted, certainly do not main- 
tain their doctrine upon this ground. When 
driven with feripture argument, they affort, 
with no ſmall degree of warmth, that they be- 
heve as firmly as we do, that Gnners will be 
puniſhed according to their deſerts.” But, if 
they be puniſhed according to their deſerts, 
there can be no diſplay of mercy or grace, no 


room for the blood of Chriſt, in their ſalvation: 


Nay, in this caſe; they are not SAveD, but in the 
ſtricteſi ſenſe, dA D To be damned is only 
to be doomed to ſuffer the juſt puniſhment, 
which fin deferves. If ſinners, then, actually 
ſuſfet the puniſhment, which they deſerve, they 
certainly are not ſaved, but properly damned, 
And if, after ſuffering according to their de- 
ferts, they be releaſed from punilhment, and ad- 
mitted to happinel. ther mercy, nor gracey 


254 APPENDIX. 
nor Cunisr, as a SAVIOR, can have any con- 
cern in their reſtoration. Upon this hypotheſis, 
it is not becauſe God is a being of infinite mer- 
Cy and grace, it is not becauſe Chriſt has fed 
and made infinite atonement, that all mankin 
are to be finally happy: It is only becauſe their 
ſins are ſmall, and deſerve but a temporary pun- 
iſhment. Had Chriſt never died, none of man- 
kind, according to the theory under review, 
could bave been made eternally miſerable, but 
all muſt have been finally made happy. 

Fox them to talk, chen, of mercy, grace, or 
Chriſt, is idle, prepoſtetous, illuſive. It is ma- 
nifeſl, "they do not huiſd on the goſpel founda- 
tion: But they build on a foundation, com. 
plctely Dze1$STiCAE. 

Dz1sTs have told us, long ago, that fin does 
not deſerve an endleſs puniſhmept; that a God 
of infinite goodneſs cannot puniſh eternally ; 
and that all mankind mult be finally happy. Is 
not this the univerſalian dofirine ? 

Dersrs have told, us, long ago, that men 
will be treated according to their deſerts ; ; that 
virtue will be rewarded and vice will be puniſh- 
ed. Univerſialilts tell us the ſame. Deiſts, 
however, have not been agreed among them- 
ſelves, reſpecting the puniſhment of fin. Some 
of them have ſuppoſed, that the wicked receive 
all their puniſhment, as they go along; others 
have ſuppoſed there may be ſome puniſhment 
after death: But the greater part of them have 
left this matter in a ſtate of obfcurity and un- 
certainty. It is thus alſo with univerſaliſts. 
Some of them hold, that ſinners receive all heir 


niſhment as they . pals along through : life ; 


thers ſuppoſe that there will. be a ſtate of pun, 


iſnment in the future world: But moſt of tbem 
appear to be in a ſtate of doubt and uncertainty, 
and will not anſwer the plain queſtion, whether 
they belieye in any puniſhment after death, or 
not. FF | $7 


De1srTs have, long ago, denied and derided 


the power of godlineſs, or experimental religion, 
as deluſion, ſuperſtition, and faraticiſm.; and 
have rejected and jeexed the idea, that there is 
any eſſential difference between che righteous 


and the wicked, or, that there are any in the 


world, whom God acknowledges and loves, as 
his peculiar people. Do not univerſaliſts do the 
ſame ? | 

Dis rs have, long ago, told us, that it is of 
Jitle or no, conſequence, what a man's religion, 


or religious ſentiments, be, provided he be ſin- 


ccre in his way. Univerſaliſts, notwithſtanding 
all their zeal for proſelytiug, tell us the ſame. 
Dsz1sTs deny the divine authority of the ſerip— 
ture, principally, is it believed, becauſe they ſup- 
pole the ſcriptures to teach the doctrine of eter- 
nal puniſhment, and the neceſſity of a holy lite, 
in order to a happy immortality. Univerſaliſts 
profeſs, indeed, to believe in revelation. They 
deny, however, many of them, if not all, that 
the whole bible is the word of God; and, like 


the deifts, delight in repreſenting the ſcripture, 


as being, in ſome parts of it, contradictory, 
frivolous, and abſurd. It is cuſtomary with 
them to draw into queſtion the divine authority 
of any particular text, which lies as an infep 
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of them honeſtly declare, that if they. believed 
the bible does not teac h the doctrine of univer- 
{al ſalvation, they would not receive it as a re va- 
lation from God. 

Tas author has been conſttained to make 
cbeſe remarks, by a ſenſe of juſtice to the cauſe 
of truth. As they are made in the ſpirit of ſeri- 
oulneſs. and candor.; he .carneſtly entreats for 
tem a ſerious and candid conſideration, 
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The Reader will be pleaſed ese the following 
ERRAT A. 


Page. Line. For. Read. 
8. 2. und oubted, uvndecoraſe d. 
15» »6. fear, favor, 
21, 13. about, " almoſt. 
do. 2 8 moveth, meaneth. 
22, 12. eyes, ages. 
24. 4 puniſhing, freaching. 
30. 34. obey, t eccive. 
23. 32. de le that, . 
46. 75. the, this, 
51. 3 of note. zllude, elude. 
53+ 10. rect ived, reward id, 
54. 11 zccord, aumnd, 
81. 22 alter have inſert not, 

9. 10 cauſ ion, evaſion. 

0. 17. far, forw ard, 
do. 81. argument, agreement, 
85. 5 thus, 1 
101. 8. ot, after. 
104. 22. bear, are. 


Doing lefs material errors, it was thought not ex. 
gedient to notice in this table. 
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